The Official Publication of the Marina West Yacht Club, Stockton CA

The Marina West Yacht
Club’s Change of Watch
for 2009 took place at
Bud’'s Seafood Grill in
Stockton. This C.O.W.
was very interesting as
there really wasn't a
“Change”. All of our

2008 Officers, Directors,
Fleet Captains and Chairs
will hold their positions

for 2009. Unfortunately,
our Rear Commodore and
Port Captain missed the
ceremony and will have
to be sworn in later.

Get
ready
for
some
more
action
over the next few weeks!
I’'m sure everyone had a
great time at our annual crab
feed on January $1 |
know | sure did, and fol-
lowed it up with a nice and
“quiet” Super Bowl party
the next day.

The two events we have
planned for February ate on

e

Those of us who attended
enjoyed a great meal and
the camaraderie our club

is so well known for.

Our 2009 calendar is full
and will be lots of fun. It
will be “tweaked” just a
little as we work on times
and places for our
monthly meetings. We
are also looking at a cou-
ple of other potential
events that may be added
along the way. Any sug-
gestions on making the
calendar better are wel-
comed.

Your continuing support
< <.
X
" #| $

the 14" and 18 and the last
day of the month, the 28
On the 14 and 1% we will
be going to the Lodi Wine
and Chocolate Festival.
Please contact Christy
McCray to place your order
for tickets. | believe she has
been able to procure them
for $25 each versus face
value of $35. This is a two
day event; however, you
may go either day or both.

On February 28we are
taking the train from Stock-
ton to Old Sacramento for

to the MWYC is sin-
cerely appreciated. As
our search for a new
home continues, | know
we will all endeavor to do
whatever is needed to
hold our club together.
Thank you for allowing
me to be your Commo-
dore once again.

Together, let's try to
make it SUPER FINE in
2009!

the day. Commodore and
First Lady Ken & Judy are
in charge of this event so
please contact them for res-
ervations. This is a fun day,
and you do not want to miss
it.

On March 13 through the
15" we will be cruising out
to Caliente Isle Yacht Club.
This will be our first cruise
out of the year so everyone
should have their boats
ready to go.

See you on the water!
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

EMERGENCY ... 911
Contact #.............ceeeeene.....(209) 474-6992
Commodore.......coceveevininnnn.. Ken Dretzka

(707) 693-1665
Cell (707) 322-4908

Club & Bar Manager........ . Jeff Rose
CeII (209) 483-5218

Port Captain............cccoeeeen .. Jack Mc Carty
Home (209) 608-2575
Boat (209) 467-7096

Mary Lee Michael
(209) 523-7750
E-Mail: belpaSS|dr@sbchobaI net

Webmaster.. et ..Ken Dretzka
Commodore

The Anchor Editor............

Sunshine......ccoovvviiiiinnn,

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

For more information about
Marina West Yacht Club
& application forms
please contact:

John Mc Cray
Vice Commodore
763 Brandywine Dr.
Lodi, CA 95240
Ph: (209) 333-7575
Cell: (209) 610-4123

E-mail: jmccray@sbcglobal.net
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S BIRTHDAYS

FEBRUARY

BOARD AND GENERAL MEETING INFORMATION
9th—Clifford Hahn

TO FOLLOW
16th—Jack Michael

UNDER SEPARATE COVER
21—Gordon Hughes

24—Georgiana Tho-
mas
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As you read this report | and the Stetsons may
very well be on the way to the first Delegates
Meeting of the year at Oakland Yacht Club. As
reported last month, the March Meeting will be
on Monday, the 2nd, at the Corinthian YC. Let
me know if you would like to attend so we can
make reservations!

PICYA also has a survey on their web site regard-
ing interest in another cruise. The Michaels, Stet-
sons, and McCartys enjoyed the last one to Alaska
a couple of years ago. Go to the PICYA Website
and click on the “Cruise Survey” button for destina-
tion you would prefer.

