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Berkeley… 
 
This year’s annual MWYC crab feed was 
exceptionally well attended with nearly 
two-hundred people chowing down on ab-
solutely unbelievably scrumptious crab. 
Not only did we all have a great time, we 
also made a little money along the way.  
Thanks go to all who donated the great gifts 
for the silent auction and raffle and also to 
all the folks in helping with the set up and 
break down.  What a team we are! 
 
The Wine & Chocolate festival in Lodi was 
fantabulous!  Candy Calloway outdid her-
self as  all her plans seemed to crash but 
everything still ended coming successfully 
back together.  The very lucky Marina 
West, Oxbow and Driftwood Yacht Club 
members who opted to sign up were taken 
to a total of . . . .Continued on Page 4 

From the Commodore, Ken Dretzka 

    
 From the Vice Commodore Ron Harper 

      
Many MWYC members 
attended the installation of 
our member Linda Bren-

inger as Commodore of  PICYA the last 
weekend in January.  A great time was had 
by all at this very impressive “black tie” af-
fair.  The installation came off without a 
hitch and Linda looked downright stunning.  
Her  escort,  David, didn’t look all bad ei-
ther.  A great meal was served; enjoyable 
music came from an outstanding band 
which, of course, led to dancing into the 
night.     
 
Meanwhile, back at the MWYC Clubhouse, 
the Village West Yacht Club came over and 
visited.  But, no worries, Lynn, with help 
from Warren, Wendy, Joe, Connie, Doc, 
Christi, Cliff, Ben and Jeff pulled off yet 
another successful Cruise In.  All working so 
hard as many of us wined and dined in 

so be sure to mingle with our guests. We 
need to continue growing for our financial 
health. 
 
I shall be attending the PICYA leadership 
conference this month, hopefully to pick up 
some pointers for our club. 
 
Look over March’s Schedule we have a 
wealth of activities planned. Come on 
down!  
 
 

What a grand Crab feed! It 
seems better each year, if that 
is possible, great food, 

sprightly service, and good company. This 
was not only a financial success but also 3 
new potential members recruited! 
 
Sorry I missed the super bowl party, but was 
perfecting my chili recipe for the Sept cook 
off contest. All you cooks better start experi-
menting now if you think you can beat me! 
 
By the time you read this the Valentine’s Fest 
will be history, but promises to be a good one 
not to miss, with 2 clubs cruising in. Remem-
ber the secret to our clubs success is the ca-
maraderie that we exemplify at these events; 
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The ANCHOR  
Is now available  
Electronically. 

If you received this 
through the mail, it 
means we don’t have 
your e-mail address.  

Please e-mail Mary Lee 
Michael @ 

  belpassidr@sbcglobal.
net 
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OFFICERS & COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS 

Commodore:  
Ken Dretzka  

 
Vice Commodore:  

Ron Harper 
 

Rear Commodore: 
Cliff Hahn 

 
Jr. Staff Commodore: 

Ed Stetson 
 

Directors: 
Jeff Rose 

Bonnie Stetson 
 

Secretary: 
Judy Dretzka 

 
Treasurer: 
Lynn Hahn 

 
Parliamentarian: 

Jack Michael 
 

PICYA Delegates: 
Ed Stetson,  Jack Michael, Linda Breninger 

 
RBOC Delegate: 

Jack Michael 
 

Blue Gavel Dist. 19 
Jack Michael 

 
Club Manager: 

Jeff Rose 
 

Safety Officer: 
Ed Stetson 

 
Supply Officer: 
Christy Mc Cray 

 
Sunshine Committee: Mary Lee Michael 

 
Fleet Captains:  

 Ken & Judy Dretzka; Lynn & Cliff Hahn; 
 Ron Harper; Ed & Bonnie Stetson; 

   Jack & Mary Lee Michael; Ben & Robin Penn; 
Joe & Connie Pustizzi; Warren & Wendy Wynant 

EMERGENCY…………………………      911 
 
Contact  #(Message phone) (209) 477-7653 
 
                                                       
Commodore……………………..  Ken Dretzka 
                                       Home: (707)6 93-1665 
                                Business:  (707)322 -4908  
Club & Bar Manager……………… Jeff Rose 
                                         Cell (209)  483-5218 
 
Port Captain (Acting)…… ………..Ed Stetson 
                                        Home (209) 992-8073 
                                        Cell    (209) 670-5220 
 
