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already looking forward to the next time. 

 

The MWYCôs 32nd Annual Delta Reflec-

tions Lighted Boat Parade is now history.  

The parade is always held on the first Sat-

urday of December and was again chaired 

by Lynn Hahn.  Can you believe that Lynn 

has been in charge of this event for twelve 

years!  While the total number of entries for 

2011 was down a little, the overall beauty 

and ingenuity of the decorations on each 

individual boat seemed a little merrier and 

brighter.  Unfortunately, the MWYC lost its 

reign of having the most boats entered this 

year and has passed that honor on to the 

Stockton Yacht Club.  But, letôs see if we 

can get that honor back in 2012. 
 

Itôs hard to believe itôs almost time to turn 

the page on 2011é 
 

Letôs all have a Merry Christmas!  And a  

HAPPY NEW YEAR too! 

From the Commodore,  Ken Dretzka  

    
 From the Vice Commodore, Ron Harper  

We received some very 

good news during the annu-

al PICYA Awards Dinner 

last month.  Thanks to our 

newsletter editor, The Anchor tied for a very 

prestigious Second Place Wilder Award as 

being one of the best newsletters in the 

realm of PICYAôs 107 yacht clubs.  Con-

gratulations go to Mary Lee Michael for 

continuing to do an absolutely fantastic job! 
 

But thereôs still more!  We are once again 

recognized as a THREE STAR CLUB!  We 

also achieved Six Years of Perfect Attend-

ance at Delegates Meetings!  Thanks go to 

all of us for helping to make such a great 

yacht club and special thanks to our PICYA 

delegates, Jack Michael especially, for mak-

ing sure we are always represented. 
 

Our 2nd Annual Pasta Feed was gastronomi-

cally delicious!  Ben and Robin Penn did an 

unbelievable and wonderful job.  I donôt 

know how they pulled it off so well but Iôm 

Watch and Christmas party.  Bring a snack 

to share. Then on Dec. 17th we will have 

our own Club Christmas with our tradition-

al funny gift exchange, so donôt miss it. 

The New Years Eve Party is just tentative 

yet so let the Commodore hear your inter-

est. 
 

Katherine Graham, & Danny Neace were 

introduced at the last general meeting as the 

latest new member applicants, Welcome! 
 

Plan to COME ON DOWN! 

 

Hope your Thanksgiving was as great as 

mine! Now Christmas is just around the cor-

ner.  Hope you are further ahead on your 

Christmas shopping than I am.  
 

Donôt hole up and rot this month, we still 

have an active club life. On Dec. 3rd the 

Lighted Boat Parade with our ever loyal Lynn 

Hahn giving us directions again.  On Dec. 4th 

the Lighted Boat Parade awards will be pre-

sented at the Club. Get those boats lit up and 

join the parade!  On Dec. 10th, we are hosting 

Tower Park Yacht club for their Change of 
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Is now available  
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Please e-mail Mary Lee 

Michael  

  belpassidr@ 

sbcglobal.net  

 

The Official Publication of the Marina West Yacht Club, 14900 W. Hwy. 12 at Tower Park, Lodi, CA 

TIED 2nd PLACE  2011 PICYA WILDER AWARD 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL! 
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OFFICERS & COMMITTEE 

CHAIRS  

Commodore:  

Ken Dretzka  

 

Vice Commodore:  

Ron Harper  

 

Rear Commodore:  

Cliff Hahn  

 

Jr. Staff Commodore:  

 

 

Directors:  

Jeff Rose 

 

Secretary:  

Judy Dretzka  

 

Treasurer:  

Lynn Hahn  

 

Parliamentarian:  

Jack Michael 

 

PICYA Delegates:  

 Jack Michael, Linda Breninger  

 

RBOC Delegate:  

Jack Michael 

 

Blue Gavel Dist. 19  

Jack Michael 

 

Club Manager:  

Jeff Rose 

 

Safety Officer:  

Rolf Powers  

 

Supply Officer:  

Christy Mc Cray  

 

Sunshine Committee: Mary Lee Michael  

 

Fleet Captains:  

 Ken & Judy Dretzka; Lynn & Cliff Hahn;  

 Ron Harper;  

   Jack & Mary Lee Michael; Ben & Robin Penn;  

Joe & Connie Pustizzi; Warren & Wendy Wynant  

EMERGENCYéééééééééé 911 
 
Contact  #(Message phone) (209) 477-7653 
 

      
Commodoreéééééééé..  Ken Dretzka 
          Home: (707)693-1665 
   Business:  (707)322-4908  
Club & Bar Manageréééééé Jeff Rose 
            Cell (209) 483-5218 
 
Port Captain            Ben Penn 
                                        Home (209) 334-6931 
           Cell    (209) 612-6753 
 
The Anchor EditorééééMary Lee Michael 
           (209) 523-7750 
 E-Mail:  belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
Webmasteréééééééé....Ken Dretzka 
                                                    Commodore 
Sunshineééééééé..Mary Lee Michael 
 

 
 

For more information about 
 Marina West Yacht Club 
& application forms 
 please contact: 

 
Ron Harper 

Vice Commodore 
 

Cell: (209) 969-0364 
 

E-mail:  docman444@yahoo.com 
 

 



Rear Commodore,  Cliff Hahn  

Port Captain, Ben Penn  
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DECEMBER 
 

1st  Richard Hardy 
 
23rd Georgia Field 
 
23rd Lucy Anthony 
 

  Merry Christmas all you MWYC Members, 

 Hope you will all be attending the last general meeting of 2011, which actu-

ally  is the Christmas Party, on Saturday, December 17th.  There will be a 

flyer in the Anchor with all the information, or a separate flyer will be e-

mailed....watch for it one way or another. 

