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Life for me has been 
even more hectic than 
normal…business con-
tinues to be tough and 

seems to take up way too much of my 
time…June and July especially.  Thank 
goodness for the Delta! 
 
There sure were a lot of boats out there 
on the 4th of July.  Everywhere we went 
we saw folks celebrating and having a 
good time.  ‘Hope you were one of 

them.  We sure were! 
Being on the water seems to sooth 
the soul.  And in this day and age, 
what could be a better thing to 
do?  We’ve got a few things com-
ing up next month that just hap-
pen to be on the water.  Why 
don’t you plan on joining us?  
You know you’re guaranteed to 
have a good time…   

Our Commodore and First Lady, 
Ken & Judy Dretzka are hosting 
an Amtrak brunch run from Stock-
ton to Humphrey's in Antilock on 
the 23rd.  More information on this 
is in this issue of the Anchor. 
 

Our Bay Cruise is still scheduled 
for October 3rd though the 11th.  
Please contact Christy McCray for 
the schedule and your reserva-
tions.  It is critical to book early as 
spaces in the different marinas and 
yacht clubs tend to shrink due to 
Fleet Week. 
 
See you on the water! 
 
John McCray 
 

Hi everyone and wel-
come to August – the 
Dog Days of Summer 
in the mid-west.  Our 

cruise out to Commodore Island on the 
weekend of August 8th and 9th has been 
cancelled due to not being able to meet 
their minimum cruise-in boat require-
ment.  In place of this outing, Jeff Rose 
and Pat Patmon have agreed to lead a 
raft out that same weekend.  Stay alert 
for information from them as to the 
time and place.  
 

Our next Board of Directors and Gen-
eral meeting will be held on August 21st 
at H & H with social hour starting at 
1800.  Look for more information on 
this from our Rear Commodore Judy 
McCarty. 
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EMERGENCY…………………………      911 
 
Contact  #...……………………(209) 474-6992 
 
                                                       
Commodore……………………    Ken Dretzka 
                                                  (707) 693-1665 
                                           Cell (707) 322-4908 
                                                       
Club & Bar Manager……………… Jeff Rose 
                                         Cell (209)  483-5218 
 
Port Captain……………………Jack Mc Carty 
                                        Home (209) 608-2575 
                                        Boat  (209)  467-7096 
 
The Anchor Editor…………Mary Lee Michael 
                                                  (209) 523-7750 
           E-Mail:  belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
Webmaster……………………....Ken Dretzka 
                                                      Commodore 
Sunshine…………………Mary Lee Michael 
 

 
 

For more information about 
 Marina West Yacht Club 

& application forms 
 please contact: 

 
John Mc Cray 

Vice Commodore 
763 Brandywine Dr. 

Lodi, CA 95240 
Ph: (209) 333-7575 
Cell: (209) 610-4123 

 
E-mail:  jmccray@sbcglobal.net 
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The last PICYA Delegates Meeting was held at the 
Sacramento Yacht Club.   Due to a mix-up in dinner 
reservations, Ed and Bonnie Stetson did not attend, 
but Richard Hardy, Joan Marsh-Clune and I enjoyed a 
superb BBQ’d steak dinner.    The August Meeting 
will be at the San Joaquin YC on August 3.   
  
Jerry Desmond, Jr., our RBOC lobbyist, attended to 
give us a first hand report on the battle in Sacramento 
to save the Department of Boating and Waterways 
(Cal Boating).  I’ll report further on this in my RBOC 
Report.  Proposed By-Law amendments were ap-
proved by the Delegates. They allow votes at Dele-
gate Meetings to be made by means other than just 
voice votes.   
 
There was also an effort by a Sportsman YC Dele-
gate to stir up the Delegates in opposition to a periph-
eral canal in the Delta.  After some ranting by the 
Delegate, the Commodore took control and moved on 
to other reports.  You will be seeing more about this 
and I suggest that you look at the info carefully.  From 
my twenty years of professional experience dealing 
with this very issue, I believe those promoting this op-
position are off base and overreacting.  They sug-
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gested that the proposed canal would be as big as 
the Panama Canal!  I’m not sure what would happen 
to all that water when it reaches the aqueduct that 
transports water through the San Joaquin Valley to 
Southern California!!    
 