The Anchor Editor…………Mary Lee Michael 
                                                  (209) 523-7750 
           E-Mail:  belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
Webmaster……………………....Ken Dretzka 
                                                    Commodore 
Sunshine…………………Mary Lee Michael 
 

 
 

For more information about 
 Marina West Yacht Club 

& application forms 
 please contact: 

 
Ron Harper 

Vice Commodore 
 

Cell: (209) 969-0364 
 

E-mail:  docman444@yahoo.com 
 
 



Rear Commodore,  Cliff Hahn 

The Yacht Club Docks are always available for members 
use. If you want to bring your boat to the club for the 
weekend, or just for a day, it is important that you con-
tact the Port Captain by email ed.griffin@yahoo.com , or 
by phone at 209 992-8073 so we can make sure we have 
adequate docking.  Remember, the visiting club and their 
hosts have priority on our docks for cruise ins. 
 
Ed Stetson  
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FOR SALE 
 

1988 AVENGER  9’      
1988 YAMAHA  40 HP    

1988 CUSTOM TRAILER 
 

Runs Great!  $2,500 or Best Offer 
 

Phone (916) 334-3209 
 

Wes and Kathy Lewis 
 
 

WANTED 
 

ROLLING CLOTHES RACK FOR OUR BOATIQUE 
(that’s boutique for the spellers in the Club) 

 
Contact the Boatique Manager Christy Mc Cray  

Or 
Any Club Member 

 

MARCH 
 

  5  Linda Breninger 
  6   Ken Dretzka 
13 John Tulich 
15 Mark Bay 
18 John Anthony 
22 Christy Mc Cray 
23 Ramon Mata 
24 Randy Garrett 
27 Shelly Neace 
31    Debbie Grotewohl 

  Greetings to all you real Irishmen and to all of our “Once A Year Honorary 
Irish men. 
 
The next General Meeting is one day after the real day, March 18th.  Hope 
you will all join in for a great meal and General Meeting. 
 

Please send your reservations to attend, the price is $12.50, and Jack Michael has offered to 
cook his famous chicken on the BBQ.  Of course, we will have other items to compliment the 
entrée, just haven’t made a decision at press time as to what else will be served. 
 
RSVP to Lynn @ lynnehahn@comcast.net  or (209) 477-7653 no later than March 15th. 
 
DELTA CHAMBER MIXER, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9TH @ MWYC 
 
Please come and join in the festivities.  For MWYC Members, arrival time 5:15 and bring 
an appetizer. The event is held from 6:00 to 7:30, but I need you and your appetizers there 
early so we can all meet and greet.  (Usually there are 50—70 People in attendance.) 
 
Please call or e-mail and let me know if you are attending, sure don’t want egg on my face, 
with no members in attendance and no appetizers!!!! 
 
Thank You again MWYC Members, I know you will all make us look really good!!! 

Lynn 

Acting Port Captain,  Ed Stetson 



Commodore 
(Continued from page 1) 

nine different wineries where a whole lot of wine was con-
sumed and pounds of chocolate were sampled along with way 
too many hors d'oeuvres.  We even had a DJ help finish us 
off after a wonderful lasagna dinner at our Clubhouse.  Did 
we ever have a fun time! 
 
On Sunday of that same weekend, the I.O.B.G. had their New 
Member Induction Meeting at our Clubhouse.  After their 
meeting, our very own Jeff Rose prepared enough hamburg-
ers and hot dogs to feed seventy-two hungry people.  And 
what a great job he did!   
 
We had such a good time with all the Sea Ray Club members 
during their Cruise In to our Club President’s Day Weekend. 
They kept us in stitches while we kept their tummies full with 
super meals prepared by Ben & Robin Penn with a little help 
from their friends Ed & Bonnie.  Besides being about a half a 
bubble off, these SeaRay people really know how to have a 
good time!  We’re already looking forward to their next visit. 
 
We’ve started off this year with a very fun but busy two 
months at the MWYC.  Thanks to all who have and will help 
make this year what looks to be a great success.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK RENTSCHLER 
REGULAR MEMERSHIP 

 
RANDY AND RAMONA GARRETT 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 
 

TIM AND MARY ANN METHENITIS 
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 

 
These applications will be voted on at the March Board of 
Directors Meeting. 
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Our Sympathies and Prayers go to David 
Breninger and his family in the loss of his 
Father last week in Phoenix AZ. 
 
A Memorial Service was held in Phoenix 
on Sunday February 20th. 
 
