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Devilôs Isle? 

 

Jack and Mary Lee Michael, with some 

help from some other very hard work-

ing MWYC members, made our visi-

tors from the Richmond Yacht Club 

feel right at home when they cruised 

into our harbor during the middle of the 

week the first part of September.  Jack 

treated them to his Famous Chicken, so 

we all know they will be coming back. 

 

On September 9th the MWYC cruised 

to Pittsburg YC to enjoy the Pittsburg 

Seafood festival. Those of us that made 

the trip, including the ones that came 

by car, enjoyed a delicious Friday night 

dinner at the Pittsburg YC.  And, the 

Seafood Festival the next day turned  

                         Continued on Pg. 4 

From the Commodore,  Ken Dretzka  

    
 From the Vice Commodore, Ron Harper  

Our Clubsô annual visit 

to Devilôs Isle was very 

well attended this year.  

Counting our hosts, a 

total of fourteen boats were parked at the 

Devilôs Isle docks!  All that attended 

were treated to an unbelievable ñLow 

Country Seafood Boilò on Saturday 

night.  It has become a common practice 

for the Chairs for this event, as all the 

ones theyôve done in the past, to contin-

ue to outdo themselves. And they did it 

once again.  Great job Ed & Bonnie 

Stetson!   

 

The only thing that got screwed up dur-

ing the whole weekend was the kite fly-

ing contest as Ed forgot to order up the 

wind.  Everything else turned out 

GREAT.  Who ever heard of no wind at 

For those interested in the offices of the 

Club, the PICYA Management Confer-

ence is on the 15th of October.  Contact 

the Commodore for details. 
 

The Board Meeting is on Oct. 13th and 

the General Meeting is on the 28th. 
 

Donôt forget the Halloween Castawayôs 

and Sea Ray Clubs cruise for Hallow-

een.  Costumes and good times on Oct. 

21st. 
 

We welcomed Joy Potter as a new pro-

bationary member at the September 

 

Greetings fellow boaters! 

 

Sept. 30-Oct. 1  is our Burrito Bowl and  

Chili Cook-Off, donôt miss it!! Bring 

your money for the burrito and your fa-

vorite recipe for the chili to share. 
 

The Make-a-Wish Cruise is on the same 

time frame as the Chili Cook-Off.  
 

The Bay Cruise with the Pittsburg Yacht 

Club is Oct. 7ð16, for anyone interested 

in participating. 
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The ANCHOR  

Is now available  

Electronically.  

If you received this 

through the mail, it 

means we donõt have 

your e -mail address.  

Please e-mail Mary Lee 

Michael  

The Official Publication of the Marina West Yacht Club, 14900 W. Hwy. 12 at Tower Park, Lodi, CA 

23rd General Meeting.  

Welcome Joy! 
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OFFICERS & COMMITTEE 

CHAIRS  

Commodore:  

Ken Dretzka  

 

Vice Commodore:  

Ron Harper  

 

Rear Commodore:  

Cliff Hahn  

 

Jr. Staff Commodore:  

Ed Stetson  

 

Directors:  

Jeff Rose 

Bonnie Stetson  

 

Secretary:  

Judy Dretzka  

 

Treasurer:  

Lynn Hahn  

 

Parliamentarian:  

Jack Michael 

 

PICYA Delegates:  

Ed Stetson,  Jack Michael, Linda Breninger  

 

RBOC Delegate:  

Jack Michael 

 

Blue Gavel Dist. 19  

Jack Michael 

 

Club Manager:  

Jeff Rose 

 

Safety Officer:  

Ed Stetson  

 

Supply Officer:  

Christy Mc Cray  

 

Sunshine Committee: Mary Lee Michael  

 

Fleet Captains:  

 Ken & Judy Dretzka; Lynn & Cliff Hahn;  

 Ron Harper; Ed & Bonnie Stetson;  

   Jack & Mary Lee Michael; Ben & Robin Penn;  

