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Nature psyched most of us out who had 
planned to do dinghy cruises around the 
Delta Loop.  We decided not to attempt 
it as the forecast was for a wet, windy 
and cold weekend.  But, it didn’t turn 
out all that bad though as a few of our 
members who made the festivities by 
car can attest.  Maybe next time we’ll 
develop more nerve.   
 
 The Memorial Day weekend was an-
other surprise orchestrated by Mother 
Nature.  A couple of MWYC boats 
joined the Tower Park and Village 
West Yacht clubs at the brand new 
Stockton guest docks in front of the 
Stockton Arena on Saturday.  The 
morning trip down to Stockton was 
mild and the afternoon was almost  

Continued on Pg. 4 
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April 25, 2009, the 
Opening Day on the 
Delta was yet another 
perfect day for a boat 

ride.  The trip down to Stockton was 
smooth and the twenty some odd boats 
involved in the opening day parade put 
on by the Stockton Yacht Club were so 
very brightly decorated.  The MWYC 
proudly entered two boats, Cheers and 
LynnE.  Both were filled with merriment, 
pleasure and a lot of balloons.  After the 
parade, we finished up the day having a 
bunch of scrumptious baby back ribs at 
the Village West Yacht Club. 
 
Now it’s warm and officially boating sea-
son on the Delta, right?  Well…maybe 
they’ll be a few days here and there like 
the Delta Loop Fest weekend.  Mother 

Summer is finally here, 
and the boating season is 
in full swing!  Too bad it 
wasn’t a few degrees 
warmer over Memorial 

Day weekend.  We went to a Poets baseball 
game Saturday night and about froze to death.  
We didn’t realize the game was in Minnesota.  
 
Our only scheduled events during June are a 
General Meeting at H & H on the 12th which 
is addressed in the Commodore’s report and 
our annual Ladies Day celebration on the 
13th.  Ladies be sure and get your reservations 
in for this cruise to a secret location, and be 

sure you’re at B Dock at River-
point Marina for an 11:00 depar-
ture.  Men, we could still use some 
help crewing the boats – contact 
Commodore Ken Dretzka. 
 
See you at the General meeting or 
on the water. 
 
John McCray 
 
 
 
 
 

#���$��
�������

����
����	
 �

%�&
���'�

�����%����
()*�+�

�
(��,-�%�&
���

()*�+��
�

%./��%�&
���
()*�0�

�
�

1�'��"�/''� ��$��%�&
���
()*�2�3���

�
�

��)��4����

()*�5�
�

�4����(�
�
���
()*�6�3���

�
���7����������

()*�8��
�
�
�

9���-��:/%��
����
;��4����7����
��� ��
�� ���"*�

�'�"
���� ��4��������
���
�)������
��������


�����;���
�$����4��
"
����<
�����������*��

(�������<
����!��"�=���
!� �����>�

��7��&������>�7 )�
7��*
����

�
�
�
�

The Official Publication of the Marina West Yacht Club, Stockton CA 
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EMERGENCY…………………………      911 
 
Contact  #...……………………(209) 474-6992 
 
                                                       
Commodore……………………    Ken Dretzka 
                                                  (707) 693-1665 
                                           Cell (707) 322-4908 
                                                       
Club & Bar Manager……………… Jeff Rose 
                                         Cell (209)  483-5218 
 
Port Captain……………………Jack Mc Carty 
                                        Home (209) 608-2575 
                                        Boat  (209)  467-7096 
 
The Anchor Editor…………Mary Lee Michael 
                                                  (209) 523-7750 
           E-Mail:  belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
Webmaster……………………....Ken Dretzka 
                                                      Commodore 
Sunshine…………………Mary Lee Michael 
 

 
 

For more information about 
 Marina West Yacht Club 

& application forms 
 please contact: 

 
John Mc Cray 

Vice Commodore 
763 Brandywine Dr. 

Lodi, CA 95240 
Ph: (209) 333-7575 
Cell: (209) 610-4123 

 
E-mail:  jmccray@sbcglobal.net 
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will be four $2,500 schol-
arships awarded to any 
member of a PICYA 
member club, or a rela-
tive thereof.  The applica-
tion forms and contest 
rules are available at the 
PICYA Website, www.
picya.org.   
              
  The July Delegates 
Meeting will be at the 
Sacramento YC.  Let Ed 
or I know if you would like 
to join us! 
 

