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It appears our economy may finally be im-

proving.  Since the MWYC is already on a 

roll, letôs use this to our advantage and look 

forward to being even more prosperous in 

2012. 

 

But this can only happen if we continue to 

work together.  Bring in new potential 

members and support YOUR club.  Most 

importantéletôs always try to have fun and 

have a HAPPY, SAFE & OUTSTAND-

ING NEW YEAR! 

 

 

 

From the Commodore,  Ken Dretzka  

    
  

From the Vice Commodore, Warren Wynant  

In spite of how economical-

ly challenging 2011 was, 

the Marina West Yacht 

Club took the helm and 

came though this past year with flying col-

ors.  How did we do it?  We hosted a lot of 

Cruise Ins and did a lot of things right.  We 

worked even harder than ñnormalò and spent 

a lot of time involved in yacht club activi-

ties.  It wasnôt easy for any of us.  But, 

through all of it we managed to have a lot of 

fun and enjoyed some belly-laughs that 

many of us will never forget.  Thanks go to 

all of us for continually making our Club 

workéalso for making it stronger and more 

successful! 

is always a great party with plenty of Crab 

to eat and lots of good company and con-

versation.  So bring a big appetites and a 

couple of friends or prospective members is 

even better.  

 

Then the following week we will be host-

ing OBYC for the Wine and Chocolate 

tasting party.  We might need some drivers 

for this event more info follow. 

 

Well thatôs it for now. See you at the Club. 

 

 

 

Well here we are, the start 

of another year.  Lets all 

hope itôs as successful as last year.   

 

The holidays have come and gone for another 

year.  Santa was able to make it to our Christ-

mas Party for a couple of drinks and some 

photoôs.  Then we had the funny gift ex-

change that was a lot of fun and laughs 

watching people try to steal gifts or trying to 

hide them so they couldnôt be. 

 

 January starts off with the Change of Watch 

on the 7th so donôt forget that date and re-

member itôs Black Tie.  I went in the other 

day to try and fine a tux with shorts but I did-

nôt have any luck, so I guess Iôll have to wear 

long pants, bummer.   

 

February kicks off on the 4th with our annual 

crab feed so be sure to get your tickets. This 
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The ANCHOR  

Is now available  

Electronically.  

If you received this 

through the mail, it 

means we donõt have 

your e -mail address.  

Please e-mail Mary Lee 

Michael  

  belpassidr@ 

sbcglobal.net  

 

The Official Publication of the Marina West Yacht Club, 14900 W. Hwy. 12 at Tower Park, Lodi, CA 

TIED 2nd PLACE 2011 PICYA WILDER AWARD 
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OFFICERS & COMMITTEE 

CHAIRS  

Commodore:  

Ken Dretzka  

 

Vice Commodore:  

Warren Wynant  

 

Rear Commodore:  

Mary Lee Michael  

 

Jr. Staff Commodore:  

 

 

Directors:  

Jeff Rose 

Lucy Anthony  

 

Secretary:  

Judy Dretzka  

 

Treasurer:  

Lynn Hahn  

 

Parliamentarian:  

Jack Michael 

 

PICYA Delegates:  

  Jack Michael, Linda Breninger  
 

RBOC Delegate:  

Jack Michael 
 

Blue Gavel Dist. 19  

Jack Michael 
 

Club Manager:  

Jeff Rose 
 

Safety Officer:  

Rolf Powers  
 

Supply Officer:  

Christy Mc Cray  
 

Sunshine Committee:  

Wendy Wynant  
 

Fleet Captains:  

Jack & Mary Lee Michael, John Tulich,  

Jeff Rose, Rolf Powers,  

Tim & Mary Ann Methenitis,  

Christy Mc Cray, Ben & Robin Penn  

EMERGENCYéééééééééé 911 
 
Contact  #(Message phone) (209) 477-7653 
 

      
Commodoreéééééééé..  Ken Dretzka 
          Home: (707)693-1665 
   Business:  (707)322-4908  
Club & Bar Manageréééééé   Jeff Rose 
             Cell (209) 483-5218 
 
Port Captain           Ben Penn 
                                        Cell    (209) 612-6753 
 
The Anchor EditorééééMary Lee Michael 
           (209) 523-7750 
 E-Mail:  belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
Webmasteréééééééé....Ken Dretzka 
                                                    Commodore 
Sunshineééééééééé.Wendy Wynant 
 

 
 

For more information about 
 Marina West Yacht Club 
& application forms 
 please contact: 

 
Warren Wynant 
Vice Commodore 

 
Cell: (530) 417-0820 

 
E-mail:  totheboat@hotmail.com 

 



 

Rear Commodore,  Mary Lee Michael  

Port Captain, Ben Penn  
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JANUARY 

 
29thðSusan Larsen 

  First, let me thank each of you for the confidence you have placed in 

me by electing me Rear Commodore of  Marina West Yacht Club.  I 

follow in the footsteps of the ñHahn Teamò who have held this position 

for several years.  Cliff and Lynn have done an excellent job and I will 

strive to live up to their  perfection. 