The next big PICYA event, of interest to MWYC, is 
the Thirteenth Annual Wheel Chair Regatta on Sep-
tember 26, 2009 benefiting institutionalized U.S. Vet-
erans and hosted at the Encinal YC in Alameda.  At 
this point, the Trixie Lee and Griffin will be headed to 
The Bay to participate!   
              
The September Delegates Meeting will be on Monday 
the 14th, at the Sausalito YC.  Let Ed or I know if you 
would like to join us! 
 
Jack Michael, SC 
PICYA Delegate 
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As I write this report, we are still winning the battle to 
save the State Department of Boating and Waterways 
(Cal Boating). The Budget Bill the Governor is consid-
ering (all 457 pages!  Do you suppose he’ll read it!!) 
continues Cal Boating as an independent department, 
makes some adjustments in their budget, and provides 
for an additional loan to the State General Fund of $5 
million from the Boating & Waterways Revolving Fund. 
                                 
Thank you to all that have continued to send letters to 
State officials to save Cal Boating.  It has clearly made 
the difference.  Of course, we must continue to be vigi-
lant because I doubt the issue will disappear with con-
tinuing pressures on the State’s finances. 
 
There were concerns raised at our July, MWYC Gen-
eral/Board Meeting about activities, studies, and pro-
posed projects in the Delta that would ruin the Delta for 
boaters and that vigilance was necessary to protect 
the Delta.  I assure you that RBOC is very actively in-
volved in all of these activities to assure that boaters 
will continue to have access to all navigable water-
ways.  RBOC is a statewide organization and therefore 
takes no direct position on statewide water supply is-
sues.  However, RBOC does have a very strong policy 
on the access issue and is very active in reviewing 
studies and projects involved in statewide water supply 
issues and making certain that access to all navigable 
waterways for all boaters is assured.  You can’t imag-
ine the hours being spent by our volunteer directors in 
attending meetings, reviewing reports, writing reports 
and letters to assure that access is maintained.  
Please ask me about specific issues and projects that 
are of concern to you and I will tell you specifically 
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what we are doing.  But, I don’t have the space in 
this report to cover everything in progress. 
 
Other legislation that RBOC has been working on 
has moved on in the process, like the abandoned 
vessel bills that I have reported on previously.  
Many of the bills involve fixes in the Delta and 
Delta Governance that keep getting amended as 
authors keep jockeying for leadership roles on the 
various issues.  These continue through the proc-
ess.   
 
I thank the MWYC Board for approving a minimum 
donation to RBOC of $200.  We have received 
$190 of that from member donations, but, if you 
can see your way clear to making an additional do-
nation to RBOC’s efforts, please do so by sending 
a check to Treasurer Lynn Hahn.  I will  be making 
the MWYC donation for this year at the August PI-
CYA Delegates Meeting, but, we can always make 
another donation at the September PICYA  meet-
ing!!   
 
We try to keep the RBOC website updated but 
things keep changing very quickly.  In any event 
check www.rboc.org to see what’s new. I will do my 
best to keep you up to date on the issues that will 
be most important to you, and ask  that you keep 
me current on your concerns.  Please stay tuned! 
 
Jack Michael, SC 
R.B.O.C. Director 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Cliff Hahn and the family in the loss of Cliff’s Mother on July 7th, 2009.  
Lydia Maria Hahn, Age 100,  came to California in 1929 and met and married Stanley C. Hahn.  They remained 
dedicated companions for 74 years until Stanley’s death in 2008.  Lydia is survived by her son Cliff and wife 
Lynn, grandchildren: Roger Hahn of Stockton, Scott Hahn and wife Aleks and great-grandchildren Justin and 
Parker Hahn of Plano, Texas.  She is also survived by her sister Esther Chapin of Fresno, and many nieces 
and nephews.  She was preceded in death by her son William Hahn and nine of her sisters and brothers.    
Rest in Peace Lydia and Stanley. 
 
Ed Stetson reports that his brother David Stetson is gravely ill.  Dave has been courageously battling cancer for 
some time now and his treatments are no longer working.  Keep David and the family in your thoughts and 
prayers also. 
 

Mary Lee Michael, Sunshine reporter 
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IS YOUR E.P.I.R.B PROPERLY REGISTERED?  