 

The last PICYA Dele-
gates Meeting was held 
at the Oyster Point Yacht 
Club.   Ed Stetson and I 
enjoyed an excellent 
steak smothered with 
mushrooms dinner along 
with an overflow crowd.  
This meeting, to honor 
the winners of the 
“Opening Day on the Bay 
Parade”, has become a 
traditional BBQed steak 
dinner. The June Meeting 
will be at the Bridge Ma-
rina YC in Antioch on 
June 1, about the time 
you are reading The An-
chor and this report!   

From the report at the 
meeting, the Opening 
Day On The Bay Parade 
was a great success with 
over 100 boats entered.  
Marina West was well 
recognized that evening 
for its gift contributions to 
the winners.  Unfortu-
nately, we didn’t have 
any member participation 
in the Opening Day activi-
ties, so we lose out on 
the COTY points. 
 
The deadline for submit-
ting  applications for the 
PICYA Scholarship Con-
test is June 30.  There 
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JUNE 

 
2nd—JEFF ROSE 
 
6th—JACK MC CARTY 
 
8 t h — C A N D Y 
CALLOWAY 
 
22nd—ED STETSON 
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ship roles on the various issues. 
 
I attended a meeting on abandoned vessels, recently, 
where the sheriff’s and harbor masters had done some 
survey’s to estimate the cost of removing abandoned 
vessels.  The estimates range from $900,000 to nearly 
$2 million.  Cal Boating has $500,000 budgeted for AVs.  
Staff from the California Integrated Waste Management 
Board attended the meeting and indicated that they are 
developing a Pilot Project on the premise that AVs are 
illegal disposal sites and can be remediated with funds 
generated with every ton of solid waste disposed in the 
State.  They are working with Cal Boating staff to iden-
tify AVs to be included in the Project that would result in 
about equal costs between Northern and Southern Cali-
fornia.  They will soon be recommending the Pilot Pro-
ject to the Waste Board with $500,000 in funding. 
 
I will be traveling to Southern California in a couple of 
weeks for an RBOC Board Meeting at the Bahia Corin-
thian YC in Corona Del Mar.  Of course, I will have more 
to report in next month’s Report.  We try to keep the 
RBOC website updated but things seem to be changing 
very quickly.  In any event check www.rboc.org to see 
what’s new. As always, we are most willing to accept 
any additional donations you would like to make to fur-
ther RBOC’s accomplishments. I will do my best to keep 
you up to date on the issues that will be most important 
to you, and ask  that you keep me current on your con-
cerns.  Please stay tuned! 
 

The battle rages on in Sacramento to save Cal Boating.  
With the results of the May 19 election and the efforts 
underway to cut the State Budget, the battle becomes 
more difficult.  We were successful with the Senate 
Budget Sub-Committee #2 a couple of weeks when the 
Sub-Committee decided to remove the matter from their 
hearing agenda the night before the hearing.  This is the 
result of a lot of work on individual legislators and the e-
mails and letters from boaters throughout the State.  I’m 
sure you are following the news and all of the proposals 
the Governor is putting forth to cut the Budget.  For in-
stance, cutting all the General Funds out of the State 
Parks Department, I guess, leaves park entrance fees 
and the $27 million that they already get from boater’s 
funds to keep the Parks going.  You can get an idea why 
they want to merge Cal Boating with the Parks Dept. 
when there is another $24 million they think they can get 
from boaters.  There is now a Senate/Assembly Budget 
Conference Committee that is taking testimony next 
week on the merger and then referring the proposals to 
the Policy Committees in each house for further hear-
ings.  Something like beating it to death!! 
 
Other legislation that RBOC has been working on has 
been moving slowly, like the abandoned vessel bills that 
I have reported on previously.  There is a June 5 dead-
line for bills to be out of their House of Origin.  As I write 
this there are still hearings scheduled before that dead-
line.  I will be able to report more next month on these 
bills.  Many of these involve fixes in the Delta and Delta 
Governance of which there are several bills that keep 
getting amended as authors keep jockeying for leader-

of the day before Memorial Day.   
 
Our May General Meeting was held at H&H.  Thanks 
go to everyone bringing a tasty side dish and a special 
thanks to our Club Manager for bringing some of the 
MWYC very special “stash”.  We had our meeting in 
the café and will do it again on June 12th.  ‘Hope you 
can c’mon down and join us. 
 
