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visible.  The current project is the Flag 
Pole. 
3.)Mary Lee who does an expert job of get-
ting the Anchor together.  Look for addi-
tional items like member classifieds ads 
and profiles from new members. (A gentle 
reminder, items for the Anchor need to be 
to Mary Lee by the 20th of each month. She 
has “other stuff” she does also, so please 
try to remember. *Note to self, this goes for 
you too!)  
4.)To Lynn who continues to make the ta-
ble settings colorful masterpieces, and   
Thank You's to all those who pitch in to 
make our events and meetings successful 
without a Galley.  
 
 There's been a temporary change for this 
month's meetings.  The Board of Directors 
will be meeting on Friday, April 16th at 
18:00 @ the club house. And the General 
Meeting will be on Saturday April 17. Pg.4 
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The enthusiasm for 
our new location and 

club house is being well received.  March's 
cruise-in from Village West and Driftwood 
Yacht Clubs has started the word that we 
are, alive, well and “serving”.  The “Word” 
will continue to be spread with this month's 
I.O.B.G. event on April 2, 3 & 4th.  The ad-
vantage offered by I.O.B.G. is that it's mem-
bers all belong to other yacht clubs.  So, I 
am hoping that you will all be able to join us 
for at least one of the meals being offered.  
See the flyer posted at the club, in an E-M, 
the Anchor, or the Web site. 
              Thank You's go out to: 
1.)Judy Dretzka for our new web address, = 
MWYC@att.net and our presence on 
“Facebook”.  In less than 24 hours we had 6 
“requests to be fans”! 
2.)Jeff, Jack and Ed who continue to com-
plete projects at our club house. The MWYC 
signs, procured by Candy, are up and very 

reservations. Also in April, Marina West 
Yacht Club will participate in the Opening 
Day on the Delta boat parade and celebra-
tion. Phone or email Lynn Hahn at (209) 
477-7653 or lynnehahn@Comcast.net for 
information on entering your boat. At our 
April 17 general meeting we will discuss 
the logistics of bringing boating entrants 
and riders together to try to make sure eve-
ryone who is interested has a chance to join 
in. 
 
Finally, we are very excited about our May 
1 fund raiser to help pay for the construc-
tion of our new clubhouse. Mait Laffery 
and Annette Houston of Mait’s River Gal-
ley & Tavern, Vieira’s Resort, are gra-

By any measure, March 
was a stellar month for 
us. We welcomed four 

new members to Marina West Yacht Club 
and gained two additional potential members 
interested in joining our ranks. Our docks 
were busy with guests during March with a 
visit from our friends from Village West 
Yacht Club and a cruise-in by Driftwood 
Yacht Club. 
 
April promises to be equally exciting. Easter 
weekend we will welcome the International 
Order of the Blue Gavel. We are offering a 
great dinner menu for Friday and Saturday 
nights and breakfast on Sunday. See the flyer 
on our Web site for instructions for making 
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The Official Publication of the Marina West Yacht Club, 14900 W. Hwy. 12 at Tower Park, Lodi, CA 

ciously sponsoring a fun-
filled evening featuring a 
buffet style dinner and ca-
sino style fun. See the flyer 
in this Anchor and on the 
Web site for ticket informa-
tion. 
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EMERGENCY…………………………      911 
 
Contact  #...……………………(209) 477-7653  
 
                                                       
Commodore……………………  Judy McCarty 
                                       Cabin (209) 795-0409 
                                           Cell (209) 608-2575  
Club & Bar Manager……………… Jeff Rose 
                                         Cell (209)  483-5218 
 
Port Captain……………………Jack McCarty 
                                        Home (209) 608-2575 
                                        Boat  (209)  467-7096 
 
The Anchor Editor…………Mary Lee Michael 
                                                  (209) 523-7750 
           E-Mail:  belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
Webmaster……………………....Ken Dretzka 
                                       Jr.  Staff C ommodore 
 
Sunshine…………………Mary Lee Michael 
 

 
 

For more information about 
 Marina West Yacht Club 

& application forms 
 please contact: 

 
Norm Calloway 

Vice Commodore 
13801 E. Tokay Colony Rd. 