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — Citing delays in identifying a scallop boat as it sank 
in the Atlantic Ocean in March, the federal government is contacting nearly a 
quarter of a million boaters, urging them to make sure their emergency position 
locators are correctly registered in a rescue database. 

The Coast Guard says an incorrectly recorded beacon number from the Lady 
Mary delayed notification of rescue personnel as the boat foundered off Cape 
May. Six of the seven crew members died. 

As a result, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is mailing 
and e-mailing all registered owners of the emergency beacons across the coun-
try. 

Only one of the seven fisherman on board survived by jumping overboard and clinging to a piece of wood in the 
ocean for hours, until being rescued by a Coast Guard helicopter. 

MARINE SAFETY ALERT  

The Coast Guard this week issued a marine safety alert urging boat owners to make sure their ship-mounted Emer-
gency Position Indicating Radio Beacons, commonly known as EPIRB's, and portable Personal Locator Beacons, 
are correctly registered with NOAA. 

The EPIRB from the Lady Mary was wrongly recorded with the agency, off by one digit. Thus, when the scallop 
boat ran into trouble March 24, there was a delay of nearly an hour and a half in locating it. 

According to testimony in the ongoing Coast Guard inquiry into the sinking, when the first satellite signal was de-
tected, there was no positional information to pass along to search and rescue teams. And because the radio bea-
con's registration had been wrongly entered into the database, there was no emergency contact information, either. 

That information — the ship's name and a phone number for its owner or other crew members onshore who might 
have known where the boat had been fishing, could have aided rescuers who would have known where to start 
looking. 

THE LADY MARY  

The emergency signal was received at 5:40 a.m., but it wasn't until a lower-orbiting satellite picked up a signal at 
7:07 a.m. that rescuers could zero in on its position. 

Because of the Lady Mary sinking and its wrongly recorded beacon number, NOAA is mailing and e-mailing the 
more than 240,000 registered owners of emergency beacons, urging them make sure their units are correctly re-
corded in a national database. 

The database can be accessed at www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov. 

POSITION (GPS) 

Probably more important, if the EPIRB had been connected to an active gps signal the Coast Guard would have 
known exactly where to look. A $150 portable gps would have saved six lives. 
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ED & BONNIE LYNN & THE BOYS 

CHRISTY & JOHN JACK TALKING TO A SAILOR? 

JUDY, CANDY, & NORM HOLD IT!!  JACK’S ON BOARD THE  
BIG SAILBOAT AT THE DOCK. . .  

COULD HE BE THINKING?    NAH. . . 
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AUGUST 
 

3         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
7-9      Anchor-Out near Mandiville 
17       Board / General Meeting H & H  
23       Brunch at Humphrey’s 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

7         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
11-13  Devils Isle Cruise Out 
13       Board  Meeting 
26       Wheelchair Regatta Encinal YC 
 

OCTOBER 
 

3       Drift Wood Make- a- Wish 
3-11    Bay Cruise 
5         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
16       Board & General Meeting 
24       PICYA Management Conference 
30-11-1 San Joaquin YC Cruise Out 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

2         PICYA Awards Dinner 
13-15  Weber Point Cruise Out 
15       Board  Meeting 
 

DECEMBER 
 

5         Delta Reflections   
6         Awards Banquet for Lighted Boats 
12       Board Meeting 
12       Christmas Party 
 

JANUARY  
 
 

JANUARY  
 

10       Change of Watch 
11       Board Meeting & Brunch 
31       Crab Feed 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

2         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
14      Chocolate & Wine Festival 
20       Board/General Meeting 
21       PICYA Leadership Conference 
28       Train Trip 
 

MARCH 
 

2      PICYA Delegates Meeting 
13-15 Caliente YC Cruise Out 
15       Board Meeting 
 

APRIL  
 

6         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
17-19 Driftwood YC Cruise Out 
19       Board Meeting 
25       Opening Day on the Delta 
 

MAY 
 

2-3     Delta Loop 
4      PICYA Delegates Meeting 
15       Board/General Meeting 
23-25 Dinghy Cruises 
 

JUNE 
 

1      PICYA Delegates Meeting   
12       Board & General Meeting  H & H 
13       Ladies Day—Judy Dretzka 
 

JULY 
 

6         PICYA Delegates Meeting 
11       Taste of the Delta 
13      Board Meeting / General Mtg. H & H 
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