We are deeply sorry for your loss. 
 

Linda Breninger Commodore Officers and Directors 

Officers and Directors Officers and Directors 

NEW MEMBER APPLICATIONS  
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It will be a very busy year if the past few weeks are any indica-
tion!  With the many studies underway regarding the Delta 
habitat and improved water resources, the financial issues fac-
ing the State, and the introduction of the many bills that occurs 
at the beginning of a new Legislative Session, your RBOC Di-
rectors are working overtime to protect your interests.   
 
So far, boater’s dollars have not become any real focus in the 
budget discussions except to be raised as a possible source of 
funding if the tax extensions contained in Governor Brown’s 
proposed budget solution are not approved by the voters.  We 
are still reviewing all of the bills introduced, and will be devel-
oping positions on them during March.  However, one bill has 
jumped out at us that was introduced on February 18, which 
was the deadline for bill introduction.  It is SB 623 (Kehoe) and 
would prohibit the manufacture, sale, or distribution, in Califor-
nia, of marine antifouling paints that contain copper.  Senator 
Kehoe is from San Diego and the bill appears to result from the 
studies conducted by the San Diego Port Authority as required 
by the State Water Resources Control Board and the US EPA.  
We have some issues with their studies and are working with 
Senator Kehoe. RBOC has a good working relationship with 
the Senator, but we will likely need all of your help on this is-
sue.   
 
I am RBOC’s representative on the California Energy Commis-
sion’s Technical Advisory Committee for their Alternative and 

Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program which is 
now in the process of finalizing the types of projects for 
which they will entertain funding for the 2011-12 funding cy-
cle.  We are trying to get some funding for detailed studies 
on the impact of ethanol use in marine engines.  As you 
know, from the very limited studies that have been con-
ducted, ethanol and marine engines don’t mix well, so to 
speak. 
 
RBOC will also be holding its annual Legislative Day and 
Board Meeting in Sacramento on April 5 and 6.  We will be 
setting our Legislative Program at that meeting.  Also, 
RBOC is offering a Delta Tour for the Directors on April 7 to 
learn more about the Delta, particularly for the southern Di-
rectors.  We don’t know at this writing if there is enough in-
terest from the Directors to make this tour a reality, but in the 
planning stage, MWYC has arranged for overnight accom-
modations in the KOA Tower Park Resort and food and 
drink in our clubhouse the evening of April 6 and morning of 
April 7.  I may be asking your help to make this a memorable 
event for your RBOC Directors. 
 
I will do my best to keep you up to date on the issues that 
will be most important to you, and ask that you keep me cur-
rent on your concerns.  Please stay tuned! 
 

 

R.B.O.C. Report,  Jack Michael SC, R.B.O.C. Vice President-North 

P.I.C.Y.A. Report—Jack Michael, SC—Delegate 

The first Delegates Meeting of the year was held on 
February 7, 2011 at Coyote Point Yacht Club. Staff 
Commodore/PICYA Sgt.-At-Arms Stetson and Director 
Bonnie, Richard and Joan Hardy, and Mary Lee and I 
attended.  We gave a report on our very successful 
Crab Feed and invited all to consider cruising in to 
MWYC, with open dates available in the third and fourth 
quarter of the year. The March Delegates Meeting will 
be on Monday, the 7th, at the Half Moon Bay YC.  Let 
me know if you would like to attend one of these meet-
ings during the year.  The dinners are usually very 
good, and sometimes excellent, and getting to know 
other clubs and members from all over Northern Califor-
nia is really enjoyable.  
 
Thank you to Commodore Dretzka and Judy, the Stet-
sons, Fields, Calloways, Marshs, Michaels and Dave 
Breninger for attending the very successful installation 
of Linda Breninger as PICYA Commodore.  It was a 
great event that nearly 200 attended at the DoubleTree 
at Berkeley Marina.  We all had fun dancing and party-
ing!  Congratulations, Linda!!  

The PICYA Leadership Conference was held on Feb-
ruary 26 at the Golden Gate YC.  Although this report 
is being written prior to the Conference, there is a 
great contingent of MWYC members planning to at-
tend.  
 