Lodi, CA 95240 
Home: (209) 931-2844 

 
E-mail:  ncalloway@caldsl.com 
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As you all may know by now, the southbound river cur-
rent at Tower Park can be vicious.  Getting through the 
gap between A and B docks is difficult and potentially 
dangerous when the current is running.  
 
Sitting here at the docks for the past few weeks I've noted 
an unusual pattern for your (and other's) information.  It 
seems about one hour after the flood tide cycle begins, 
(using Terminous Tide data) the very fast current will go 
slack.  The flooding waters counteracts the normal river 
current running south.  Whets unusual about it, unlike 
many places, this slack lasts many hours of the flooding 
tide cycle rather than minutes.   But almost immediately 
after the flood peaks, upon the beginning of the Ebb cy-
cle, the current starts moving south again, increasing in 
speed at a rapid rate.  
 
I advise everyone to try to plan your arrivals during the 
flood tide cycles.  It will allow you plenty of choice of 
arrival times, and water depths, and make your docking 
tasks significantly easier and safer. 
 
Also, my thanks to Jeff Rose for fixing up many of elec-
trical outlets on the docks (not to mention all the ones he 
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also fixed in the Clubhouse) which didn't work when 
we took over.  It's an important addition for all 
docked boats and events.  He put many hard working 
hours in on these improvements, and it will be appre-
ciated by all.  Good work Jeff. 
 
Happy boating. 

 
APRIL 

 
11th  Debbie Grinstead 
 
12th  Jim Halsne 
 
19th  Jeanne Kooyman 
 
21st  Mark Webb 
 
24th  David Breninger 
 
20th  Wesley Lewis 

  Hello from your Rear Commodore, Cliff Hahn 
 
Just a friendly reminder, April General Meeting is on  Saturday,  the 17th,@ 4:00 p.m., meet-
ing should be over no later than 5:30p.m., (meeting generally take about an hour) cocktails to 
follow and a pot luck dinner @ 7:00.  Bring a dish and join in the festivities, remember to 
bring $12.50 per person for the evening event fee. 
 
Don't miss out on all the great fellowship, which is certainly a great part of any yacht club.  If 
you haven't been around for a while you will enjoy the changes in the club and enjoy mixing it 
up with the many new members. 
 
Happy Easter, and I look forward to seeing all of you on Saturday, April 17th @ 3:45, come 
be social before the 
 
start of the general meeting.  The dessert is already planned, so bring main dishes or salads.  
RSVP to Lynn 
 
209. 477.7653  or e mail lynnehahn@comcast.net 
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Cocktails @ 18:00 and Dinner @ 19:00 at the club house. 
There remains the $12.50 per person fee at the General Meet-
ing to help defray the extraordinary start up costs even 
though it is a “Pot Luck” dinner. “Bring anything but des-
sert.” say's the Rear Commodore's bedmate and spouse.  
Don't forget to make your reservations to Cliff Hahn. 

New members Mait and Annette have arranged for a 
“MWYC Fund Raiser” on May 1 at “Mait's River Galley and 
Tavern” aka Vieira's Resort.  Thank You both for the great 
idea, and to Ed for coordinating it. See the  flyer for more 
details 

 Under the heading of  FYI : our mailing address is: 

                                         MWYC 

                                         2972 W. Swain Rd. Suite #134 

                                         Stockton Ca. 95219 

 and our physical address is: 

 

                                         MWYC 

                                         14900 West Highway 12 #L 

                                         Lodi, Ca. 95242 

 FYI from now on our docks will  charge a non-member fee 
of $15.00 per night.  See the Port Captain for reservations.  
More FYI, this will be the last month that we will wear our 
Winter uniforms.  Starting in May at our General Meeting  
we will be wearing our Summer uniforms. 

I am looking forward to the, “Opening Day on the Delta” Pa-
rade, it's on April 23.  The theme for the parade is, “Bonnie 
and Clyde on the Delta”.  So, get ready to decorate your boats 
and enter in this year's festivities. Call  Lynn Hahn for sign-
up information and logistics for getting to “The Asparagus 
Festival”.  

 

 Well, that about sums up my comments for this month's An-
chor article.  Hope you all wear your life jackets when it is 
appropriate, be safe  and see you at the club house or out on 
the water. 
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Judy Dretzka– Continues to have 
back problems.  Perhaps the MRI to-
day will resolve the problem. 
 
