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Thanks and hats off  to our illustrious 
Past Commodores Ed Stetson and Jack 
Michael for representing  the MWYC 
in the Wheelchair Regatta AND Drift-
wood Yacht Club’s Make-A-Wish 
cruise once again.  Both these gentle-
men and their First Mates never seem 
to get tired and continue to offer their 
time and efforts to these great causes. 
 
I’m excited about a new potential home 
for the MWYC.  But, I don’t want to 
say too much about it until it becomes a 
reality…Stay tuned!! 
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The Annual MWYC 
Bay Cruise was terri-
fic!  It’s a shame not 
many were able to 

enjoy in all the fun which ended about 
the time Fleet Week began.  Even 
though the fog would not cooperate with 
the Blue Angels on the two days they 
were scheduled to officially perform, 
plenty of action shots could be seen as 
they practiced in clear skies over the bay 
two days prior.  Besides Fleet Week, this 
is also the time of year when many of 
the other Delta Yacht Clubs take their 
bay cruises, too.  Knowing this, it was 
still surprising to see many familiar 
faces and hear chatter on the radio from 
so many that we all know.    

Weber Point.  Christy and John McCray 
will be Fleet Captains for the outing. 
 
Our annual Delta Reflections lighted boat 
parade will be on Saturday, December 5th.  
Be sure and get your reservations into Lynn 
Hahn.  A sign up sheet for this event on 
posted on our web site.  Let’s have every-
one join in and see if we can win the “most 
boats entered award” again!  This is one of 
our big events of the year – let us all sup-
port it with our decorated boats. 
 
In discussions with our Commodore, I un-
derstand that we are getting close to a deal 
at Tower Park.  Let’s hope and pursue this 
so we can continue the great tradition of 
this yacht club! 
 

The Anchor is late due to 
the guy in charge of 
“vice” not getting his act 
together and submitting 
his report on time.  

Seems his social, professional, and rest time 
has been hindering him from performing his 
duties in a timely fashion.  I need to talk to 
this guy and get him motivated, and if that 
doesn’t work, we will just retire him to the 
blimey deep of the Delta.  This is what he has 
reported to me for the up-coming month. 
 
We have coming up in November a cruise out 
to Weber Point Yacht Club on the 13th, 14th 
and 15th.  An e-mail will be sent to all with 
more information as to arrival times and the 
agenda and meals for the weekend.  We will 
have a Board Meeting on Sunday morning at 
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The Official Publication of the Marina West Yacht Club, Stockton CA 
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EMERGENCY…………………………      911 
 
Contact  #...……………………(209) 474-6992 
 
                                                       
Commodore……………………    Ken Dretzka 
                                                  (707) 693-1665 
                                           Cell (707) 322-4908 
                                                       
Club & Bar Manager……………… Jeff Rose 
                                         Cell (209)  483-5218 
 
Port Captain……………………Jack Mc Carty 
                                        Home (209) 608-2575 
                                        Boat  (209)  467-7096 
 
The Anchor Editor…………Mary Lee Michael 
                                                  (209) 523-7750 
           E-Mail:  belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
Webmaster……………………....Ken Dretzka 
                                                      Commodore 
Sunshine…………………Mary Lee Michael 
 

 
 

For more information about 
 Marina West Yacht Club 

& application forms 
 please contact: 

 
John Mc Cray 

Vice Commodore 
763 Brandywine Dr. 

Lodi, CA 95240 
Ph: (209) 333-7575 
Cell: (209) 610-4123 

 
E-mail:  jmccray@sbcglobal.net 
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The last PICYA Delegates Meeting was held at 
the Tahoe Yacht Club.  None of our Delegates 
were able to attend, but PICYA Staff Commo-
dore Vern Bendsen used his Delegate-At-Large 
position to represent MWYC which allowed 
the Club to receive Club-of-the-Year (COTY) 
points for attending.  This also enables MWYC 
to achieve perfect attendance at Delegates 
Meetings this year when we finish the year at 
the Encinal YC on November 2. Commodore 
and First Lady Dretzka, Ed and Bonnie Stetson, 
and Mary Lee and I will be attending this An-
nual Awards Dinner.  
 