 
 
 
 

warm.  But Saturday night when a number of us ven-
tured into the stadium to watch the Ports play baseball, 
it was a different story.  Not many made it through the 
whole game because of the cool temperatures and the 
unbelievable wind chill.  It felt like we were in Alaska!  
Later, from the warmth of our boats we were able to 
enjoy some fireworks after the game that the Ports un-
fortunately lost 6-4.  The next morning was still fairly 
windy as we pulled out and headed for home.  For 
lunch we decided to make the long, bumpy and chilly 
trip to Guisti’s.  The food was great as usual, the trip 
up and back was uneventful and we all enjoyed each 
other’s company but summer wasn’t really here yet as 
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SAFE BOATING – excerpted from Mad Mariner, by permission.  

Submitted by Ed Stetson – Safety Officer 

Radar: the magic bullet of navigation. It lets you see in the dark and fog, and gives you 
accurate and early information about the bearing of objects, distant or lurking. But it 
can't do a thing for you if you aren't using it effectively.  Just ask the pilot of the Cosco 
Busan. The container ship struck the Bay Bridge in San Francisco in a thick fog in 2007, causing an oil spill that 
killed more than 2,000 birds. Among the federal charges filed against the pilot was failure to use the ship's radar 
while approaching the bridge. The most important thing to remember about 
radar is that it changes the rules – literally. The United States Inland Rules and 
the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREG) have 
specific sections on the use of radar, and even recreational boat captains have 
been held responsible for not using their radar correctly when a crash occurs. 
If your boat has "fitted and operational" radar, you are r equired to have 
it on and to use it. What exactly does "fitted and operational" mean? It in-
volves the installed position of your radar, but there's more to it than just that 
simple explanation. Before you can properly use your unit, you should really 
understand not just the full meaning of that phrase, but also what the rules say.  

RULES FOR A REASON 

Rule 6 deals with the definition of "safe speed," and almost half of it covers vessels equipped with operational radar. 
It requires the operator to take into consideration the characteristics and limitations of the unit; the effect of weather 
and sea state on the radar; and the quality of information that can be received by it. In effect, you are responsible for 
knowing how to operate and interpret the radar.  

Rule 19 covers the conduct of vessels in or near areas of restricted visibility and specifies what actions to take. Sec-
tion D says, "a vessel which detects by radar alone the presence of another vessel shall determine if a close-quarters 
situation is developing and/or risk of collision exists." If you believe this is happening, you need to "take avoiding 
action in ample time," and that action should "avoid an alteration of course to port for a vessel forward of the beam, 
other than for a vessel being overtaken, and alteration of course toward a vessel abeam or abaft the beam." 

By contrast, if you don't have operational radar but hear a fog signal apparently forward of your beam, the rules say 
that you must slow down, and even come to a complete stop.  

POSITIONING THE RADAR  

Because of the requirements for radar to be "fitted and operational," the location of the console is important. Radar 
beams contain high-intensity energy, which can be harmful. In his excellent book Radar for Mariners, David Burch 
discusses possible short- and long-term effects of being "in the beam." Short-term exposure to most commercial 
small-boat radar is probably not dangerous, but long-term or direct, up-close exposure can have undesired effects, 
some of which are not fully understood.  

The key to reducing any danger is antenna placement. Ideally, the radome should be high enough in the rigging, on a 
radar arch or on a cabin roof, that the beam never touches any crewmembers. As the radar beam moves away from 
the radome, it starts to expand, somewhat like the light beam from a flashlight. Therefore, even if the antenna array is 
placed above the height of the tallest crewmember when standing directly under the antenna mount, the beam may 

The Rules of Radar  

You Can Be Held Responsible for Accidents if You Don't Properly Install and Use Your Radar  

By Frank Mummert  

Updated February 2, 2009  
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expand enough to expose someone standing in the bow, bringing in the anchor or serving as lookout. Sailboats gen-
erally don't have this problem, since the radome can be mounted on the mast. Small powerboats, especially center 
consoles, can have a much harder time finding a spot high enough to avoid exposing the 
crew. In addition, the higher the radome is mounted, the more weight it puts in the rig-
ging, which can affect stability. While a complete discussion of stability to beyond the 
scope of this article, mounting the radome at the desired location temporarily and mov-
ing around on the sides of the boat can give an idea of how much the additional weight 
can affect stability. If there is any doubt, working with a professional installation expert 
or rigging specialist can provide input on possible location choices. If the boat is already 
"tender" or prone to rolling, it may be necessary to put some weight low in the boat to 
offset the effect of the radome. Here's an example of how not to install radar: The 
beams are right at the helmsman's feet. 

