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to the MWYC is sin-
cerely appreciated.  As 
our search for a new 
home continues, I know 
we will all endeavor to do 
whatever is needed to 
hold our club together.  
Thank you for allowing 
me to be your Commo-
dore once again. 
 
Together, let’s try to 
make it SUPER FINE in 
2009!  
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The Marina West Yacht 
Club’s Change of Watch 
for 2009 took place at 
Bud’s Seafood Grill in 
Stockton.  This C.O.W. 
was very interesting as 
there really wasn’t a 
“Change”.  All of our 
2008 Officers, Directors, 
Fleet Captains and Chairs 
will hold their positions 
for 2009.  Unfortunately, 
our Rear Commodore and 
Port Captain missed the 
ceremony and will have 
to be sworn in later.  

Those of us who attended 
enjoyed a great meal and 
the camaraderie our club 
is so well known for.     
 
Our 2009 calendar is full 
and will be lots of fun.  It 
will be “tweaked” just a 
little as we work on times 
and places for our 
monthly meetings.  We 
are also looking at a cou-
ple of other potential 
events that may be added 
along the way.  Any sug-
gestions on making the 
calendar better are wel-
comed. 
 
Your continuing support 

the day.  Commodore and 
First Lady Ken & Judy are 
in charge of this event so 
please contact them for res-
ervations.  This is a fun day, 
and you do not want to miss 
it. 
 
On March 13th through the 
15th we will be cruising out 
to Caliente Isle Yacht Club.  
This will be our first cruise 
out of the year so everyone 
should have their boats 
ready to go. 
 
See you on the water! 

Get 
ready 
for 
some 
more 
action 

over the next few weeks!  
I’m sure everyone had a 
great time at our annual crab 
feed on January 31st.  I 
know I sure did, and fol-
lowed it up with a nice and 
“quiet” Super Bowl party 
the next day. 
 
The two events we have 
planned for February ate on 

the 14th and 15th and the last 
day of the month, the 28th.  
On the 14th and 15th we will 
be going to the Lodi Wine 
and Chocolate Festival.  
Please contact Christy 
McCray to place your order 
for tickets.  I believe she has 
been able to procure them 
for $25 each versus face 
value of $35.  This is a two 
day event; however, you 
may go either day or both. 
 
On February 28th we are 
taking the train from Stock-
ton to Old Sacramento for 
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The Official Publication of the Marina West Yacht Club, Stockton CA 
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EMERGENCY…………………………      911 
 
Contact  #...……………………(209) 474-6992 
 
                                                       
Commodore……………………    Ken Dretzka 
                                                  (707) 693-1665 
                                           Cell (707) 322-4908 
                                                       
Club & Bar Manager……………… Jeff Rose 
                                         Cell (209)  483-5218 
 
Port Captain……………………Jack Mc Carty 
                                        Home (209) 608-2575 
                                        Boat  (209)  467-7096 
 
The Anchor Editor…………Mary Lee Michael 
                                                  (209) 523-7750 
           E-Mail:  belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
Webmaster……………………....Ken Dretzka 
                                                      Commodore 
Sunshine…………………….... 
 

 
 

For more information about 
 Marina West Yacht Club 

& application forms 
 please contact: 

 
John Mc Cray 

Vice Commodore 
763 Brandywine Dr. 

Lodi, CA 95240 
Ph: (209) 333-7575 
Cell: (209) 610-4123 

 
E-mail:  jmccray@sbcglobal.net 
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As you read this report I and the Stetsons may 
very well be on the way to the first Delegates 
Meeting of the year at Oakland Yacht Club.  As 
reported last month, the March Meeting will be 
on Monday, the 2nd, at the Corinthian YC.  Let 
me know if you would like to attend so we can 
make reservations!  
 
I hope our officers are planning to attend the 
PICYA Leadership Conference on  Saturday, 
February 21, 2009 at the Pittsburg YC.  I know 
I am, along with Commodore Dretzka, so let 
Lynn Hahn know so she can get your reserva-
tions sent in.  The registration forms are on the 
PICYA Website at www.picya.org . 
 
Opening Day On The Bay is Sunday, April 26 
this year.  The theme is “Legends of the Sea”.  
There should be some interesting decorations 
around that theme.  We may want to consider 
signing up for the Committee Boat.  It is a fun 
day on The Bay. 
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 PICYA also has a survey on their web site regard-
ing interest in another cruise.  The Michaels, Stet-
sons, and McCartys enjoyed the last one to Alaska 
a couple of years ago. Go to the PICYA Website 
and click on the “Cruise Survey” button for destina-
tion you would prefer.   

