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foundation. Last year they 
presented a check to the 
foundation for over 
$50,000. We have been 
asked to help support their 
effort in 2007. I have raffle 
tickets for a 2007 PT 
Cruiser at $20.00 ea. The 
response has been pretty 
good so far, but I have lots 
more tickets. They have also 
asked if any of our boats 
would be willing to provide 
short cruises out of Drift-
wood on Oct. 3rd. They sell 
cruises to the community. 
Tax deduction certificates 
will be provided for fuel 
costs. We will discuss this 
further in the coming 
months.  
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This year’s 
Opening 
Day Parade 

was smaller than in the past, 
probably due to the weather, 
but everyone that partici-
pated had a good time. The 
“Shrimp Boil” after the pa-
rade was great, thanks 
Donna. Judy McCarty per-
formed her usual magic 
decorating the club house 
for the weekend. 
 
I am writing this before the 
Solano Y.C. Land Cruise. 
We decided to make it a 
land cruise due to the dis-
tance by boat on a two day 
weekend. I’m sure it will be 
a great time and the “Chili 
Cook-off” should be fun. 

Just a reminder, if you re-
ceive this Anchor in time. 
We are cruising in to the 
Club on April 28th and then 
taking the little boats down-
town for the Asparagus Fes-
tival, please join us. Contact 
the Port Captain for dock-
ing. 
 
Our favorite visiting club, 
Ox Bow, comes in May 4, 
5, & 6. This is always an 
“exciting Weekend”. Make 
sure you join us to share in 
the fun. Make reservations 
early. 
 
As I mentioned last month, 
Driftwood Y.C. has a long 
standing tradition of sup-
porting the “Make a Wish” 

some things up their sleeves 
that sound like we’re gonna 
have another blast!  One of the 
things I know about is a side 
trip via dinghy's.  Make plans 
to be there!  Give ‘em a call to 
get the particulars and make 
your reservations…(209) 333-
7575. 
 
If I was a lady, I definitely 
would find myself on the 
“Griffin” on June 2.  That’s 
when Ladies Day 2007 hap-
pens.  See the enclosed flyer.  
Do you have anything red to 
wear? 

Hey!  It’s time 
to come on 
down to the 

club and join in the camarade-
rie.  May is going to be another 
busy but fun month.  On the 
“Cinco de Mayo” weekend we 
will enjoy our friends from the 
Oxbow Yacht Club as they 
cruise in.  There are going to be 
all sorts of pranks & stuff go-
ing on between us and them.  
There always is.  Your being 
there will make it even more 
fun.  
 
On May 18th, the Delta Marina 
Yacht Club cruises in.  And 

they’re planning on bringing in 
a bunch of boats.  More is al-
ways merrier.  “Let the 
GAMES begin” on Saturday 
night when we host the 1st

               “Running of the 
Roses”!  Would you believe…
Horse racing at the Marina 
West Yacht Club?  I betcha my 
horse can beat yours! 
 
Our first anchor out, scheduled 
for the Memorial Day weekend 
the last weekend of the month, 
has been changed to a MWYC 
Cruise In into our own club!  
Christy & John McCray will be 
the fleet captains and they have 
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EMERGENCY…………………………      911 
 
Club House……………………(209) 474-6992 
 
                                                       
Commodore………………………Ed Stetson 
                                                  (209) 466-3397 
                                                       
Club & Bar Manager……………… Jeff Rose 
                                         Cell (209)  483-5218 
 
Port Captain…………………………Jeff Rose 
                                          Cell (209) 483-5218 
 
The Anchor Editor…………Mary Lee Michael 
                                                  (209) 523-7750 
           E-Mail:  belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
 
Sunshine…………………..Ethylene Shannon 
                                                  (209) 473-3225 
 

 
 

For more information about 
 Marina West Yacht Club 

& application forms 
 please contact: 

 
Ken Dretzka 

Vice Commodore 
(707) 693-1665 

Cell: (707) 372-2420 
E-mail: 

  judede@sbcglobal.net 
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Opening Day on the 
Delta we had three boats 
at our dock.  All went 
well. 
 