I hope our officers are planning to attend the
PICYA Leadership Conference on Saturday,
February 21, 2009 at the Pittsburg YC. | know
I am, along with Commodore Dretzka, so let
Lynn Hahn know so she can get your reserva-
tions sent in. The registration forms are on the
PICYA Website at www.picya.org .

Opening Day On The Bay is Sunday, April 26
this year. The theme is “Legends of the Sea”.
There should be some interesting decorations
around that theme. We may want to consider
signing up for the Committee Boat. It is a fun
day on The Bay.
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Well, as | reported last month, the threat of the
State going after our boater-generated reve-
nues is becoming real. In a listing of proposed
items to restructure State Government, the
Governor has proposed merging the Depart-
ment of Boating and Waterways into the De-
partment of Parks and Recreation. There is a
process required before this can happen which
includes the Legislature opposing the change,
or the Governor retracting his proposal.

+ 4+ +

Commodore Dretzka asked all of MWYC mem-
bers to send letters or e-mails to the Governor
and your respective Legislators opposing such
a transfer. If you haven’t already done so, the
RBOC Website, www.rboc.org , should now
have a sample letter that will make it really
easy for you. Also, please send a copy to the
RBOC office in Sacramento, or me, so they
know how many letters have been sent.
RBOC has really stirred up the support in op-
position to this move. There have been arti-
cles in the San Diego, LA, and San Francisco
papers in opposition; the LA County Board of
Supervisors has unanimously adopted an op-
pose position (this doesn’t happen often ....
and no, | didn’t have anything to do with it!);
and a coalition of nine associations (fishing,
marina, marine manufacturers, and others
throughout California) have sent letters. If you
are a Boat U.S. member you probably got an
e-mail blast asking to write opposition letters.

The RBOC Board of Directors Meeting at the
California Yacht Club in Marina Del Rey turned
out to be an enjoyable “Get-A-Way” for Mary
Lee and I. The meeting was very productive,
as usual.

The new issue that | thought would be dis-
cussed regarding the growing problem of plas-

tic and other waste floating in the ocean and other
waterways was only mentioned briefly because of
higher priority matters such as the Governor’s pro-
posed reorg.

RBOC will again be sponsoring the “Boat Operator
Certification Program” legislation again this Ses-
sion. We have a prospective author and strategy to
get this matter carefully through the process. It
won't be easy to get a new program introduced with
the current financial issues facing the State, but we
think we can accomplish it. | will let you know when
we have a bill. The deadline for bill introduction is
February 27. We will also be supporting the efforts
to improve the “Abandoned Vessel Program” that
were contained in Assemblyman Lieu’s bill, AB
1950, last year. You will remember that this was
the bill that the Governor randomly vetoed. Assem-
blyman Lieu will be re-introducing this legislation.
We are also working with the Coast Guard on this
issue. They have a renewed interest and involve-
ment. We are also working with Boat U.S. to see if
some changes at the Federal level can be made. It
seems that the Coast Guard can raise an aban-
doned vessel if its fuel is causing a pollution prob-
lem, but, after the pollution is removed they must let
the vessel sink again! The Army Corp of Engineers
can remove an abandoned vessel if it is an obstruc-
tion to navigation, and now the State Lands Com-
mission may want to get involved. Beyond that, the
current slumping economy is resulting in more
abandoned vessels. So, there needs to be some
sense brought into the issue.

It looks like another busy year so any additional do-
nations to RBOC, beyond the $10 assessment you
were already supposed to pay with your dues, will
be appreciated and put to good use. | will do my
best to keep you up to date on the issues that will
be most important to you, and ask that you keep
me current on your concerns. Please stay tuned!

R.B.O.C.
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Radar is a wondeiul toa,

but you musbeaware d what it can andcannot do.
Shortly before midnight on July 25, 1956, two ocean lin-
ers, the Andrea Doria and the Sobckholm, cdli ded off the
New England coast ad 50 pgeople lost their lives The
eventsthat led to the wllisionremain poory understood,
but it isknownthat both ships were using radar. The
tragealy is often referred to as history'sfirst radar-asssted
cdlision.