 Hope to see you at the 32nd Annual Delta Reflections Lighted Boat Parade and the following 

day December 4th, around 12:30 at the club house.  Please bring an appetizer to share with all 

our guests, the parade participants for the awards ceremony.   If you have questions or con-

cerns please call Lynn @ 209.477.7653. 

It is always fun to see who the judges have selected as the parade winners.! 

 I am sure by the time you read this you  will have enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving Day 

with great food , family and friends, and of course the day would not be complete without all 

the football games.! 

 Looking forward to seeing many of you Sunday, December 4th and Saturday, December 

17th..   

    

   ATTENTION MEMBERS.  .  .  . .  Iôd like to thank our former Port Captain, Ed Stetson for the 

   Great Job he has done for the past couple of years as Port Captain!   Iôll be working very hard to  

   maintain the high quality of managing the docks at Marina West Yacht Club. 

 

As in the past, the docks are here for your use.  I only ask that you let me know if you are planning to use them.  Again, 

the docks are available for members use any time we donôt have a cruise in.  During cruise ins, the docks are available to 

members if the space is available. 

 

Contact me at Home: (209) 334-6931 or my Cell : (209) 612-6753 prior to your expected arrival.  I will do my best to grab 

a line  for you or to arrange for someone to welcome you to the  docks.   

 

Our annual Christmas Party is on the 17th of December.  

We donôt have a Club cruising in.  Call me if you plan 

To arrive by boat. 

 

Looking  forward to the year ahead!! 

 

Benn Penn, Port Captain 2012 
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It has been a very busy year for RBOC, and it is not letting up 

as I write this report.  I will soon be providing you with a year 

end ñBoaterôs Briefò summarizing RBOCôs successes for 

2011.  

 

I am also providing you with my annual reminder of what 

RBOC is all about. Recreational Boaters of California cele-

brated its 43rd year of protecting boaterôs interests this year.  

Over the years, these efforts have saved individual boaters 

thousands of dollars!  RBOC is funded by voluntary member 

donations of PICYA member clubs and a substantial donation 

from Boat U.S..  We have recently renegotiated our agreement 

with Boat U.S. increasing their donation over the next few 

years.  If you are not already a member of Boat U.S., I encour-

age you to join.  Their efforts on behalf of boaters at the na-

tional level is tremendous, and they offer us great support on 

RBOCôs efforts at the state level.  If you are not already a 

member please contact me for a special code that will result in 

a 50% reduction in your membership fee.   

 

There are eighteen RBOC Directors who serve voluntarily.  

Nine are appointed by PICYA and nine by SCYA (Southern 

CaIifornia Yachting Association).  I serve as one of those Di-

rectors.  A Sacramento lobbying firm, Desmond & Desmond 

is retained to carry out the necessary lobbying efforts in Sacra-

mento.  They also provide the necessary administrative func-

tions of the organization. This combined effort is the major 

expenditure for RBOC.  The Board meets four times each year 

with one meeting being a Legislative Day in Sacto to meet 

with Legislators and staff.  These meetings alternate between 

Northern and Southern California.  The Presidency of RBOC 

also alternates between North and South each year. The Direc-

torôs transportation to these meetings is reimbursed from the 

RBOC budget, if requested, but all other expenses are paid 

by individual Directors.  The President for 2012 is Cleve 

Hardaker from the Silver Gate Yacht Club in San Diego, 

and I will be serving as Vice President for another year. 

 

MWYC has, for years, included a provision in its By-Laws 

that assesses each member $10 per year for a donation to 

RBOC.  Members are also encouraged to make additional 

donations, and you can be sure I will be adding to that en-

couragement!  There is a new PICYA Award, the Harter 

Award, available for the club that has the largest per mem-

ber donation to RBOC.  I really thought MWYC had a 

chance for this award this year, but we got beat out at the 

end by Delta Marina Yacht Club.  DMYC was determined 

to win this award for their member Linda Bendsen who has 

been the 2011 RBOC President, and they did with a year 

end donation from their members.  You can be assured that 

supporting RBOC is the most cost effective boating expense 

you have, and that I will be fleecing you every chance I 

get!! 

 

I will do my best to keep you up to date on the issues that 

will be most important to you, and ask that you keep me 

current on your concerns.  Please stay tuned! 