 

Our first event of the year is the Commodoreôs Ball/Change of Watch.  Be sure to get your 

reservations in to Commodore Ken and First Lady Judy Dretzka for this exciting evening.  

This event will take the place of our usual monthly General Meeting.  January 7th is the date 

and the Yacht Club is the place.  See you all there! 

 

Our next General Meeting will be on February 17th.   I will have more information in the Feb-

ruary issue of The ANCHOR.   Be sure to bring prospective members to our General Meet-

ings.  It is a great way to introduce them to the workings of our Club as well as meeting our 

friendly members 

 

Please let me know if you have food ideas for our meetings.  Potlucks?  Cook Your Own?  

Catered?  Pizza?   Variety is the Spice of Life. . Right?  Suggestions are always welcome! 

 

Mary Lee 

Sunshine CommitteeSunshine Committee   

 
NO NEWS IS ALWAYS 
GOOD NEWS! 

 
HAVE A GREAT 
NEW YEAR! 

 
 
 

WENDY WYNANT 
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 

 
SEND INFO FOR THIS 
SPACE TO ME AT 

 

tothe-
boat@hotmail.com 

REMEMBER 

 

PLEASE LET THE PORT CAPTAIN KNOW 

IF YOU PLAN TO BRING YOUR 

BOAT TO THE CLUB. 

 

CALL BEN ON HIS CELL PHONE 

NUMBER ON PAGE 2 OF THE ANCHOR 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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It has been another very busy year for RBOC.  Last month I 

reported on the many RBOC accomplishments of 2011. Of 

course knowing that the State is still in a dire financial condi-

tion, RBOC is ever alert to a rip off of boaterôs dollars. 

 

Also, with MWYC dues including a $10 per membership as-

sessment for a contribution to RBOC, I am also providing you 

with my annual reminder of what RBOC is all about. Recrea-

tional Boaters of California celebrated its 43rd year of protect-

ing boaterôs interests this year.  Over the years, these efforts 

have saved individual boaters thousands of dollars!  RBOC is 

funded by voluntary member donations of PICYA member 

clubs and a donation from Boat U.S. generally based on the 

number of Boat U.S. members in California.  There are eight-

een RBOC Directors who serve voluntarily.  Nine Directors 

are appointed by PICYA and nine by SCYA (Southern CaIi-

fornia Yachting Association).  I serve as one of those Directors 

and was elected by the RBOC Board to serve as the Vice Pres-

ident - North.  A Sacramento lobbying firm, Desmond & Des-

mond, is retained to carry out the necessary lobbying efforts in 

Sacramento.  They also provide the necessary administrative 

functions of the organization. This combined effort is the ma-

jor expenditure for RBOC.  The Board meets four times each 

year with one meeting being a Legislative Day in Sacto to 

meet with Legislators and staff.  These meetings alternate be-

tween Northern and Southern California.  The Presidency of 

RBOC also alternates between North and South each year. The 

Directorôs transportation to these meetings is reimbursed 

from the RBOC budget, if requested, but all other expenses 

are paid by individual Directors.  The President for 2012 is 

Cleve Hardacker from the Silver Gate Yacht Club in San 

Diego.  The Vice President ï South, serving with me, is 

Karen Rhyne from the Balboa Yacht Club in Newport Har-

bor.  Karen is an attorney and also serves as a Commission-

er on the Newport Harbor Commission. 

 

The $10 assessment included in the MWYC by-laws for 

RBOC was adopted many years ago and has never been 

increased.  Members are, therefore, encouraged to make 

additional donations.  You can be assured that supporting 

RBOC is the most cost effective boating expense you have! 

 

I will do my best to keep you up to date on the issues that 

will be most important to you, and ask that you keep me 

current on your concerns.  Please stay tuned! 

 

Jack Michael, SC 

R.B.O.C. Vice President-North 

R.B.O.C. Report,  Jack Michael SC, R.B.O.C.  Vice President North  

P.I.C.Y.A. Report ñJack Michael, SCñDelegate  

The first Delegates Meeting of the year will be Monday, Feb-

ruary 6, 2012 at Pittsburg Yacht Club.  The March Meeting 

will be on Monday, the 5th, at the Discovery Bay YC.  Let 

me know if you would like to attend one of these meetings, 

which are fairly close, or any of the other monthly meetings 

during the year.  The dinners are usually very good, and 

sometimes excellent, and getting to know other clubs and 

members from all over Northern California is really enjoya-

ble, and very important to spread the word of our new Club-

house and  to encourage participation in our activities.  To 

better introduce PICYA Delegates to Marina West Yacht 

Club, we will be hosting the April Meeting, so you may want 

to attend the February or March Meeting to be prepared.  We 

will need everyoneôs help to show the 120 to 140 folks that 

usually attend these meetings our great MWYC hospitality! 