Linda Breninger—Is recovering 
nicely from foot surgery.  Still lim-
ited on how much she can walk, but 
wheels nicely in her wheelchair.   
 
Georgia Field—Is also recovering 
from surgery on her neck and back.   
 
Both Linda and Georgia made it to 
the General Meeting to receive their 
New Member packets.  Get well 
wishes to all the Ladies mentioned 
above.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Lee Michael, Sunshine 
Belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
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Boy, time flies when you are trying to have fun!  The An-
chor Editor (my roommate) just reminded me that my An-
chor Reports were late, that she had gotten every report 
but mine!!  Well, not too much has changed from my re-
port last month.  We are still working the Call-To-Arms 
on the State Water Resources Control Board’s staff pro-
posal for a Marina Permit that would make all marina’s 
(and thus their tenants) responsible for determining and 
cleaning up all pollution that may exist in their marina.  
We are still trying to get some definitive answers on what 
the staff is now considering as an alternative, so for the 
moment keep the letters going! 
 
I mentioned, in giving my report at the MWYC General 
Meeting last week, that the Governor had indicated in a 
Press Release that he would veto a bill that had been 
introduced to swap the “fuel tax” for a “fuel fee” which 
could be passed with a majority vote rather than a 2/3rds 
vote.  RBOC had written opposition letters to this legisla-
tion based on the fact that they would violate the provi-
sions of Prop.13(Jarvis).  Well, that was last week and 
this week he signed the bill thanking the Legislature for 
fixing his technical concerns with the bill and passing 
some other legislation that would boost the State’s econ-
omy and help with the budget deficit!  The games con-
tinue!!  We haven’t determined just what the technical 
issues were!!! 

The RBOC Board will be holding its Board Meeting 
and Annual Legislative Day in Sacramento on April 13 
&14.  So, hopefully I will have more to report next 
month.  The appointments to the new Delta Steward-
ship Council (created by the package of legislation 
that was enacted last fall to solve the State’s water 
supply issues) have been made and we will be follow-
ing what mischief they may get in to!  Although the Na-
tional Scientific Panel has reached the momentous 
conclusion that both fish and people are likely respon-
sible for the Delta degradation, they say that more sci-
entific study is necessary!  What a surprise!!   We 
haven’t heard any more about continuation of the 2-
Gates Project, which was supposedly a science based 
project, but don’t be surprised if that is next! 
 
I will do my best to keep you up to date on the issues 
that will be most important to you, and ask  that you 
keep me current on your concerns.  Please stay 
tuned! 
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The last Delegates Meeting was held on March 1, 2010 
at Coyote Point Yacht Club.  Staff Commodore Stetson 
and Bonnie, Richard Hardy and Joan Marsh Clune, and 
I attended.  The April Meeting will be on Monday, April 
5th, at the Aeolian Point YC in Alameda.  The May 
Meeting will be at the Oyster Point YC where the 
“Opening Day on the Bay” Awards will be presented.  
The past several years OPYC has put on a wonderful 
steak dinner for this meeting, and we hope the tradition 
will continue!  Let me know if you would like to attend 
the May meeting or any one of these meetings during 
the year.  The dinners are usually very good, and some-
times excellent, and getting to know other clubs and 
members from all over Northern California is really en-
joyable.   
 
The PICYA Opening Day on the Bay will be April 25, 

2010.  Its the day after Opening Day on the Delta, but if 
you are interested in viewing the parade from the PI-
CYA Committee Boat let me or Ed know and we can 
help you with reservations.  The day includes a conti-
nental breakfast, a buffet lunch, ring side seat for the 
Parade, and a day on a large Hornblower Yacht, the 
“California”, on The Bay.  If you haven’t made reserva-
tions yet, you will likely miss the $65 per person fare, 
but if you make your reservation after April 1, the price 
only increases by $10 per person which is still a good 
price for a full day on The Bay with friends, two meals, 
and a close up view of a great parade! 
 