Joe & Connie Pustizzi; Warren & Wendy Wynant  

EMERGENCYéééééééééé 911 
 
Contact  #(Message phone) (209) 477-7653 
 

      
Commodoreéééééééé..  Ken Dretzka 
          Home: (707)693-1665 
   Business:  (707)322-4908  
Club & Bar Manageréééééé Jeff Rose 
            Cell (209) 483-5218 
 
Port Captain       Ed Stetson 
                                        Home (209) 992-8073 
           Cell    (209) 670-5220 
 
The Anchor EditorééééMary Lee Michael 
           (209) 523-7750 
 E-Mail:  belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
Webmasteréééééééé....Ken Dretzka 
                                                    Commodore 
SunshineéééééééMary Lee Michael 
 

 
 

For more information about 
 Marina West Yacht Club 
& application forms 
 please contact: 

 
Ron Harper 

Vice Commodore 
 

Cell: (209) 969-0364 
 

E-mail:  docman444@yahoo.com 
 

 



Rear Commodore,  Cliff Hahn  

Port Captain, Ed Stetson  
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OCTOBER 
 

5TH Joan Hardy 
 
8TH  Pamela Bay 
 

   

 

Greetings to all you Yacht Club members! 

 

My but how the time flies!!!  It is already time to think about attend-

ing the October General Meeting.  We sure do need to see those of you who became 

members this last year, before we forget what you look like.  Some of your badges 

have not moved from the badge board, please come and join in the activities, you are 

really missed. 

 

Mark your calendar, as the October General Meeting is one week later than usual.  

Friday October 28th, adult beverages are at 6:00 p.m. with dinner @ 7:00 p.m., fol-

lowed by a brief  general membership meeting. 

 

Please call or e-mail Lynn with your reservations, for table setting purposesé.and 

bring along a food of your choice for the last POT LUCK of the year.  We have so 

many great chefs, the food is always wonderful.  As per usual, the Rear Commodore 

will provide the dessert.  Looking forward to seeing everyone on Fri8day, October 

28th. 

 

Cliff Hahn 

 

More Sailboats!! 

 Richmond Y.C cruised in.  

Yes, we had great sunsets at 

Buckley Cove, but they 

arenôt too shabby at Tower 

Park either. 

 

The Yacht Club Docks are always available for 

members use. If you want to bring your boat to 

the club for the weekend, or just for a day, it is 

important that you contact the Port Captain by 

email ed.griffin@yahoo.com , or by phone at 209 

992-8073 so we can make sure we have adequate 

docking.  Remember, the visiting club and their 

hosts have priority on our docks for cruise ins. 

 

Ed Stetson  
MARINA WEST YACHT CLUB 

AT TOWER PARK 

mailto:ed.griffin@yahoo.com


Commodore  

(Continued from page 1)  

out to be much better than last year and everyone had a 

wonderful time.  Iôm already looking forward to doing 

it again next year. 

 

All the pre-planning Ron Harper did for what has now 

become the annual MWYC ñClam Bakeò, really paid 

off.  The first course started at 1:00PM and we were 

still chowing down over six hours later!  All the food 

was absolutely great too.  It would be hard to conclude 

what my favorite waséshrimp, steamed clams, crab 

casserole, lobster, clam chowder or all the other stuff in 

between.  What a successful eventé..thanks to  Dr. 

Ron Harper!  I sure hope you plan on doing this again 

next year. 

 

óHope to see you sooné     
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SUNSHINESUNSHINESUNSHINE    

REPORTREPORTREPORT   

Happy to announce that Bonnie Stetson is feel-

ing much better after a procedure to make her 

sciatic nerve stop giving her pain.  Good to see 

you pain free Bonnie. 

 

Jack Michael is still in A-Fib but feels great 

anyway.  An EKG and Consultation with his 

Cardiologist will determine the next step on 

Monday Oct. 3rd.   