Radaris, of course, animpartant pat of the navigator's
toolbox; same silors mnsider itto be moreuseful thana
GPS/ dhartplotter. But like any piece d gea, if itisn't
used corredly, it can gt you into roulde. Here aethe
things yau need to be avare d when using your radar.

Size and shapeBecaisearadar saeen displaysre-
fleded radar waves, vhat you seedoem't always cor-
respond to the sze and shape ofthe adud objed. Rather,
the image ya see § afunction of the rdl edivity of the
target and the angle & which theradar waveshit the ter-
get. For example, ameta buoy may be very distinct on
your saeen, while apile of floating woal-say, awooden
boa-might not be visible eva though the boat is much
large than the buoy. Kegp in mind tat metal refl ects
better than wood and thet a sharp angle refl ects better
than a curve. The bes wayto devdop afed for how dif-
ferent objects appear on your screen isto practice In
good visibility, look at the sceen andthen & the actual
ohects).

Dir ection and sped of a target: The peal and direc-
tion that atarget, anther toat, moves acrosthe screa
is ot its atual speed and dredion (unless your vesséis
stationary). Failure to understand this pant has cased
many colisions. Snall-bod radar unitsdisplay relative
motion, themotion tha istaking placebetwea you and
the targé. Like therelationship betwea true and gopar-
ent wind. Your anemometer meaaures goparent wind
(which can be cawerted to true wind if you know boat
spead and diredion), just as yaur radar measires elative,
rather hantrue, motion.

Profesgonal radar opeators usemany plotting tech-
niquesto avdd cdlisions but most recreational boaters
dont radar operators to plot the targetsthe dsence of
plotting, the fdlowing rule of thumb can be exremely
useful: When an objed ismoving dong astraight line
towardyour position, thereisa risk of cdlision. Al-
though you can "eyeball" this motionon the screa, it's
better to put an éedronic beaingline (EBL) on the tar-
get, as wdl as avariable ramgemarker (VRM) or the ar-
sor. Semg thetarget moving alang the EBL toward the
center d the sceen wil aert you to the fad that a col-
lision is possile.

Because aradar unit has alimited nunber d EBLs ard

VRMSs, yau have to select hich targetsto track; alargeves-

sd usually takesprecalence ove a snaler boat If there are
numeroustarges aound you, it's useful to turn on echo trails.
An ecdhotrail isna aspredseas an EBL, butit can give yai a
genera sense ofthe target's relative motion. More sophisti-
cated (and expensive) radar units have built-in AutomaticRa-
dar Fotting Aids (ARPA) that can be vay helpful for colli-

sion avoidance

Radar can't see everthing: Bonnie and | recently cruised to
Pittsburg in heavy fog, frequently visability was lesart 50
feet. When we encountered those areas, Bonnie werdrdbrw
to stand watch and we slowed down to idle speed. This al-
lowed us to avoid several small logs that could haveissyio
damaged the boat.

Radar can see hingsthat
don't exist. Even a properly
adjuged radarsd can diplay
falseimagesFor example,a
radar signd might bounce
back and forth seveal times
between your boat and an-
other boat, making it appea
thatthere ae multiple targets
Anothe common poblem,
thereault of "spreadng out' of the ransmitted rachr sgnd, is
sidedobeeffects. This can lead to aseaies d falseimagesin
line with the adud target.

It isusualy less dangerous o see smething that doeq't exist
than to na see smething that does ebst, but the expeience
can bediscancerting. The beg wayto deal with these erorsis
to read your manud and practice with your wnit, in conditions
of goodvisibility, so that you can learn to minimize, recay-
nize, and sefely discount spurious imag@s.