Also, don’t forget that applications for the PICYA Schol-
arships are due on June 30.  Four great scholarship op-
portunities are available for you, your kids, or relatives.  
Call me, or e-mail, for the details. 
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It's Not a Car 
The Coast Guard Says Many Accidents Are Caused By Boaters. A Little Education Goes a Long Way. 
By Capt. Art Pine Condensed by Ed Stetson, Reprinte d by permission of Mad Mariner@ 
 

Updated December 21, 2009 
 

 
Imagine this: Your Uncle Todd gets into your brand-new SUV, turns the ignition key, and 
heads for the Interstate. Todd is a great fella, but he's never driven a car before, doesn't know 
how to control the vehicle, and has no idea what all those traffic signs mean. By the way, he 
also can't parallel-park. 
Sound a bit far-fetched? 
Not if you've been around boaters very much. "That's exactly what a lot of skippers do with 
their boats every day," says Capt. Fred Hughes, a Chesapeake Bay boating instructor who has 
often shaken his head over boat owners' assumptions that they can just turn the ignition key 
and shove off. 

Too many new skippers have never piloted a boat before (or at least, not enough), know nothing about the nautical rules of the 
road, and have had no formal instruction or practical experience in boat handling, Navigation and radio procedure? Many make 
do with a chartplotter and a mobile phone. 
 
IT'S NOT A CAR 
But these folks are kidding themselves – and can easily get into trouble on the water. As experienced boaters know, boats aren't 
like cars. They handle differently, they're far more influenced by weather conditions, and they're subject to much more complex 
traffic rules. Failing to take training courses is a serious mistake. 
 
Indeed, Coast Guard officials say the bulk of the accidents that occur in recreational boating stem directly from boaters' errors – 
sometimes resulting in injury or death. In 2008, the latest year for which figures are available, the Coast Guard reported there 
were 4,789 boating accidents in the United States, resulting in 3,331 injuries, 709 deaths and $54 million worth of property dam-
age. 
 
The report showed that careless or reckless operation was the primary cause of 492 of these accidents; operator inattention was a 
factor in 488 accidents; failure to post a proper lookout, in 430 accidents; and operator inexperience, 429 accidents. Coast Guard 
officials say the more training you can get under your belt, the less likely you are to get into trouble. 
 
Also contributing to the problem is that the number of recreational boats in the United States has surged in recent years. The Na-
tional Marine Manufacturers Association estimates there now are some 17 million pleasure boats on American waterways. And 
power boats generally are more powerful and faster now than they were even a few years ago. 
 
"There's a clear link between safety and boating education," says Rear Admiral Kevin Cook, one of the Coast Guard's top boating 
safety experts. 
 
Boating officials say everyone should have some basic training – both in the classroom and on the water – before getting under 
way, whether he or she is the skipper of a recreational boat or just a regular crew member. Continuing your formal training well 
beyond that will make you a better – and safer – boater. 
 
"You learn something every time you go boating," says Nancy Gardner, an Annapolis, Maryland, boating instructor who also has 
had long experience operating powerboats. "I can't recall a single time that I've gone out on the water and not come back with 
some useful experience that will make me a better boater later on." 
 
 

Continued on Page 7 
 
 

 



���������������	
�������
�

Continued from Page 6 
 
If you're a woman and you're tired of putting up with a cantankerous male captain (or instructor), 
enroll in one of the growing number of special boating schools and classes that are tailored to 
women. 
WHERE TO GET HELP 
Start with an introduction to boating that includes boat handling, rules of the road, boating terminology, 
knot-tying, getting under way, anchoring, docking, reading a compass, safety issues and legal require-
ments, first aid, firefighting, weather, and trailering. 
 
This is the boating equivalent of a driver's education course, and it ought to be a must for all boaters. Pass-
ing it also may earn you a discount on your boat insurance policy. 
 
Some states already require boaters to pass a basic course before taking the helm, and they offer it online or in classrooms around 

the state. The classroom version is more effective because the material gets reinforced by questions and dis-
cussion from other students, but the online course is much better than nothing. More and more states each 
year are mandating the completion of basic boating course.  
 
But if your state doesn't require that you take a particular course, sign up for one of the basic boating 
courses offered by the major national boating organizations, such as the U.S. Power Squadrons or the U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, either online or in a real classroom. 
The U.S. Power Squadrons offers "America's Boating Course," and the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary teaches 
"About Boating Safely." The cost is between $20 and $40, mostly to pay for materials and the cost of rent-
ing the classroom. Time required: Usually several evening sessions. 
 