 

Debbie Grinstead is doing better after suffering 

a brain bleed several months ago.  Hope to see 

you soon Debbie.   

 

And last, but certainly not least, Ron ñDocò 

Harper has been gingerly chairing and attend-

ing our yacht club functions now.  Knee sur-

geries ended up with total knee replacement 

and his back decided to join in the pain and 

discomfort.  The final diagnosis is  ñitôs just 

going to take timeò.   Sounds like Doctor Speak 

to me.  Thank goodness for pain meds! 

 

Thatôs all for this month.  Hopefully by the 

next issue of The ANCHOR my report will be 

short and sweet! 

 

Please contact Mary Lee Michael if you have 

information for the Sunshine Report. 

belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
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I am pleased to report that the Legislature has adjourned the 

first half of this Legislative Session and your boaterôs dollars 

have pretty much been allocated for boating related purposes.  

There is still one issue out there that we are following closely 

and that is the realignment of public safety dollars from the 

State to the counties for taking on the transfer of prisoners 

from state prisons to county jails so the State can comply with 

a federal court order to reduce its prison population.  Local 

law enforcement officials are concerned that this realignment 

of funds may not be permanent while the additional responsi-

bility will!  We are concerned that  boaters provide a good 

amount of dollars for law enforcement on the waterways, and 

that some of those dollars will get siphoned off in the realign-

ment ñshuffleò. 

 

For now, we still appear to have won the ñCopper Bottom 

Paintò issue!  As I reported last month, SB 623 (Kehoe) is now 

a ñtwo year billò.  In addition, further progress is being made 

on getting the federal TMDLs in San Diego Bay substantially 

modified.  This would likely cause the copper bottom paint 

issue to vanish!  The latest news is that the Federal EPA has 

completed new testing on the waters in San Diego Bay and 

find that a new copper standard for toxicity is 6.8 parts per 

billion which is more than twice the allowable standard that 

led to the entire issue of banning copper based bottom paint.  

The EPA has further tested the waters in the Shelter Island 

yacht basin and find that under the new standard there is no 

copper toxicity problem!  None of this is yet official and 

likely wonôt be until sometime next year.  We are told that 

the Port of San Diego has gotten similar test results, but 

doesnôt want the findings publicized!! 

 

Our RBOC Directors in Southern California are keeping 

this pot stirred and are doing an exemplary job of looking 

out for boaterôs interest in this matter.  We will be issuing a 

ñBoaterôs Briefò on this and other issues in the next couple 

of weeks. 

 

I mentioned, in my report last month, that RBOC had asked 

each club to complete a ñCommunity Involvement Surveyò 

regarding all of their activities that benefit the community.  

We plan to develop an educational program that demon-

strates to legislators, and others, that boaters provide im-

portant contributions to their communities!  We are not 

those ñRich Folks with their Yachtsò!  Commodore Dretzka 

completed the MWYC response to the survey, and we thank 

you!  However, to date, very few clubs have responded so 

we are making a second effort to get the needed infor-

mation. 

  

I will do my best to keep you up to date on the issues that 

will be most important to you, and ask  that you keep me 

current on your concerns.  Please stay tuned! 

R.B.O.C. Report,  Jack Michael SC, R.B.O.C.  Vice President North  

P.I.C.Y.A. Report ñJack Michael, SCñDelegate  

The last Delegates Meeting was held at Presidio Yacht Club.  

Staff Commodore/PICYA Sgt.-At-Arms Ed Stetson and Di-

rector Bonnie; PICYA Commodore Linda Breninger and 

David; Staff PICYA Commodore Joan Hardy and Richard; 

and I attended.  They served a ñSalmon in a Pastryò dinner 

with a rice salad?!  For a small club with limited space and a 

large crowd, they did a good job!  The view of the Golden 

Gate Bridge from their clubhouse is spectacular, particularly 

at night!  The next meeting is on October 1, at the Tahoe 

Yacht Club.  MWYC will be represented by PICYA Commo-

dore Breninger.  