 

Jack Michael, SC,  RBOC Vice President North 

 

R.B.O.C. Report,  Jack Michael SC, R.B.O.C.  Vice President North  

P.I.C.Y.A. Report ñJack Michael, SCñDelegate  

The last Delegates Meeting was held at Encinal Yacht Club.  

Commodore Ken Dretzka and Judy; Staff Commodore Ed 

and Director Bonnie Stetson; PICYA Commodore Linda 

Breninger and David; Staff PICYA Commodore Joan Hardy 

and Richard; and Mary Lee and I attended.  They served a 

wonderful  dinner!  This was the Annual PICYA Awards 

Dinner and MWYCôs ñThe Anchorò won Second Place in the 

Newsletter Contest for the Wilder Award.  We tied with the 

Stockton YC for Second Place, and they have the trophy for 

the first six months, but it will be on display in our clubhouse 

during the last six months of the year!    MWYC also was 

again awarded Three Star status among PICYA clubs.  Con-

gratulations to Mary Lee and all of you members who have 

been so active in supporting the Club during 2011!! 

The next important PICYA event for MWYC members is the 

PICYA Commodoreôs Ball where our own Linda Breninger 

will be celebrated for her very successful year as PICYA 

Commodore.  It will be held on Saturday, January 28, 2011 at 

the Corinthian Yacht Club in Tiburon.  To make reservations 

for the Ball, go to ñpicya.comò on the Web and download the 

invitation.  The cost for the dining, dancing and ceremony is 

$75 per person. 

 

If you havenôt gotten a 2011 PICYA Yachting Yearbook, get 

to the Club and pick yours up.  Itôs part of your membership!  

See you at the Club! 

 

Jack Michael, SC 
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aƻƴǘƘƭȅ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ¢ƛǇǎκwŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎτ{ŀŦŜǘȅ hŶŎŜǊ wh[C tƻǿŜǊǎ 
 
 
Reprinted with permission 
from Zurich Marine Specialty 
and the Foremost Insurance 
Group of companies 
 

What does pounds of buoyancy mean?  
When purchasing a PFD (Personal Flotation Device/Life Jacket), itôs important that you not only buy the right type, but one 

that was made for someone your size. Today, most PFDs are labeled with the weight in pounds that can be supported by that 

particular life jacket.  

 

But what exactly does pounds of buoyancy mean? If something is buoyant, that means it can hold something afloat. For ex-

ample, if you had a Type 1 PFD that is required to have 22 pounds of buoyancy, it would be capable of holding 22 pounds of 

material afloat. So how [you might ask, Grasshopper] could a PFD with 22 pounds of buoyancy hold up a 200-pound person 

in the water? About 80% of the body is water, (200 lbs. x 80% = 160 lbs. of water in the body). Water in the body has no 

weight in the water!! So the PFD doesn't have to support160 of those 200 lbs. (200 lbs. - 160 lbs. = 40 lbs. of body weight to 

be supported). So in the example of a 200-pound person, the PFD only really needs to support 40 lbs. [But wait, thereôs 

more!! Grasshopper]. If the PFD only has buoyancy rating of 22 pounds, how can it hold these 40 pounds? On average, most 

people's bodies have about 15% fat. Fat is lighter than water so the PFD doesn't have to support that weight either, thus 200 

lbs. x 15% = 30 lbs. of fat. (40 lbs. - 30 lbs. = 10 lbs. to be supported by A 200 pound person really only weighs about 10 

pounds in the water! Thus, the PFD really only has to support 10 pounds. A PFD with a 22-pound buoyancy rating is more 

than enough to keep a 200-pound person afloat. 

. 

We are saddened to report the 

passing of 1982 Staff Commodore 

Bill Murrah.  Our condolences  and 

prayers for his wife Jeanette who 

attended Ladies Day with us in July.  

 

 

 

 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas and 

New Year! 

Sunshine 
Report  

A Note From the Editor 

 

The Anchor tied for Second Place with the 

Stockton Yacht Club newsletter for the PICYA    

Wilder Award !   No one person is responsible 

for the success of our publication.  Many thanks 

to the following who have made receiving this 

award possible: 
 

Ken Dretzka, Commodore #1 in Leadership! 
 

All the Bridge Officers and Committee Chairs 

for their timely reports. 
 

Photographs submitted by Ed Stetson, Staff 

Commodore; Judy Dretzka First Lady; Mike 

McIntyre; Bill Wells; and all members with a 

camera! 
 

Thank You to all of you!  We are a 1st Class 

TEAM!              

 

Mary Lee Michael, Editor 
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PASTA FEAST  

GOOD FOODñGREAT FUN!  
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Delta Reflections Lighted Boat Parade  

òNEW ROSEó  Jeff  Rose, Captain  òTHE FIRE BOATó 

Party People aboard òJUDEDE MORE PARTY PEOPLE! 

Gordon Ogden & Jerrie  
Aboard ôTRIXIE LEEó  

Lynette & Kevin Robinson  
Aboard òTRIXIE LEEó 