Ed Stetson and I attended the Fall Management 
Conference on October 24, at the Aeolian YC 
in Alameda.  It was an excellent conference 
with several items of great importance to boat-

���������������	�
��������

ers covered, including a couple of Call-To-Arms put 
forth by RBOC which I cover in my RBOC Report.  
There was a very interesting presentation by a hydrolo-
gist who is a boater and member of Benicia YC.  He 
presented one of his projects that was doing the hydrol-
ogy of 1250 miles of basically the head waters of the 
Amazon River. 
             
Work is under way for the Opening Day on the Bay Pa-
rade next April, the PICYA Commodores Ball is on 
January 30 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Emeryville (will 
this conflict with a MWYC Crab Feed?), and the next 
Delegates Meeting will be in February.  In my PICYA 
Report next month, I will cover some other aspects of 
our membership in PICYA, and just what Awards we 
may have received at the Awards Dinner. 
 

 

 
NOVEMBER 

 
2nd  Ron Harper 
 
20th Norm Calloway 
 
29th Mike Brunn 
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As you know, there are many efforts underway regarding 
the Delta and the State’s water supply and distribution as I 
indicated in my report last month. I also reported on the lat-
est RBOC Call-to-Arms regarding the 2-Gates Project.  
Commodore Dretzka recently sent an e-mail urging all of us 
to respond to this Call-To-Arms.  We have a new Call-To-
Arms which you will probably receive by e-mail before you 
read this report.  This effort is directed to the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation which just recently issued their Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI).  Also by the time you read this report the Bureau 
will have held three public meetings on the EA/FONSI.  
They held the meetings one week after releasing the docu-
ments, after assuring us in previous meetings that we would 
have a minimum of two weeks to review the reports before 
public meetings.   I encourage you all to send letters on this 
by November 17.  It is interesting to note that in meetings 
with the project proponents, they were not aware if any stud-
ies were done on the amount of boat traffic on Connection 
Slough and Old River, but they have found there will be no 
significant impact to boaters!  They also claim that water 
quality will be improved in the South Delta when these 
gates are closed.  Primarily, salinity will be reduced. 
               
 
The Governor has called a Special Session to address the 
State water crisis.  There are several bills that we are follow-
ing that are likely to be the legislative vehicles used if agree-
ment is reached on a solution.  Again, RBOC is not taking a 
position on the water issue as such, but rather on those pro-
visions that will affect boaters access and recreational op-
portunities.  The Governor did sign AB 166 (Lieu) which 
enables the turn-in of derelict vessels to public agencies for 
disposal. AB 717(Runner) was also signed.  RBOC also sup-
ported this bill which was sponsored by Cal Boating and 
makes numerous changes to statutes that improve boating 
laws, including a change in the requirement for wearing life 
jackets in boats that are underway.  Now, children 13 years 
and younger (rather than 11 and under) must wear life jack-
ets.  I will be attending a meeting on the implementation of 
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AB 166, and will report further in my next Report.   
I attended the RBOC Board Meeting on October 20, and the 
Board will again be sponsoring legislation regarding boat 
operator certification.  You may recall that we couldn’t get 
this legislation during the last Session because of the con-
cern about program costs.  We will likely have the same 
problems this time, but we feel it is important for boaters 
that RBOC maintain control of this issue.  We intend to 
keep fighting until we get something that will improve boat-
ing safety through education. The Board also spent a lot of 
time on coastal issues.  Between the State Coastal Commis-
sion, the State Water Quality Control Board, the State 
Lands Commission, and the Federal Government there ap-
pears to be a concerted effort to make sure there are no 
boats on the coast and no private yacht clubs anywhere 
close to the water!  We have done a lot of work on a Coastal 
Marina Permit proposal by the State Water Quality Control 
Board that may have far reaching impacts on boaters.  We 
are meeting with other lobbying interests to build a coali-
tion of opposition to this permit to simply kill the effort be-
fore it becomes more entrenched.  We are starting with the 
coalition which RBOC built and was so effective in saving 
Cal Boating.  What is being proposed could cost boaters a 
minimum of $50 per month in additional slip fees.  You will 
be receiving an e-mail that provides more information on 
this matter. 
 