 

The PICYA Wheel Chair Regatta was held on September 24 

at Encinal YC in Alameda.  It was another great event to 

show some institutionalized, disabled veterans our apprecia-

tion and give them a cruise on San Francisco Bay along with 

a great BBQ.  Several hundred veterans enjoyed a great day 

being assisted by hundreds of volunteers!  Unfortunately 

Trixie Lee did not make it to the Regatta, but the Hardyôs 

Goniego IV and the Anthonyôs Blue Sky did.  Unfortunately, 

Blue Sky suffered mechanical difficulties and could not offer 

 veterans a ñRide on the Bayò!!  More importantly, MWYC 

was well represented by the Breningers, Hardys, Stetsons, 

and Michaels both on the water and on shore!!  Iôm advised 

that Commodore Breninger was given a new title by one of 

the veterans é. Vice Admiral!!! 

 

The PICYA Fall Management Conference will be held on 

October 15, 2011 at the Pittsburg Yacht Club.  These confer-

ences are very useful, particularly for yacht club officers, but 

new members would also find them interesting in learning 

about the variety of yacht club activities in Northern Califor-

nia.  Please contact me or Lynn Hahn if you are interested in 

attending. 

 

If you havenôt gotten a 2011 PICYA Yachting Yearbook, get 

to the Club and pick yours up.  Itôs part of your membership, 

it will also be the last hard copy YYB to be published!  See 

you at the Club! 
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Monthly Safety Tips/Reminders ñSafety Officer,  Ed Stetson  

October Safety Column ï By Ed Stetson 

From excerpted from:  from <http://www.uscgboating.org/safety/boating_under_the_influence_initiatives.aspx> 
  

 
U.S. Coast Guard  

BOATING UNDER THE INFLUENCE INITIATIVES 
BUI is just as deadly as drinking and driving!  
Did you know: 

The penalties for BUI can include large fines, revocation of operator privileges and serious jail terms? 

A boat operator is likely to become impaired more quickly than a driver, drink for drink? 

The use of alcohol is involved in about a third of all recreational boating fatalities? 
Every boater needs to understand the risks of boating under the influence of alcohol or drugs (BUI). It is illegal to operate a boat 
while under the influence of alcohol or drugs in every state. The Coast Guard also enforces a federal law that prohibits BUI. This 
law pertains to ALL boats (from canoes and rowboats to the largest ships) ð and includes foreign vessels that operate in U.S. 
waters, as well as U.S. vessels on the high seas. 

  

Dangers of BUI  
Alcohol affects judgment, vision, balance and coordination. These impairments increase the likelihood of accidents afloat ï for 
both passengers and boat operators. U.S. Coast Guard data shows that in boating deaths involving alcohol use, over half the vic-
tims capsized their boats and/or fell overboard. 
Alcohol is even more hazardous on the water than on land. The marine environment ï motion, vibration, engine noise, sun, wind 
and spray ï accelerates a drinker's impairment. These stressors cause fatigue that makes a boat operator's coordination, judg-
ment and reaction time decline even faster when using alcohol. 
Alcohol can also be more dangerous to boaters because boat operators are often less experienced and less confident on the wa-
ter than on the highway. Recreational boaters don't have the benefit of experiencing daily boat operation. In fact, boaters average 
only 110 hours on the water per year. 

Alcohol Effects  
Alcohol has many physical effects that directly threaten safety and well-being on the water. 
When a boater or passenger drinks, the following occur: 
Cognitive abilities and judgment deteriorate, making it harder to process information, assess situations, and make good choices. 
Physical performance is impaired - evidenced by balance problems, lack of coordination, and increased reaction time. 
Vision is affected, including decreased peripheral vision, reduced depth perception, decreased night vision, poor focus, and diffi-

culty in distinguishing colors (particularly red and green). 
Inner ear disturbances can make it impossible for a person who falls into the water to distinguish up from down. 
Alcohol creates a physical sensation of warmth - which may prevent a person in cold water from getting out before hypothermia 

sets in. 
As a result of these factors, a boat operator with a blood alcohol concentration above .10 percent is estimated to be more than 10 
times as likely to die in a boating accident than an operator with zero blood alcohol concentration. Passengers are also at greatly 
increased risk for injury and death - especially if they are also using alcohol. 