Everything in the Club 

House is working, as in 
the dishwasher and ice 
machine. 
We have a fully stocked 
bar ready for everybody 
to enjoy! 

t h e i r  f am i l y ,  t h e 
McCarty’s, and the Mi-
chael’s are going …. 
come join us! 
 
The PICYA is again 
sponsoring a scholarship 
program with the Western 
Boating Safety Group.  
There will be at least 
three $2500 scholarships 
awarded.  To be eligible, 
students must have par-
ents, grandparents, or 
guardians who are mem-
bers of a PICYA member 
yacht club.  An Applica-
tion Form is on the Club 
bulletin board.  Make a 

Commodore Ed and I, 
along with Richard Hardy 
and Joan Marsh-Clune, 
attended the April Dele-
gates Meeting at the Pre-
sidio YC.  A beautiful set-
ting at the north base of 
the Golden Gate Bridge, 
but a long way to travel, 
and just a bit crowded!  
The May Meeting will be 
on Monday, the 7th, at 
the Oyster Point YC, also 
a long way to go!!  This 
meeting will be the pres-
entation of Opening Day 
on the Bay Parade 
awards.  Let me know if 
you want to go. 

I am reminding you again 
about the Zebra and 
Quagga Mussels.  They 
can really create havoc, 
and Quagga Mussels 
have been found in Cali-
fornia waters so watch for 
them on your boat and 
equipment.  
 
 Reservations can still be 
made for the PICYA 
Cruise to Alaska. The 
dates, again, are June 
10 – 20, 2007, departing 
from, and returning to 
San Francisco.  Go to 
www.picya.org for details.  
The Stetson’s and part of 
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FLOATSAM & JETSAM 
  

If your vessel is equipped with ra-
dar, Coast Guard Regulations re-

quire that it be on and you maintain 
a watch when underway.  Same 

rule as VHF. 

copy and submit it by Au-
gust 30, 2007.   
 
This item isn’t directly re-
lated to PICYA, but I 
thought I would give a brief 
description of the Interna-
tional Order of the Blue 
Gavel (I.O.B.G.) because 
I’m reasonably sure some 
members don’t know.  The 
Blue Gavel is an organiza-
tion of over 4000 Past 
Commodores from around 
the world.   
 
(continued on Pg. 5) 

 

May Birthdays 
 
Judy McCarty 
Tony de la Llera 
Roger Schrimp 
Frank Sumner 
Nora Hughes 
Madeline Vick-
ers 
 
 
 

Hello MWYC members.  The Month of May is filled with several opportunities to mingle 
with your fellow friends. Look at your family calendar and try to make one of the four activi-
ties planned for the month.  May 4th & 5th is a Cruise-In with OxBow.  Come join us and be 
part of a fun filled weekend.  
 
Make note that the General Meeting has been changed to May 18th. Send all reservations to 
Lynn Hahn for the general meeting or call 825-4331.  It would great to see all the members 
smiling faces.  The dinner menu for the general menu is Mexican Food.   The Liotard’s will 
be preparing and serving the food.  If you can’t make the 18th engagement then maybe May 
19th would work.  Delta Marina Yacht Club is cruising in, come take part in building friend-
ships in the boating world. Make your reservations now.    
 
Last activity planned for the month is May 25 & 26.  An anchor out is scheduled.  Get in con-
tact with the fleet captain and be ready to eat, drink, drink, laugh and sleep.  This is always a 
fun filled weekend with your fellow members and friends. 
The challenge for the month is each member needs to attend at least one event if not two.  
Start making plans now and I look forward to seeing each and every one of you. 
Hope to see you soon,    Tev 
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If you have ever gotten 
certification from a boat-
ing education program 
approved by the National 
Association of State 
Boating Law Administra-
tors, and can prove it, 
you will be certified under 
AB 1458.  That includes 
US Power Squadron, 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
Boat US, private instruc-
tion, and other on-line 
tests.  If you haven’t com-
pleted one of these, the 
Department of Boating 
and Waterways will have 
a test on their Web Site 

The R.B.O.C. sponsored 
AB 1458 (Duvall), the 
“Vessel Operator Certifi-
cation” legislation, was 
r ec ent l y  am ended .  
Among other things, the 
bill has a new author, As-
sembly Member Michael 
Duvall from Southern 
California.  Duvall is the 
Vice Chair of the Assem-
bly Transportation Com-
mittee, the committee 
which controls the bill 
since it amends the 
Transportation Code. 
 