 
FEBRUARY 

 
 

9th—Clifford Hahn 
 
16th—Jack Michael 
 
21—Gordon Hughes 
 
24—Georgiana Tho-
mas 

  BOARD AND GENERAL MEETING INFORMATION 
 

TO FOLLOW 
 

UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
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Well, as I reported last month, the threat of the 
State going after our boater-generated reve-
nues is becoming real.  In a listing of proposed 
items to restructure State Government, the 
Governor has proposed merging the Depart-
ment of Boating and Waterways into the De-
partment of Parks and Recreation.  There is a 
process required before this can happen which 
includes the Legislature opposing the change, 
or the Governor retracting his proposal.   
 
Commodore Dretzka asked all of MWYC mem-
bers to send letters or e-mails to the Governor 
and your respective Legislators opposing such 
a transfer.  If you haven’t already done so, the 
RBOC Website, www.rboc.org , should now 
have a sample letter that will make it really 
easy for you.  Also, please send a copy to the 
RBOC office in Sacramento, or me, so they 
know how many letters have been sent.  
RBOC has really stirred up the support in op-
position to this move.  There have been arti-
cles in the San Diego, LA, and San Francisco 
papers in opposition; the LA County Board of 
Supervisors has unanimously adopted an op-
pose position (this doesn’t happen often …. 
and no, I didn’t have anything to do with it!); 
and a coalition of nine associations (fishing, 
marina, marine manufacturers, and others 
throughout California) have sent letters.  If you 
are a Boat U.S. member you probably got an 
e-mail blast asking to write opposition letters. 
  
The RBOC Board of Directors Meeting at the 
California Yacht Club in Marina Del Rey turned 
out to be an enjoyable “Get-A-Way” for Mary 
Lee and I.  The meeting was very productive, 
as usual.  
The new issue that I thought would be dis-
cussed regarding the growing problem of plas-
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tic and other waste floating in the ocean and other 
waterways was only mentioned briefly because of 
higher priority matters such as the Governor’s pro-
posed reorg.   
RBOC will again be sponsoring the “Boat Operator 
Certification Program” legislation again this Ses-
sion.  We have a prospective author and strategy to 
get this matter carefully through the process.  It 
won’t be easy to get a new program introduced with 
the current financial issues facing the State, but we 
think we can accomplish it.  I will let you know when 
we have a bill.  The deadline for bill introduction is 
February 27.  We will also be supporting the efforts 
to improve the “Abandoned Vessel Program” that 
were contained in Assemblyman Lieu’s bill, AB 
1950, last year.  You will remember that this was 
the bill that the Governor randomly vetoed.  Assem-
blyman Lieu will be re-introducing this legislation.  
We are also working with the Coast Guard on this 
issue.  They have a renewed interest and involve-
ment.  We are also working with Boat U.S. to see if 
some changes at the Federal level can be made.  It 
seems that the Coast Guard can raise an aban-
doned vessel if its fuel is causing a pollution prob-
lem, but, after the pollution is removed they must let 
the vessel sink again!  The Army Corp of Engineers 
can remove an abandoned vessel if it is an obstruc-
tion to navigation, and now the State Lands Com-
mission may want to get involved.  Beyond that, the 
current slumping economy is resulting in more 
abandoned vessels.  So, there needs to be some 
sense brought into the issue. 
 
It looks like another busy year so any additional do-
nations to RBOC, beyond the $10 assessment you 
were already supposed to pay with your dues, will 
be appreciated and put to good use.  I will do my 
best to keep you up to date on the issues that will 
be most important to you, and ask  that you keep 
me current on your concerns.  Please stay tuned! 
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VRMs, you have to select which targets to track; a large ves-
sel usually takes precedence over a smaller boat. If there are 
numerous targets around you, it's useful to turn on echo trails. 
An echo trail is not as precise as an EBL, but it can give you a 
general sense of the target's relative motion. More sophisti-
cated (and expensive) radar units have built-in Automatic Ra-
dar Plotting Aids (ARPA) that can be very helpful for coll i-
sion avoidance.  
Radar can't see everything:  Bonnie and I recently cruised to 
Pittsburg in heavy fog, frequently visability was less than 50 
feet. When we encountered those areas, Bonnie went forward 
to stand watch and we slowed down to idle speed. This al-
lowed us to avoid several small logs that could have seriously 
damaged the boat. 
 