Enforcement and Penalties  
The Coast Guard and every state have stringent penalties for violating BUI laws. Penalties can include large fines, suspension or 
revocation of boat operator privileges, and jail terms. The Coast Guard and the states cooperate fully in enforcement in order to 
remove impaired boat operators from the waters. 
In waters that are overseen solely by the states, the states have the authority to enforce their own BUI statutes. In state waters 
that are also subject to U.S. jurisdiction, there is concurrent jurisdiction. That means if a boater is apprehended under Federal law 
in these waters, the Coast Guard will (unless precluded by state law) request that state law enforcement officers take the intoxicat-
ed boater into custody. 

When the Coast Guard determines that an operator is impaired, the voyage may be terminated. The vessel will be brought to 
mooring by the Coast Guard or a competent and un-intoxicated person on board the recreational vessel.  

 

Depending on the circumstances, the Coast Guard may arrest the operator, detain the operator until sober, or turn the operator 
over to state or local authorities.                                                      Continued on Page 7 

http://www.uscgboating.org/safety/boating_under_the_influence_initiatives.aspx
http://www.uscg.mil/
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While there are still some improvements to be made to the galley, it is certainly more efficient and comfortable now that the 

floor and walls are done. We can now maintain food safety in the galley. Please continue to clean both refrigerators out after 

events. Leftovers donôt do well unless frozen. 

This committee is on hiatus while we build up the treasury and decide on the next priorities. My thanks to all who contributed 

time, sweat and dollars to this project 

Ed Stetson - Chair 

 

Boating Safety ñcontinued from Pg. 6  

 

 

Tips for Avoiding BUI  
Boating, fishing and other water sports are fun in their own right. Alcohol can turn a great day on the water into the tragedy of a 
lifetime. 
Consider these alternatives to using alcohol while afloat: 
  
Take along a variety of cool drinks, such as sodas, water, iced tea, lemonade or non-alcoholic beer. 
Bring plenty of food and snacks. 
Wear clothes that will help keep you and your passengers cool. 
Plan to limit your trip to a reasonable time to avoid fatigue. Remember that it's common to become tired more quickly on the 

water. 
If you want to make alcohol part of your day's entertainment, plan to have a party ashore at the dock, in a picnic area, at a 

boating club, or in your backyardé. Choose a location where you'll have time between the fun and getting back into your 
car or boat. 

If you dock somewhere for lunch or dinner and drink alcohol with your meal, wait a reasonable time (estimated at a minimum 
of an hour per drink) before operating your boat. 

Having no alcohol while aboard is the safest way to enjoy the water ð intoxicated passengers are also at risk of injury and 
falls overboard. 

Spread the word on the dangers of BUI. Many recreational boaters forget that a boat is a vehicle - and that safe operation is 
a legal and personal responsibility. 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.uscgboating.org/resources/default.aspx


Page 8 Volume 11, Issue 10 

DEVILõS ISLE CRUISE OUT 

Lots of boats! Loads of FUN! Commodore Ken ñthe morning afterò  

Little Boat Races 
Low Country Seafood Boil Mmmm Good 

Little Fast BoatðWinner?? Tim Methenitis & Ken D. 

Bloody Maryôs on the Patio 

Jack Michael  

Thank You Devils Isle! 
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RICHMOND YC CRUISE - IN  

Don & Mary Farquharson 

Weôre Here!! Some of the Gang Relaxing 

Beautiful Sailboat 

Vice Commodore Ron 

Harper and Rear Com-

modore Cliff Hahn 

A little afternoon break! 