 
We try to keep the RBOC website updated but things keep 
changing very quickly.  In any event check www.rboc.org 
to see what’s new. I will do my best to keep you up to date 
on the issues that will be most important to you, and ask 
that you keep me current on your concerns.  Please stay 
tuned! 
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 Safety – By Ed Stetson       
Reprinted and edited by permission. 
Full article available at: http://www.madmariner.com/ 
 

"Free" is not a term you often associate with boating. Some people will even tell you that the word "boat" is 
an acronym for "Break Out Another Thousand." But the U.S. government does indeed provide boaters with a great deal of mate-

rial – much of at no charge – if you know where to look.  

Both the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, commonly called NOAA, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
offer charts for U.S. waters. These charts are regularly updated and can be printed or used with computer-based navigation pro-
grams to both plan a cruise and navigate your boat. (Mad Mariner's Hard facts on Software series described electronic charting in 
great detail.) 

But charts are not the only resource offered by the government. Uncle Sam also offers lists of corrections to keep your charts up 
to date; Coast Pilots to let you know what to expect at the next port; and Pilot Charts to tell you the average weather for all parts 
of the globe. Using these tools together with your charts will give you a great deal of valuable information about the waters you 
travel.  

Of course, there are stores that will change you for these same publications. But the information is available free to anyone with 
an Internet connection and some time – again, if you know where to look.  

NOTICE TO MARINERS  

All charts, even the electronic ones, have a publication date. This is the date that the chart was "locked in." Anything that changes 
after that date has to be changed by hand – by you – to keep the chart up to date.  

Two important resources are the Notice to Mariners and the Local Notice to Mariners. These changes can be as simple as a buoy 
that has been temporarily removed for maintenance or as sophisticated as the addition of a new channel. For the chart to be con-
sidered "legal," it has to be updated, especially if you are a licensed captain who carries paying passengers. 

 

The U.S. Coast Guard is one of the agencies responsible for keeping track of all the changes on charts and notifying mariners of 
those changes. To do this, the government produces two sets of documents, known as the Notice to Mariners and the Local No-
tice to Mariners. In the past, these weekly publications were sent to captains who had provided the Coast Guard with a mailing 
address. Now, they are posted electronically. 

A Local Notice to Mariners is published for each of the nine Coast Guard districts. 
If your boating is confined to a single area, you can sign up for the local notice of 
just that district. The local notices are the first published source of changes to charts 
and related publications. The notice system is also used for notifications about out-
ages to GPS satellites, changes in technical specifications and even information 
about important events that might affect boating traffic. 

Information on the Local Notice to Mariners can be found at the Coast 
Guard's website, and you can use this site to download the most recent local 
notices in a PDF format (this makes them searchable, by the way). You can 
also sign up to be notified via email as new notices become available. 
Again, this is all free. 

 

 

The Government Makes Free Navigation Resources Available, if You Know Where to Look.  
By Capt. Frank Mummert  
Updated July 22, 2008 ,  
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The Notice to Mariners, also published on a weekly basis, covers the entire collection of U.S. nautical publications and are not 
restricted to a specific location. It is designed to be used by oceangoing vessels and may not always have corrections for charts 
that are inland of the major bays and sounds. In the past, information generally was published first in the Local Notice to Mari-
ners and then was added to the Notice to Mariners, but with the advent of electronic databases and online dissemination, that's not 
always the case anymore.  

Because the Notice to Mariners is published by the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, based on information prepared 
jointly by the Coast Guard and NOAA's National Ocean Service, they are available from the NGA website, also in PDF format. 
(Ed, I find this web site more useful as everything can be downloaded from this one site.) Because of the size of the notices, 
they can be downloaded as a single file or in smaller subsections as needed. Generally, it's advisable to read all of the notices 
online before deciding what to download and store. 