Bad weather @n degrade performance: Many boatersire
unawarethat cense fog and/or heavy rain can decreaserader
sengitivity As you gain familiarity with your wnit, you can
learn to corpensate(sanewhat) for this dfed. Sightly ad-
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justing the gain, for example, @nsometimes help in fog, and
mast units have rainclutter filters. However, thes adjustments
can doonly somuch and they reduce the sensitivity, making
small targets harder to see

Congder the other boats radar: You shoud nevea assime that
seéng andher baat on your radar mears that the othe boatsra-
da cen see ya. Salboatsin particular tend to be poor targes,
which is why it's soimportantto maunt aradar refledor on your
boat

Never becane oveiconfident: Know howyour unt works

SAVE OUR DELTA

SAVE OUR DELTA
By Ed Stetson

As we all know, our
delta is sick due to
years of neglect and
abuse. The poor wate
quality, attacks by inva
sive species of plants
and foreign mussels a
clams, soil subsistencg
failing levees, and the
diversion of river flows

continue to impact this natural wonder and degrade it pejia and the State policy realm have changed. Climate

use for agriculture, boating and recreation, and threate change has emerged as a major issue, along with new

wildlife, fisheries and aquatic habitat. Politiciang ar
launching another attempt to creatéaripheral Ca-

nal” to take the Sacramento River water above the de p|gp is being developed by the California Natural Re-

and send it to Southern California. | believe that this
would be the “Kiss of Death”
it. We, as boaters and concerned citizens of Centigtl C
fornia need to be vigilant and let our voices be heard t

before yai nea to use it. The oy way to increae yaur
profi ciency isto build up your pradicetime with the
equipment. Do it when conditions ae god, not in dense
fog ar dakness That’s not the imeto learn whatall

those tinny-looking imageson the <reen mean, or how
to set MARPA on a targethere sno quedion that radar
is a ged tool for navigation a. wel ascollision avoid-
ance. And as wih any tool a instrument, pradiceisthe
only wayto get the full benefit and assure the safety of
your boatand it's crew

protect those resources of the Delta for the use
and enjoyment of current and future generations.

(Delta Protection Act of 1992)

As called for in the Act, a Land Use and Resource
Management Plan for the Primary Zone of the Delta

was prepared and adopted by the Commission in 1995

and revised in 2002.

LAND USE AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN
UPDATE
Since the 1995 Plan was prepared, conditions in the

pressures for flood management and endangered species

protection. A comprehensive Bay-Delta Conservation

sources Agency, and the Governor’s Delta Vision init

for the delta as we Know e has recommended changes in the overall structure

of Delta governance, including the role of the Delta
Protection Commission. These ongoing events suppg

protect this wonderful area. So far, the Delta Protectio {ha need for the DPC to update its Management Plan

Commission is in support of maintaining the Delta as jyenified as a priority in the 2006-2011 Strategic Plan
the conveyance of water to the south. We need to hely adopted in July of 2006.

them maintain this position. I will keep you posted on - ag ghown in the Timeline below, the DPC conducted an

upcoming developments. The following is a brief intro- jnitia) round of public workshops in the Delta in July
duction to the DPC and their current activities. Follow 2008, to receive public input on items that should be

the link below to learn more or to participate in the cur:
rent workshops.
DELTA PROTECTION COMMISSION
The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is a natural re-
source of statewide, national, and international sig-
nificance, containing irreplaceable resources. It is
the policy of the State to recognize, preserve, and

their consultant team, with guidance and oversight frg

Draft Plan, can be found at: http://www.delta.ca.gov/
plan/management.asp

revised or be added to an updated Plan. DPC staff and

a “Planning Advisory Team”, used those comments to
help prepare the Preliminary Draft Plan. A full record of
the update process activities, including the Preliminary
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Continued from Page 6

The purpose of the public workshopss to receive public input on the policies contained in thérRirary Draft
of an updated Land Use and Resource Management Plangktearsted at the workshop will be incorporated into
the materials provided to the Commission at its Januarg@® meeting. A third round of public workshops will
be held in the Delta in February with a focus on a PubliéeReDraft Plan for potential consideration by the DPC
in March of 2009.