LEARNING RADAR  

In the commercial marine world, deck crewmembers must show successful completion of a radar operator's course 
to operate vessels of more than 500 gross tons. recreational boaters have no such requirement. However, the United 
States Power and Sail Squadrons offer some helpful radar information in their coastal navigation and marine elec-
tronics courses, and the American Sailing Association has added a radar endorsement course to its offerings.  

One of the easiest ways to get training is through the Starpath School of Navigation, www.starpath.com a marine 
training and software company headquartered in Seattle. Run by David and Mark Burch, it specializes in subjects 
like celestial navigation, weather forecasting and radar operation through classroom, home study and private in-
struction. The radar course is centered around Radar for Mariners, which includes a pair of radar simulators on a 
CD-ROM. They replicate the old-style CRT-type radar display and a newer, integrated LCD radar/chartplotter, al-
lowing students to practice the plotting and ranging techniques that David Burch explains in the book. (The book 
can be purchased as part of the course or separately.)  

The course also involves a series of online classes, with reading assignments and homework involving the radar 
simulator. Finished assignments are sent to Starpath electronically, where they are graded and returned with feed-
back. Upon completion of the course, you can coordinate with a local library to take a final examination and, upon 
passing, receive a certificate. Having the certificate may bolster your argument if you ever have to prove in court 
that you were operating your radar correctly. 

But while documentation of your experience and training are important, even the best-trained mariners occasion-
ally misinterpret the radar screen. The key to ensuring you understand what the radar is telling you is constant prac-
tice in good weather. Don't wait until you get into a situation where you need to use your radar to break out the 
book. 

 
Frank Mummert spent 15 years in the Navy where he taught nuclear engineering. He is a licensed captain. Cur-
rently he teaches sailing, and for the last two years has served as an instructor for sailors trying to obtain their 
captain&#39;s licenses through the Mariner&#39;s School, which is headquartered in Princeton, NJ. 
 
 



���������������	�
�������



���������������	�
�������

CAPTAIN JOHN MC CRAY ONE OF THE BOATS 

THE CLOWNS ON BOARD TRACI AND CHRISTY—CUTE HATS! 

CANDY AND COMMODORE KEN THE CROWD AT WEBER POINT 
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BANNER ISLAND BALLPARK 
DOWNTOWN STOCKTON 

BOATS DOWNTOWN AT WEBER POINT 

LYNN HAHN—SPLASH—COMMODORE KEN KRAZY GEORGE 
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AUGUST 
 

3         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
7-9      Commodore Island Cruise Out 
9         Board Meeting 
23       Brunch at Humphries 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

7         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
11-13  Devils Isle Cruise Out 
13       Board  Meeting 
26       Wheelchair Regatta Encinal YC 
 

OCTOBER 
 

3       Drift Wood Make- a- Wish 
3-11    Bay Cruise 
5         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
16       Board & General Meeting 
24       PICYA Management Conference 
30-11-1 San Joaquin YC Cruise Out 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

2         PICYA Awards Dinner 
13-15  Weber Point Cruise Out 
15       Board  Meeting 
 

DECEMBER 
 

5         Delta Reflections   
6         Awards Banquet for Lighted Boats 
12       Board Meeting 
12       Christmas Party 
 

JANUARY  
 
 

JANUARY  
 

10       Change of Watch 
11       Board Meeting & Brunch 
31       Crab Feed 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

2         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
14      Chocolate & Wine Festival 
20       Board/General Meeting 
21       PICYA Leadership Conference 
28       Train Trip 
 

MARCH 
 

2      PICYA Delegates Meeting 
13-15 Caliente YC Cruise Out 
15       Board Meeting 
 

APRIL  
 

6         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
17-19 Driftwood YC Cruise Out 
19       Board Meeting 
25       Opening Day on the Delta 
 

MAY 
 

2-3     Delta Loop 
4      PICYA Delegates Meeting 
15       Board/General Meeting 
23-25 Dinghy Cruises 
 

JUNE 
 

1         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
12       Board & General Meeting 
13       Ladies Day—Judy Dretzka 
 

JULY 
 

6         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
11       Taste of the Delta 
13      Board Meeting 
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