Other publications available for free download include: 

LIGHT LISTS  

The Light Lists are organized geographically and go through the lights in a linear fashion, so if you can find one light, the ones 
above and below it on the list are usually nearby. The back section of the lists also includes an alphabetical index, so if you know 
the name but not the location of a light, you can use the index to guide you to the proper section. The Light Lists also give the 
latitude and longitude of major lights, making it easier to find them on the charts. Finally, the Light Lists contain facts on the 
structure of U.S. lights, a guide to abbreviations and information on figuring out how far a light can be seen in various atmos-
pheric conditions.  

COAST PILOTS 

The Coast Pilot is a government version of a cruising guide, giving detailed information on 
geographics.  

While the Light Lists provide very specific information about navigational lights, the U.S. Coast Pi-
lots offer a much larger amount of information about an area, a body of water or rules that might af-
fect your travels.  

One of the most useful functions of the Coast Pilot is to provide expanded information about what is 
on the related charts. All U.S. charts bear at least one note that indicates which copy of the Coast Pi-
lot is directly related to the chart. Most charts have a dozen notes or even more. Each note contains a 
bare description of the information that the chart maker feels is important and directs the user to the 
expanded information in the Coast Pilot 

PILOT CHARTS  

For the sailor or boater headed offshore, especially in the Caribbean Sea, advance weather information is vital. While an accurate 
forecast is important for day-to-day planning, sometimes trips have to be planned months (and even years) ahead, and it can be 
helpful to know what has happened in the past. 

BOWDITCH  

Perhaps one of the most thorough publications available free is "The American Practical Naviga-
tor," also known as Bowditch for its first editor, Nathaniel Bowditch. It was first released in 1799.  

Exploring the publications sections of the NGA and the Coast Guard websites can direct you to a wealth 
of information that is free for the taking. Sailing Directions (Enroute) provide the same sort of informa-
tion as the U.S. Coast Pilots, but they cover the ports outside of the United States and are particularly 
helpful to oceangoing vessels. Sight-reduction tables are available online for celestial navigation. There 
are publications with information on radio navigation aids, and Chart Number 1 lists every symbol to be 
found on nautical charts and its meaning. 

Frank Mummert spent 15 years in the Navy where he taught nuclear engineering. He is a licensed captain. Currently he teaches 
sailing, and for the last two years has served as an instructor for sailors trying to obtain their captain's licenses through the 
Mariner's School, which is headquartered in Princeton, N.J. 
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AUGUST 
 

3         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
7-9      Commodore Island Cruise Out 
9         Board Meeting 
23       Brunch at Humphries 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

7         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
11-13  Devils Isle Cruise Out 
13       Board  Meeting 
26       Wheelchair Regatta Encinal YC 
 

OCTOBER 
 

3       Drift Wood Make- a- Wish 
3-11    Bay Cruise 
5         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
16       Board & General Meeting 
24       PICYA Management Conference 
30-11-1 San Joaquin YC Cruise Out 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

2         PICYA Awards Dinner 
13-15  Weber Point Cruise Out 
15       Board  Meeting 
 

DECEMBER 
 

5         Delta Reflections   
6         Awards Banquet for Lighted Boats 
12       Board Meeting 
12       Christmas Party 
 

JANUARY  
 
 

JANUARY  
 

10       Change of Watch 
11       Board Meeting & Brunch 
31       Crab Feed 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

2         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
14      Chocolate & Wine Festival 
20       Board/General Meeting 
21       PICYA Leadership Conference 
28       Train Trip 
 

MARCH 
 

2      PICYA Delegates Meeting 
13-15 Caliente YC Cruise Out 
15       Board Meeting 
 

APRIL  
 

6         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
17-19 Driftwood YC Cruise Out 
19       Board Meeting 
25       Opening Day on the Delta 
 

MAY 
 

2-3     Delta Loop 
4      PICYA Delegates Meeting 
15       Board/General Meeting 
23-25 Dinghy Cruises 
 

JUNE 
 

1      PICYA Delegates Meeting   
12       Board & General Meeting 
13       Ladies Day—Judy Dretzka 
 

JULY 
 

6         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
11       Taste of the Delta 
13      Board Meeting 
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