 
Radar can see things that 
don't exist. Even a properly 
adjusted radar set can display 
false images. For example, a 
radar signal might bounce 
back and forth several times 
between your boat and an-
other boat, making it appear 
that there are multiple targets. 
Another common problem, 
the result of "spreading out" of the transmitted radar signal, is 
side-lobe effects. This can lead to a series of false images in 
line with the actual target. 
It is usually less dangerous to see something that doesn't exist 
than to not see something that does exist, but the experience 
can be disconcerting. The best way to deal with these errors is 
to read your manual and practice with your unit, in conditions 
of good visibilit y, so that you can learn to minimize, recog-
nize, and safely discount spurious images.  
Bad weather can degrade performance: Many boaters are 
unaware that dense fog and/or heavy rain can decrease radar 
sensitivity As you gain familiarity with your unit, you can 
learn to compensate (somewhat) for this effect. Slightly ad-

 

Radar is a wonderful tool,  
but you must be aware of what it can and cannot do. 
Shortly before midnight on July 25, 1956, two ocean lin-
ers, the Andrea Doria and the Stockholm, colli ded off the 
New England coast and 50 people lost their li ves. The 
events that led to the collision remain poorly understood, 
but it is known that both ships were using radar. The 
tragedy is often referred to as history's fi rst radar-assisted 
coll ision.  
Radar is, of course, an important part of the navigator's 
toolbox; some sailors consider it to be more useful than a 
GPS/ chartplotter. But like any piece of gear, if it isn't 
used correctly, it can get you into trouble. Here are the 
things you need to be aware of when using your radar.  
 
Size and shape: Because a radar screen displays re-
flected radar waves, what you see doesn't always cor-
respond to the size and shape of the actual object. Rather, 
the image you see is a function of the reflectivity of the 
target and the angle at which the radar waves hit the tar-
get. For example, a metal buoy may be very distinct on 
your screen, while a pile of floating wood-say, a wooden 
boat-might not be visible even though the boat is much 
larger than the buoy. Keep in mind that metal reflects 
better than wood and that a sharp angle reflects better 
than a curve. The best way to develop a feel for how dif-
ferent objects appear on your screen is to practice: In 
good visibility, look at the screen and then at the actual 
objects).  
Dir ection and speed of a target: The speed and direc-
tion that a target, another boat, moves across the screen 
is not its actual speed and direction (unless your vessel is 
stationary). Failure to understand this point has caused 
many collisions. Small -boat radar units display relative 
motion, the motion that is taking place between you and 
the target. Like the relationship between true and appar-
ent wind. Your anemometer measures apparent wind 
(which can be converted to true wind if you know boat 
speed and direction), just as your radar measures relative, 
rather than true, motion.  
Professional radar operators use many plotting tech-
niques to avoid collisions, but most recreational boaters 
don't radar operators to plot the targets. In the absence of 
plotting, the following rule of thumb can be extremely 
useful: When an object is moving along a straight line 
toward your position, there is a risk of collision. Al-
though you can "eyeball " this motion on the screen, it's 
better to put an electronic bearing line (EBL) on the tar-
get, as well as a variable range marker (VRM) or the cur-
sor. Seeing the target moving along the EBL toward the 
center of the screen will alert you to the fact that a col-
lision is possible. 
Because a radar unit has a limited number of EBLs and 
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justing the gain, for example, can sometimes help in fog, and 
most units have rainclutter filters. However, these adjustments 
can do only so much and they reduce the sensitivity, making 
small targets harder to see.  
Consider the other boat's radar: You should never assume that 
seeing another boat on your radar means that the other boats ra-
dar can see you. Sailboats in particular tend to be poor targets, 
which is why it's so important to mount a radar reflector on your 
boat.  
Never become overconfident: Know how your unit works-

before you need to use it. The only way to increase your 
proficiency is to build up your practice time with the 
equipment. Do it when conditions are good, not in dense 
fog or darkness. That’s not the time to learn what all 
those funny-looking images on the screen mean, or how 
to set MARPA on a target. There is no question that radar 
is a great tool for navigation a. well as collision avoid-
ance. And as with any tool or instrument, practice is the 
only way to get the full benefit and assure the safety of 
your boat and it’s crew. 
  

SAVE OUR DELTA 
By Ed Stetson 
 
As we all know, our 
delta is sick due to 
years of neglect and 
abuse. The poor water 
quality, attacks by inva-
sive species of plants 
and foreign mussels and 
clams, soil subsistence, 
failing levees, and the 
diversion of river flows 
continue to impact this natural wonder and degrade it’s 
use for agriculture, boating and recreation, and threatens 
wildlife, fisheries and aquatic habitat. Politicians are 
launching another attempt to create a “Peripheral Ca-
nal”  to take the Sacramento River water above the delta 
and send it to Southern California. I believe that this 
would be the “Kiss of Death” for the delta as we know 
it. We, as boaters and concerned citizens of Central Cali-
fornia need to be vigilant and let our voices be heard to 
protect this wonderful area. So far, the Delta Protection 
Commission is in support of maintaining the Delta as 
the conveyance of water to the south. We need to help 
them maintain this position. I will keep you posted on 
upcoming developments. The following is a brief intro-
duction to the DPC and their current activities. Follow 
the link below to learn more or to participate in the cur-
rent workshops. 

DELTA PROTECTION COMMISSION  
The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is a natural re-
source of statewide, national, and international sig-
nificance, containing irreplaceable resources. It is 
the policy of the State to recognize, preserve, and 

protect those resources of the Delta for the use 
and enjoyment of current and future generations.  