You may also want to ask the Power Squadrons or Coast Guard Auxiliary to perform a vessel safety check 
to make sure that your boat carries the proper equipment required by federal and state regulators. The in-

spectors will tell you about any lapses, but they won't report them to authorities. Everything is free. And you'll probably learn 
something watching the exercise. Time required: usually 30 minutes to 45 minutes. But don't stop there. The more training you 
undergo, the more proficient you're likely to be while you're underway. 
 
Advanced courses.  Both the Auxiliary and the Power Squadrons offer advanced courses on specific topics, such as navigation 
and piloting, weather forecasting, and how to use your GPS, marine radio and radar. Check the organizations' websites for details 
and the times and locations of their course offerings. The cost: between $20 and $40, mostly to pay for materials and the cost of 
renting the classroom. Time required: Anywhere from three to 12 evening sessions for each course. Join a boating organization 
that offers training. Both the Auxiliary and the Power Squadron offer special courses and training for members, usually at no ex-
tra cost. So do some yacht clubs. Ask the manager of your marina, or a boat dealer, for recommendations. The cost: training usu-
ally is free, but you have to join the organization to qualify for it. Dues for the U.S. Power Squadrons and U.S. Coast Guard Aux-
iliary are modest. Time required: As many hours as you want to spend. 
 
Continuing your training even after you've become an experienced boater is part of the fun of the sport – and makes you 
a better boater all around. As Capt. Hughes put it, "You never stop learning." 
 
Capt. Art Pine is a veteran journalist who has served as a Washington correspondent for the Baltimore Sun, the Washington 
Post, the Wall Street Journal, and the Los Angeles Times. He is a longtime Chesapeake Bay sailor and a Coast Guard-licensed 
captain. 
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COME JOIN US FOR FUN AND FESTIVITIES ON EASTER WEEKEN D.  

BRING YOUR BEST EASTER BONNET AND EGG HUNTING TALEN TS.  
PRIZES FOR BEST BONNETS, MEN AND WOMEN CATAGORIES. 

��� �!"�#$%��%�!�$&� �
�

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER 
HAMBURGER BAR  

HAMBURGERS WITH ALL THE FIX'ENS, POTATO SALAD,  
CHIPS AND DESSERT 

$12.00 
COCKTAILS 18:00hr. 

DINNER 17:00 hr. 
�

SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER 
BAKED HAM, SWEET POTATOES, SCALLOPED POTATOES, FRES H GREEN 

BEANS, SALAD & DESSERT 
$22.00 

COCKTAILS 18:00 hr. 
DINNER 17:00 hr. 

�
SUNDAY BREAKFAST 

FRENCH TOAST, FRESH FRUIT, VARIETY OF BREAKFAST MEA T, COFFEE & 
JUICE 
$8.00 

BLOODY MARY BAR 9:30 hr. 
BREAKFAST 10:00 hr. 

�
RSVP by March 31, 2010 

MWYC to ladyofthedragons@isp.com  
I.O.B.G. To pat@boatcaptain.net  
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 Come One,  Come All....don't miss out on the fun!!!!! 
 
Please let Lynn know 209. 477.7653  or lynnehahn@comcast.net  if you are interested in 
entering your vessel in the parade, which is Saturday April 24th, 2010 .  (It is Asparagus 
Festival week-end) 
 
 The parade begins around 2:00, it usually takes an hour by boat to get downtown ( depend-
ing on where you get on a boat) and one hour to get back. Plan on a fun filled afternoon, 
then we will all have dinner @ MWYC, another reason why I need a head count......it is al-
ways a great day, no matter what the weather.  I am not making dinner plans until I see how 
many people are interested.  Deadline for reservations is Monday April 12th. for your boat 
entry and for dinner.  
 
 This year the theme is Bonnie & Clyde on the Delta, and Stockton Yacht Club is the pa-
rade sponsor.  The entry fee is $10.00 per boat.  I will take care of registering any interested 
boats and picking up entry numbers and parade rules for each boat.  Someone will need to 
drive to SYC to pick up all of our awards!!!! 
 