The PICYA Opening Day on the Bay will be May 1, 
this year.  Although the traditional “Opening Day on 
the Bay” is the last  Sunday in April, it was changed 
this year due to Easter falling on that day.  If you are 
interested in viewing the parade from the PICYA 
Committee Boat let me, Ed, or Linda know and we 
can help you with reservations, or you can go to pi-
cya.org and make your reservations.  The day in-
cludes a continental breakfast, a buffet lunch, ring 
side seat for the Parade, and a beautiful day on a 
large Hornblower Yacht on The Bay; and all for just 
$75 per person if you make your reservation by April 
1, 2011.  We had a great time last year on this Horn-
blower cruise! 
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Monthly Safety Tips/Reminders—Safety Officer,  Ed Stetson 

 

 

 

 
 March Safety Report – By Ed Stetson 

"Free" is not a term you often associate with boating. But the U.S. government does indeed provide boaters with a 
great deal of material – much of at no charge – if you know where to look.  

Uncle Sam's best-known free marine resource is probably electronic navigation charts. The U.S. government stands 
alone among nations, offering charts in both raster and vector formats for download at no charge. Other countries, 
such as Canada, still charge boaters to obtain their charts.  

But charts are not the only resource offered by the government. Uncle Sam also offers lists of corrections to keep 
your charts up to date and Coast Pilots to let you know what to expect. Using these tools together with your charts 
will give you a great deal of valuable information about the waters you travel.  

Of course, there are stores that will change you for these same publications. But the information is available free to 
anyone with an Internet connection and some time – again, if you know where to look.  

NOTICE TO MARINERS 

Two important resources are the Notice to Mariners and the Local Notice to Mariners. All charts, even the electronic 
ones, have a publication date. This is the date that the chart was "locked in." Anything that changes after that date has 
to be changed by hand – by you – to keep the chart up to date.  

These changes can be as simple as a buoy that has been temporarily removed for maintenance or as sophisticated as 
the addition of a new channel. For the chart to be considered "legal," it has to be updated, especially if you are a li-
censed captain who carries paying passengers. 

The U.S. Coast Guard is one of the agencies responsible for keeping track of all the changes on charts and notifying 
mariners of those changes. To do this, the government produces two sets of documents, known as the Notice to Mari-
ners and the Local Notice to Mariners. They are posted electronically. 

 A Local Notice to Mariners is published for each of the nine Coast Guard districts. If 
your boating is confined to a single area, you can sign up for the local notice of just 
that district. The local notices are the first published source of changes to charts and 
related publications. The notice system is also used for notifications about outages to 
GPS satellites, changes in technical specifications and even information about impor-
tant events that might affect boating traffic. 

Information on the Local Notice to Mariners can be found at the Coast Guard's web-
site, and you can use this site to download the most recent local notices in a PDF for-
mat (this makes them searchable, by the way). You can also sign up to be notified via email as new notices become 
available. Again, this is all free. 

The Notice to Mariners, also published on a weekly basis, covers the entire collection of U.S. nautical publications 
and are not restricted to a specific location. It is designed to be used by oceangoing vessels and may not always have 
corrections for charts that are inland of the major bays and sounds. In the past, information generally was published 

Free Government Resources  
The Government Makes Free Navigation Resources Available, if You Know Where to Look.  

Excerpted from “Mad Mariner” by permission 

Updated July 22, 2008  
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first in the Local Notice to Mariners and then was added to the Notice to Mariners, but with the advent of electronic 
databases and online dissemination, that's not always the case anymore.  

Because the Notice to Mariners is published by the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, based on information 
prepared jointly by the Coast Guard and NOAA's National Ocean Service, they are available from the NGA website, 
also in PDF format. Because of the size of the notices, they can be downloaded as a single file or in smaller subsec-
tions as needed. Generally, it's advisable to read all of the notices online before deciding what to download and store. 

 

The Notice to Mariners is not limited to U.S. charts and navigational publications. More than 60 countries produce 
nautical charts and use some form of publication to keep them updated. Canada, Great Britain and most of the Euro-
pean countries have some form of online distribution. 

LIGHT LISTS 

Most nautical charts contain a great deal of information about lighthouses and buoys, but some information is just too 
involved to print on a chart. Information about light sectors, periods of reduced intensity or removal, as well as a de-
scription of the light's physical structure, often have to be left off. However, the Coast Guard produces a companion 
publication for each set of charts, called the U.S. Light Lists, which includes all of this information and more. The 
Light Lists are organized geographically and go through the lights in a linear fashion, so if you can find one light, the 
ones above and below it on the list are usually nearby.  