Timeline for DPC Management Plan Update Process

Month(s) Task / Activity

February 2008 Project adopted by DPC

May and June 2008 Document and literature review (background report) completed
June and July 2008 Mini-assessment conducted

July 2008 First round of public workshops in the Delta:

Two-part Project Launch in Walnut Grove and Antioch

July 24 Commission Meeting: Progress report submitted to DPC
September through December 2008 Planning Advisory Team meets seven times

January 2009 Second round of public workshops in the Delta:

Feedback on preliminary draft text — Walnut Grove and
Stockton

January 22: Commission review and discussion of preliminary
draft text

February 2009 Third round of public workshops in the Delta:

Review of public draft, dates and locations to be determined

Final Planning Advisory Team meeting

March 2009 March 26: Commission action — present draft for finalization

and/or adoption (including consideration of public hearing
schedule)
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January 31, 2009
ONLY  No Host Bar 5:30 PM Dinner 7: 00PM  ONLY

$40
Menu

Salad, Bread, Spaghetti §
SUPER CRAB <
P/ Contact any MWYC Board Member for tickets |
: Or
Christy McCray (209) 333-7575

) 1 o e o o o i i o o o it D '

Tower Park Marina 3 d
14900 W. Hwy. 12, Lodi Ca.
Come by boat, docking $17 - $24,

RV -sites available, or Car, Lodges available at significant discounts.
Contact Tower Park Resort
(209) 369-1041 www.stocktonkoa.com
Lodging also available @ I-5 & Hwy. 12 (FLAG CITY)




Hey! Let’s go on a fun train
ride to Old Sacramento on
February 28th!

At only $25 per person round trip, you can’t go
wrong! The train leaves from Ace Station in Stock-
ton:

at Ace Stai
TAILGATE PARTY:  10:30 Hours—Spicy
& tame Bloody Mary’s, Champagne/
Mimosas & Danish

DEPARTURE: 11:15 Hours

LUNCH: On your own at Old Sacramento
at any one of a dozen restaurants

RETURN: 16:55 Hours

DINNER: on your own @ VIP Pizza—as
soon as we can get there after making sure
we all get off the train.

ALL ABOARD!

R.S.V.P. by February 21st to:

Commodore Ken & Judy Dretzka
1535 Gill Ct., Dixon, CA 95620
(707) 693-9900




2009 CHANGE OF WATCH

Commodore Ken Dretzka— Treas. Candy Calloway, Vice Commodore John
Staff Commodore Ed Stetson Mc Cray and Treasurer Lynn Hahn

Lynn and Cliff Hahn )
John and Christy Mc Cray

First Lady Judy and Commodore Ken Dretzka Jeff Rose—Club Manager
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11
31

14
20
21
28

13-15
15

17-19
19
25

2-3

15
23-25

11
13

Marina West Yacht Club
2009 Calendar of Events

JANUARY

Change of Watch
Board Meeting & Brunch
Crab Feed

FEBRUARY

PICYA Delegates Meeting
Chocolate & Wine Festival
Board/General Meeting
PICYA Leadership Conference
Train Trip

MARCH

PICYA Delegates Meeting
Caliente YC Cruise Out
Board Meeting

APRIL

PICYA Delegates Meeting
Driftwood YC Cruise Out
Board Meeting

Opening Day on the Delta

MAY

Delta Loop

PICYA Delegates Meeting
Board/General Meeting
Dinghy Cruises

JUNE

PICYA Delegates Meeting
Ladies Day—Judy Dretzka
Board & General Meeting

JULY

PICYA Delegates Meeting
Taste of the Delta
Board Meeting

3
7-9
9
23

7

AUGUST

PICYA Delegates Meeting
Commodore Island Cruise Out
Board Meeting

Brunch at Humphries

SEPTEMBER
PICYA Delegates Meeting

11-13 Deuvils Isle Cruise Out

13
26

3

Board Meeting
Wheelchair Regatta Encinal YC

OCTOBER
Drift Wood Make- a- Wish

3-11 Bay Cruise

5
16
24

PICYA Delegates Meeting
Board & General Meeting
PICYA Management Conference

30-11-1 San Joaquin YC Cruise Out

2

NOVEMBER
PICYA Awards Dlnnel’

13-15 Weber Point Cruise Out

15

5
6
12
12

Board Meeting
DECEMBER

Delta Reflections

Awards Banquet for Lighted Boats
Board Meeting

Christmas Party

JANUARY
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