(Delta Protection Act of 1992) 

As called for in the Act, a Land Use and Resource 
Management Plan for the Primary Zone of the Delta 
was prepared and adopted by the Commission in 1995 
and revised in 2002. 

 

LAND USE AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
UPDATE  
Since the 1995 Plan was prepared, conditions in the 
Delta and the State policy realm have changed. Climate 
change has emerged as a major issue, along with new 
pressures for flood management and endangered species 
protection. A comprehensive Bay-Delta Conservation 
Plan is being developed by the California Natural Re-
sources Agency, and the Governor’s Delta Vision initia-
tive has recommended changes in the overall structure 
of Delta governance, including the role of the Delta 
Protection Commission. These ongoing events support 
the need for the DPC to update its Management Plan as 
identified as a priority in the 2006-2011 Strategic Plan 
adopted in July of 2006.  
As shown in the Timeline below, the DPC conducted an 
initial round of public workshops in the Delta in July 
2008, to receive public input on items that should be 
revised or be added to an updated Plan. DPC staff and 
their consultant team, with guidance and oversight from 
a “Planning Advisory Team”, used those comments to 
help prepare the Preliminary Draft Plan. A full record of 
the update process activities, including the Preliminary 
Draft Plan, can be found at: http://www.delta.ca.gov/
plan/management.asp  
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Continued from Page 6 
 
The purpose of the public workshops is to receive public input on the policies contained in the Preliminary Draft 
of an updated Land Use and Resource Management Plan. Ideas generated at the workshop will be incorporated into 
the materials provided to the Commission at its January 22, 2009 meeting. A third round of public workshops will 
be held in the Delta in February with a focus on a Public Review Draft Plan for potential consideration by the DPC 
in March of 2009.  
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Hey! Let’s go on a fun train 
ride to Old Sacramento on 

February 28th!                                                         
 

 
At only $25 per person round trip, you can’t go 
wrong!  The train leaves from Ace Station in Stock-
ton:        
                                       at Ace Station  
TAILGATE PARTY:     10:30 Hours—Spicy 
& tame Bloody Mary’s, Champagne/
Mimosas & Danish 
 
DEPARTURE:               11:15 Hours 
 
LUNCH:  On your own at Old Sacramento 
at any one of a dozen restaurants 
 
RETURN:                      16:55 Hours   
 
DINNER:  on your own @ VIP Pizza—as 
soon as we can get there after making sure 
we all get off the train.     
 

 

ALL  ABOARD!! 
 
 

               R.S.V.P. by February 21st to: 
Commodore Ken & Judy Dretzka 

1535 Gill Ct., Dixon, CA 95620 
(707) 693-9900 
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Commodore Ken Dretzka— 
Staff Commodore Ed Stetson 

Treas. Candy Calloway, Vice Commodore John 
Mc Cray and Treasurer Lynn Hahn 

Lynn and Cliff Hahn 
John and Christy Mc Cray 

First Lady Judy and Commodore Ken Dretzka Jeff Rose—Club Manager 
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AUGUST 
 

3         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
7-9      Commodore Island Cruise Out 
9         Board Meeting 
23       Brunch at Humphries 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

7         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
11-13  Devils Isle Cruise Out 
13       Board  Meeting 
26       Wheelchair Regatta Encinal YC 
 

OCTOBER 
 

3       Drift Wood Make- a- Wish 
3-11    Bay Cruise 
5         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
16       Board & General Meeting 
24       PICYA Management Conference 
30-11-1 San Joaquin YC Cruise Out 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

2         PICYA Awards Dinner 
13-15  Weber Point Cruise Out 
15       Board  Meeting 
 

DECEMBER 
 

5         Delta Reflections   
6         Awards Banquet for Lighted Boats 
12       Board Meeting 
12       Christmas Party 
 

JANUARY  
 
 

JANUARY  
 

10       Change of Watch 
11       Board Meeting & Brunch 
31       Crab Feed 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

2         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
14      Chocolate & Wine Festival 
20       Board/General Meeting 
21       PICYA Leadership Conference 
28       Train Trip 
 

MARCH 
 

2      PICYA Delegates Meeting 
13-15 Caliente YC Cruise Out 
15       Board Meeting 
 

APRIL  
 

6         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
17-19 Driftwood YC Cruise Out 
19       Board Meeting 
25       Opening Day on the Delta 
 

MAY 
 

2-3     Delta Loop 
4      PICYA Delegates Meeting 
15       Board/General Meeting 
23-25 Dinghy Cruises 
 

JUNE 
 

1         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
6         Ladies Day—Judy Dretzka 
12       Board & General Meeting 
 

JULY 
 

6         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
11       Taste of the Delta 
13      Board Meeting 
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