The back section of the lists also includes an alphabetical index, so if you know the name but not the location of a 
light, you can use the index to guide you to the proper section. The Light Lists also give the latitude and longitude of 
major lights, making it easier to find them on the charts. Finally, the Light Lists contain facts on the structure of U.S. 
lights, a guide to abbreviations and information on figuring out how far a light can be seen in various atmospheric 
conditions. Again, all free, free, free. 

The Light Lists are available online on the Coast Guard's website, and are generally updated annually. Lists are kept 
current using the information in each Local Notice to Mariners and the Notice to Mariners. It is easiest to download 
the entire Light List for the area you are interested in and then print out the pages pertaining to the charts you are us-
ing. This is especially helpful if you will be visiting a new area and you want to have the most recent information for 
that area. 

COAST PILOTS 

While the Light Lists provide very specific information about navigational lights, the U.S. Coast Pilots offer a much 
larger amount of information about an area, a body of water or rules that might affect your 
travels.  

Coast Pilots are also organized geographically and are generally numbered counterclockwise 
around the continental United States, with sections for the Great Lakes, Hawaii, Alaska and 
the outlying American islands, including Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands and South Pacific 
possessions. 

The Coast Pilot is a government – which is to say, free – version of a cruising guide, giving 
detailed information on everything from anchorage areas to the telephone numbers for lift 
bridges and port captains. Pictures of harbor areas and channels give a bird's-eye view of ap-
proaches and anchorages. Details like the course and distances between major ports can be 

found within each section, and the information can always be referenced back to the applicable charts. A good tech-
nique for choosing the charts you might need in a new area is to review the information in the applicable Coast Pilot 
and then make your decisions based on how much detail is described there. 

One of the most useful functions of the Coast Pilot is to provide expanded information about what is on the related 
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 charts. All U.S. charts bear at least one note that indicates which copy of the Coast Pilot is directly related to the 
chart. Most charts have a dozen notes or even more. Each note contains a bare description of the information that the 
chart maker feels is important and directs the user to the expanded information in the Coast Pilot. It could be related 
to navigational information, magnetic variation differences or even the location, size and, most important, hours of 
operation of military practice areas and bombing ranges. Boating near such an area is a mistake you only make once, 
so the utility of the Coast Pilot become clear.  

Coast Pilots have been around for centuries and can still be purchased in a bound format from nautical bookstores and 
chandleries, as well as from NOAA. However, like the other government publications, the Coast Pilots can be 
downloaded free, in whole or in part, directly from the Coast Guard website. To keep your copies up to date, correc-
tions can be found in the Notice to Mariners. 

 

 

Commodore Ken and Prize Winner 

Some of the 200 in attendance! 

The Fields—Father and Son Gordon & Jerrie—Lovin That CRAB! 

Continued on Page 10 
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What a fabulous time you missed if you were not in attendance.  A group of ten or twelve members were in the Bay Area at-
tending the installation of Linda Breninger as Commodore of PICYA.  We are really proud of you Linda! 
 
Saturday evening  we tried something different, Beef & Chicken Fondue.  I am happy to say it was a great success.  I have 
heard from several who attended that after returning home, they have pulled their fondue pot out of the cupboard and have 
used it several times. 
 
I wish to thank again my committee for all their hard work, sometimes duplicate work, on Friday evening.  Our head count 
was MWYC 14, VWYC 12, by Saturday evening the count was MYWC 15, VWYC 19, great job everyone. 
 
The committee was Ron, Jeff, Christy, Ben & Robin, Joe & Connie, Warren & Wendy, and yes, Cliff.  Thank you all again 
for all your cooperation and hard  work.  I could not have pulled it off without each and every one of you.  We even found 
time to play Mexican Train in the afternoon! 
 
Event Chair,   
Lynn Hahn 

MWYC Vice Commodore  
Ron Harper 

Chairperson Lynn Hahn Village West boaters kicking back 

The Party’s On!! 

Enjoying our Gorgeous Bar! 
Thanks to Norm Calloway 

Let the Party Begin! 

Village West YC 
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Commodore Ken & 1st Lady Judy Dretzka 
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Arrival at 
Michael—David 

 
Just the first of  9  

Wonderful Wineries 
 

THANK YOU 
CANDY CALLOWAY 

CHAIRPERSON 
FOR AN 

AWESOME  
WEEKEND! 
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MARINA WEST YACHT 
CLUB 

14900 W. Hwy. 12 
At Tower Park 

Lodi, CA 
 

Phone: 209-477-7653 
 www.MWYC.org 

We’re on the Web 

@ 

 www. mwyc.org 

 