 The bill requires, begin-

ning January 1, 2011, 
that operators, 20 years 
and younger, of vessels 
“propelled by an engine” 
must have in their pos-
session a vessel operator 
certificate. The propulsion 
by an engine doesn’t 
have to be the primary 
source of propulsion so it 
would include sailboats, 
dinghies, or anything with 
a motor.  The require-
ment graduates up, 25, 
35, 40, 45, 50, and 60 
years of age, each year 
until 2018.   
 

clean end will slide 
around the dock cleat 
and back to the boat) 
 
If the wind is perpen-
dicular to the dock and 
blowing on to the dock, 
this is a much more dif-
ficult situation. Your 
best bet is to spring 
your bow line. Use 
hard rudder in the di-
rection that will kick 
your stern out and 
away from the dock. 
Once the stern is out 
far enough to clear, re-
verse rudder and en-
gines and retrieve your 
bow spring line. 
  
  
Jack 

Getting Your Boat Off 
a Dock 
 
Sounds easy enough, 
right? Just push until 
you are clear of the 
dock and off you go. 
But, if your boat is 
rather large, and there 
is a lot of wind or ad-
verse current, it is not 
that easy. 
 
If the wind or current is 
moving parallel to the 
dock, this is a pretty 
easy scenario. Then 
you simply need to use 
a spring line and good 
fendering. The spring 
line should be used on 
the opposite end of the 
oncoming current or 
wind. For example, if 
your bow is into the 
wind/current, then you 
would put a spring line 

from your aft cleat and 
go forward on the 
dock. Just release the 
bow line and hit re-
verse a bit and the bow 
will swing out. Once 
clear, motor forward 
and retrieve your aft 
spring line. 
 
(Note, if there is no one 
on the dock to undo 
your mooring line, here 
is a good tip. Have a 
dock line that has a 
clean end – no knots, 
kinks or unraveling. 
Then for your spring, 
secure the line to your 
cleat, around a piling or 
cleat on the dock and 
back to the original 
cleat. Once you have 
sprung the boat off the 
dock, untie the clean 
end and let it go. Then 
retrieve the line. The 
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and provide for certifica-
tion on line.  These will 
be lifetime certificates.  
 
If you rent a vessel you 
must have a certificate 
or take a test to receive 
a  “Rental Vessel Opera-
tor Certificate” which is 
valid for 30 days.  Any-
one who rents vessels 
must also have a Vessel 
Operator Certificate. 
 
The bill also requires the 
State Parks Department 
to annually report to the  
(Continued on Pg. 5) 
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IOBG also has a Hu-
manitarian Foundation 
which is a 100% volun-
teer organization, and 
focuses on education 
and boating programs 
for youth and adults 
with special needs.   
 
If you have questions 
about IOBG or PICYA 
give me a call! 
 
Jack Michael 
(209) 523-7750 
 

“The mission of the 
IOBG is to recognize 
Past Commodores of 
the international yacht-
ing community and 
unite them in order to 
promote the highest 
ideals of yachting and 
to preserve its customs 
and traditions through 
social, educational and 
humanitarian pro-
grams.” 
 
 The Blue Gavel has 
no responsibility for the 
day to day operation of 

a yacht club, but a Blue 
Gavel Chapter can be 
a valuable resource to 
a club.  Marina West 
YC is a Chapter of the 
Blue Gavel.  IOBG ad-
dresses issues like 
yachting customs, 
ceremonies, courte-
sies, uniforms, flags, 
legal matters, meet-
ings, etc.  Reciprocity 
between member clubs 
is strongly encouraged, 
however, not manda-
tory.   
 

Legislature, prior to 
January 1, the specific 
projects they are fund-
ing from boater fuel tax 
funds and specify how 
they are related to rec-
reational boating.  This 
is intended to make 
Parks justify that the 
$27 million they rip off 
from us boaters annu-
ally is somehow com-
ing back to us!  I’ll be 
surprised to see this 
provision survive the 
legislative process!! 
 