 If anyone would like to take part (ride on someone else's boat) let me know .  We would 
like to get as much participation as possible....  We will work out all the details when I hear 
from some of you, and then send out a detailed plan for that day (Logistic Plan for April 
24th) 
 
 If your boat is already full with family and friends, be sure to tell me. 
 
 We were all invited to Stockton Yacht Club for dinner, which is $15.00 per person ( no it 
does not include a hosted bar)  and they have a reservation deadline of the 19th with cock-
tails @ 5:00, dinner @ 6:00) 
 
 Okay you have all the info, now I need to hear from all of you as to your preferences.   If 
you are not planning 
 
to participate, I would love to have that info from you, so we know that no one was left out. 
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Staff Commodore Ken Dretzka & Bonnie Stetson 
Some of the Driftwood members 

Drifties gathering for dinner 

The Happy Slicer! MWYC Staff Commodore Ed Stetson 
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Judy McCarty, Commodore & Norm 
Calloway, Vice Commodore welcome David 

and Linda Breninger 
Commodore and Vice Commodore welcome 

Jim and Nancy Halsne 

Commodore and Vice Commodore welcome 
Sara Sellers Vice Commodore welcomes John & Georgia Field 

Commodore & Vice welcome Shelly (Neace) and 
Mark Webb Georgia Field toasts their new membership! 
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23-25   Cruise-In Pittsburg Yacht Club 
 

AUGUST 
 

2          PICYA Delegates Meeting 
6-8       Cruise In TBD 
14-15   Tower Park—Tower Festival 
20        Board Meeting/General Meeting 
22       Club House Open House 
27-29   Cruise In (TBD) “Moon Festival” 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
 

4       Anniversary Party at MWYC for  
            Jack & Judy McCarty 
6       PICYA Delegates Meeting 
11        Ron Harper—Clam Bake 
17       Board/General Meeting 
17-19   Cruise-In—Carver Club 
24-26   Cruise In (TBD) 
25        Wheelchair Regatta Encinal YC 
 

OCTOBER 
 

4          PICYA Delegates Meeting 
2-10     Bay Cruise 
15        Board/General Meeting 
16       Oktoberfest 
22-24   Cruise-In—Oxbow YC 
29-31   Cruise In (TBD) “Halloween Party” 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

1       PICYA Awards Dinner 
5-7       Cruise-In—Discovery Bay 
12-14   Cruise In (TVD)  “Wine Tasting” 
19        Board  Meeting/General Meeting 
 

DECEMBER 
 

4          Delta Reflections Lighted Boat Parade   
5       Awards Banquet for Delta Reflections 
8          Delta Chamber Mixer 
17        Board/General Meeting 
18       Christmas Party 
31       New Year’s Eve Party 
 

JANUARY  
 
            Change of Watch  TBA 

JANUARY  
 

 9          Change of Watch 
10         Board Meeting & Brunch 
30         Crab Feed 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

1           PICYA Delegates Meeting 
7           Super Bowl Party 
12-14    Ox Bow Cruise In “Sweet Heart Weekend” 
19         Board/General Meeting 
20        Club House Grand Opening 
             “Mardi Gras” 
 

MARCH 
 

1        PICYA Delegates Meeting 
5-7        Cruise In—Village West YC 
19        General/Board Meeting 
21         Club House Open House 
 

APRIL  
 

2           IOBG Cruise In 
5           PICYA Delegates Meeting 
9-11      Cruise In (TBD) “April in Paris” 
16         Board Meeting/General Meeting 
18        Club House Open House 
24         Asparagus Festival & Opening Day on the 
             Delta                  
 

MAY 
 

1           Opening Day on the Delta 
3           PICYA Delegates Meeting 
14         Cruise In (TBD) “Horse Racing” 
21        Board/General Meeting 
22        Cruise-Out—Stockton Ports Game 
23        Club House Open House 
28-31    Mandeville Anchor Out 
 

JUNE 
 

7           PICYA Delegates Meeting           
11         Cruise In (TBD) 
18        Board/General Meeting 
19        Ladies Day 
25         Cruise In (TBD)  “Italy” 

JULY 
 
 

5        PICYA Delegates Meeting 
9        Cruise In (TBD) 
16         Board/General Meeting 
17         Taste of the Delta 
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