 

The PICYA Commodores Ball and Installation (Change of 

Watch) of officers will be held at the Corinthian Yacht Club 

in Tiburon on January 28, 2012.  Mia Bernt, Richardson Bay 

and Little Venice Yacht Clubs, will be installed as Commo-

dore.  Our own Linda Breninger will be completing her year 

as PICYA Commodore.  If you would like to join the 

Breningers, Michaels, and possibly other MWYC members, 

give me a call or go to picya.org to make reservations.  The 

dinner is $75 per person. 

 

There will be a PICYA Leadership Conference on February 

25, 2012 at the Pittsburg YC.  I always encourage the 

MWYC Officers to attend.  It is even more important this 

year as we continue to promote our new location. 

 

Happy New Year to you all!! 

 

JACK MICHAEL, SC 

PICYA Delegate 
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Monthly Safety Tips/Reminders ñRolf Powers Safety Officer  

 

Old Flares Breed a 

Dilemma 
By Wayne Spivak, Branch 

Chief ï National Training Department, 

United States Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 

 

The off-season is here, and youôre begging to get back into the boating season. While chomping at the proverbial bit, you begin to sort through 

your boat equipment. You find your pyrotechnic safety items. Weôre talking about your flares, your meteors and your orange smokes.  Accord-

ing to Coast Guard regulations the shelf life for pyrotechnic devices is three (3) years from manufacture. It is also suggested that you keep the 

ñjustò expired flares, smokes and meteors. While they donôt meet the federal 

requirements, in all likelihood they probably still work. If you keep rotating your new flares with your ñjustò expired flares, that means when 

your new flares expire, your old flares will have been onboard for six years.   

Letôs focus on flares for the moment, but the following generalizations are also true for all pyrotechnics. The federal minimum standard re-

quires three flares. Should you ever need to ignite them, youôll find that a single flareôs life isnôt very long. Should you fire off your flare at an 

inopportune moment, youôve wasted what is probably 33% of your chances of being located by a passing ship or plane - if youôve decided to 

only meet the minimum federal standards of three flares. A very sobering thought!  If you keep your older (just expired) flares on the boat, at-

tempt to light these off first. Then, if they do work, youôve increased your number of flares by a factor of two. If they donôt work, well nothing 

ventured is nothing gained.  But what do you do about the second generation (older than 6 years) of retired flares? The question you need to ask 

yourself is; ñDo I think they will ignite?ò If you donôt feel confident keeping these second generation retired flares, then you will need to dis-

pose of them, safely and legally.   

 

Pyrotechnic Disposal 

You have two choices when considering disposal of flares and other pyrotechnical equipment: 

1. (Preferred method): Contact your local fire department, sanitation department or environmental protection department and determine your 

local hazardous waste material disposal rules. Then follow the rules.   

2. Contact your local Coast Guard Auxiliary and/or United States Power Squadron unit and see if they would like to have some old flares for 

training purposes.  

The Auxiliary and the Power Squadron teach boating courses year-round, and many of them sponsor (after receiving permission from the Coast 

Guard) pyrotechnic training days for the public.  The Auxiliary has many more of these days for their members, since those members who want 

to qualify in the Boat Crew and Coxswain on-the water missions need to know how to use flares and other pyrotechnical devices.  Actually 

learning how to use pyrotechnics is a very important experience. Knowing how to ignite them, seeing how they burn, and how the slag drops is 

important information. Pyrotechnics are dangerous! A good reason to take a safe boating course and a better reason for possibly 

joining the Auxiliary!  However, there is a limit to both the Auxiliary and the Power Squadronôs need for flares, and other pyro-

technic devices. Neither organization could possibly use all the manufactured devices that have fallen outside the Coast Guard 

legal.  

To learn more about what to do during a boating emergency, why not take a boating safety course! The United States Coast 

Guard Auxiliary has a variety of boating courses geared for all levels of boating knowledge.  You can contact your local Auxilia-

ry Flotilla by either calling your local Coast Guard unit or visiting 

The Coast Guard on the web at http://www.uscg.mil/default.asp or the Coast Guard Auxiliary at http://www.cgaux.org (also, 

of course, the Power Squadron offers boating safety courses and ñSkipper Saverò courses as well). 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uscg.mil/default.asp
http://www.cgaux.org
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   HO HO HO CHRISTMAS PARTY!HO HO HO CHRISTMAS PARTY!HO HO HO CHRISTMAS PARTY!    

Mr. & Mrs. Claus  

Georgia Field & Commodore Ken  

SOME OF THE CLAN!  
ROBIN, JACK, JANE & JOY  

JOY LOVES SANTA  JERRY & TINA TREMAIN  

THE ANTHONYS  
MIKE & JANE MC INTYRE  
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MORE CHRISTMAS FUN!!  
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MARY ANN METHENITIS  
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CLIFF  
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KEN 

1ST LADY JUDY  
MIKE  

JOHN ANTHONY  