Regarding the Lake 
Tahoe Blue Boating 
“Call-to-Arms” to which 
you may have recently 
responded, I reported 
last month that the 
Lake Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency post-
poned action on their 

proposed boating fee.  
It certainly is not dead 
and they may consider 
it in June.  If you have-
n’t registered your ob-
jection to this onerous 
proposal, please go to 
the RBOC Web Site, 
www.rboc.org and do 
so. Get out and enjoy 
your boats, and I will 
keep track of your in-
terests, but, please 
stay tuned!!  I’ll be 
back with more next 
month! 
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Judy McCarty’s Chili Recipe 
won the Chili Cookoff!  The 
$100 prize was donated back to 
the Make a Wish Foundation 
Solano Chapter. 
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Come cruise with us on 
Saturday, June 2 nd, 2007 

 
“Red is the color of the day”! 

 
Ladies, this is your day . 
Let the crew serve you! 

 
Depart MWYC Dock: 1200 

Champagne, Mimosa, Bloody 
Mary’s and 

appetizers served en-route. 
 

Cruise to  
Tower Park Resort 

and enjoy late lunch at the 
Sunset Bar & Grill 

 
Guests Welcome! 

 
Upon arrival, cocktails will be 

hosted by 
Tom Troglia of MarineMax 

 

We investigated moving the Bay 
Cruise back one week if South 
Beach would be available then, it is 
not, so we will stay with the sched-
uled dates. 
 
Currently we are cruising to Benicia 
or Martinez on Friday the 21st.  We 
are conf i rmed a t  Sausal i to 
(Schoonmaker Point Marina) for Sat-
urday and Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday are open at this point. Then 
Spinnaker YC (San Leandro) for 
Wednesday and Thurs, and Encinal 
for Friday and Saturday. 
 
I would like input from those planning 
to attend the cruise for sites for the 
open dates.  I am thinking Berkeley 
or Emeryville but am open to any 
suggestions. 
 
Please e-mail or phone with your 
suggestions, would like an indication 
of the members who plan to join the 
cruise so we know how many boats 
to plan for, and if you plan to partici-
pate in the “Wheelchair Regatta”.  I 
strongly encourage everyone to par-
ticipate.  They have gotten much 
more organized in the past few 
years, and it is a very rewarding ex-
perience and a chance to give some-
thing back to the Men and Women 
who have sacrificed so much to pro-
tect our freedom. 
 

Ed Stetson 
COMMODORE 
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WELCOME ABOARD TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 

Here’s a little bit about our newest Members: 

Steve Alexander spent his younger years in San Francisco.  Being around the water enticed his interests and it was about 
30 years ago that he got into fishing and boating. One of his three children is currently in the Navy and serving his coun-
try aboard the USS Enterprise. His two other children reside and work in the San Jose area.  To support Steve’s fishing 
and boating habits; his spare time is spent running a lamp manufacturing facility manufacturing high intensity discharge 
lamps used for filming and sporting events. 
 
Kathy Engledow grew up fishing, rafting, boating and swimming on the Clearwater River  
in Northern Idaho. This gal really likes the water!  She moved to San Jose to pursue a residential and commercial prop-
erty management career.  Kathy really enjoys her Seadoo, and likes to boat and  socialize with friends.   
 
John Smith was raised as a farm boy in Northeast Kansas.  Being a very athletic individual during his school years, laid 
the ground work for what he became after he received his Masters Degree.  Not only did he teach high school classes, but 
he also coached basketball and football for many years where he led his teams to undefeated seasons and to win several 
championships.  During this exciting part of his life, his spare time was spent building & remodeling homes for his fellow 
teachers and farmer friends.  His spare time work ended up taking him on full time and today, John is the VP and COO 
for Bright Homes in Modesto. 
 
It’s not hard to tell when you talk with Sandy Smith that she is probably from Texas.  And she is and a pure blood to 
boot!  Her career consisted of banking and later on selling real estate. But all that got in the way of traveling, golf, fishing 
and of course boating so she gave up the working part and retired a few years ago. 
John and Sandy have four children and four grandchildren.  Three of their four kids still live in Texas so there’s not much 
of a chance Sandy will lose her accent anytime soon.  
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