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over $50,000. We have been 
asked to help support their ef-
fort in 2007. I have raffle tick-
ets for a 2007 PT Cruiser at 
$20.00 ea. The response has 
been pretty good so far, but I 
have lots more tickets. They 
have also asked if any of our 
boats would be willing to pro-
vide short cruises out of Drift-
wood on Oct. 3rd. They sell 
cruises to the community. Tax 
deduction certificates will be 
provided for fuel costs. We will 
discuss this further in the com-
ing months. The Griffin and 
Trixie Lee are planning to par-
ticipate, contact me if you want 
to join in. 
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Your Com-
modore is 
back at the 

helm. We (Stetsons, Michaels, 
& McCarty's) had a great time 
on the PICYA Alaska cruise. I 
could say it’s good to be back, 
but I could easily have spent 
another 10 days or more up 
there. What beautiful country.  
 
I understand the Tower Park 
cruise went well, albeit with a 
smaller turnout than usual. 
Thanks to the Kuehns for their 
first outing as fleet captains. 
 
The program for July is light 
due to most people heading out 
to Mandeville for the fireworks 
and associated shenanigans. 
Details on the Devils Island 
cruise in this Anchor. 
 
The Yachting Yearbook was 

published with some unfortu-
nate errors. Due to an oversight 
by the publisher, our Non-
Boating Members were not 
included. I assure those af-
fected, this was inadvertent and 
not due to any action by 
MWYC. All of our members 
are important to us. We fully 
intended you to be included in 
the directory and the informa-
tion was sent to the publisher. 
 
We are still working on the 
details of the Bay and Bluewa-
ter cruises, should have every-
thing finalized by the July 
meetings. 
 
As previously mentioned, 
Driftwood Y.C. has a long 
standing tradition of supporting 
the “Make a Wish” foundation. 
Last year they presented a 
check to the foundation for 

folks from the Riverview Yacht 
Club will join us at the island.  
This would be a great time to 
meet with the core of this club 
and find out if our two clubs 
are compatible.  If you’re inter-
ested in joining in all the cama-
raderie, give me a call, (707) 
322-4908, and we can work out 
the details.  I look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
 

Happy 4th of 
JULY! 
 

On this very special day, a 
number of us will be “hanging 
out” at Mandeville watching 
the world go by.  (And we 
won’t forget our beads!)  Some 
of us will even have enough 
nerve to get close to “squirt 
gun alley”.  Others will be here 
or there enjoying another day 
on the water while celebrating 
the anniversary of America’s 
independence.  ‘Hope to see 
you on the water, but where 
ever you are, enjoy! 
 
Don’t forget our general mem-

bership meeting on lucky Fri-
day the 13th.  You know we 
always have a lot of fun when 
we get together.  
 
Our club is scheduled to cruise 
out to Devil’s Isle on July 27 
through the 29th.  While I have-
n’t been there, I’m told it’s a 
little piece of paradise.  The 
island is located on Little Po-
tato @ White’s Slough, (N38 
05.540’ W121 29.514).  While 
this beautiful little island has 
no real facilities, it is still 
something that has to be ex-
perienced to be believed.  Also, 
if things work out right, the 
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EMERGENCY…………………………      911 
 
Club House……………………(209) 474-6992 
 
                                                       
Commodore………………………Ed Stetson 
                                                  (209) 466-3397 
                                                       
Club & Bar Manager……………… Jeff Rose 
                                         Cell (209)  483-5218 
 
Port Captain…………………………Jeff Rose 
                                          Cell (209) 483-5218 
 
The Anchor Editor…………Mary Lee Michael 
                                                  (209) 523-7750 
           E-Mail:  belpassidr@sbcglobal.net 
 
Sunshine…………………..Ethylene Shannon 
                                                  (209) 473-3225 
 

 
 

For more information about 
 Marina West Yacht Club 

& application forms 
 please contact: 

 
Ken Dretzka 

Vice Commodore 
(707) 693-1665 

Cell: (707) 222-4908 
E-mail: 

  kbdjr@sbcglobal.net 
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I will pass it on. 
 
As reported last month, the 
next PICYA event of interest 
to MWYC members, unless 
you want to help out with or 
participate in some sailing 
regattas, is the Wheel Chair 
Regatta on September 29, 
2007 at the conclusion of 
our MWYC Bay Cruise.  I 
strongly encourage partici-
pation in this event and our 
Bay Cruise.   
 
The deadline, August 30, 
2007, is nearing to apply for 
the PICYA scholarship pro-
gram sponsored by the 
Western Boating Safety 
Group.  There will be at 

I took a solo trip to the 
Vallejo Yacht Club for the 
June Delegates Meeting.  
Richard Hardy also repre-
sented MWYC at this meet-
ing, accompanied by our 
good member Joan Marsh-
Clune.  Vallejo YC did a fine 
job hosting the meeting. The 
next Delegates Meeting will 
be on Monday, July 9th, at 
Driftwood YC.  Let me know 
if you want to go. 
 
Commodore Stetson, First 
Lady Bonnie, Secretary 
Judy McCarty and Jack, and 
Mary Lee and I, along with 
several of Ed’s family en-
joyed a wonderful cruise to 
Alaska sponsored by PI-

CYA.  It was a bit bumpy the 
first night out, but conditions 
improved as we progressed 
up the Pacific Coast to a 
beautiful Alaska.  We had a 
great time and look forward 
to the next cruise, or at least 
a cruise on the Trixie Lee!  
There was a nice cocktail 
party for the 57, or so, that 
cruised as PICYA Cruisers.  
With Ed’s family and friends 
of the McCarty’s that joined 
us, MWYC had the most 
representation with 17.  This 
was the third PICYA Cruise 
and plans are underway for 
the fourth next year.  All 
possibilities are on the table, 
so, if you have some favorite 
destination let me know and 
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least three $2500 scholarships 
awarded.  To be eligible, stu-
dents must have parents, 
grandparents, or guardians 
who are members of a PICYA 
member yacht club.  An Appli-
cation Form is on the Club 
bulletin board.  Make a copy 
and submit it by August 30, 
2007 deadline.   
 
If you have questions about 
PICYA give me a call! 
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2/3 majority vote! 
 
I’m not sure, yet, what 
position RBOC is taking 
on this measure, but it is 
scheduled for its first 
hearing in the Senate 
Transportation Commit-
tee on July 3.  Be pre-
pared to send letters if we 
get a “Call to Arms” on 
this one! 
 
Another issue that has 
been floating around for 
some time is an ordi-
nance that San Joaquin 
County is contemplating 
that you may have re-
cently read about in local 

along with several other 
fees, like vehicle registra-
tion fees, license plate 
fees for farm and con-
struction equipment, 
driver’s license fees and 
smog abatement fees.  
All of this is to fund the 
research of alternative 
fuels as a follow-up to the 
Speaker’s greenhouse 
gas emission reduction 
measure signed by the 
Governor last year.  It ap-
pears that the Speaker is 
proposing “fee” increases 
rather than “motor vehicle 
fuel tax” increases be-
cause fees can be in-
creased with a majority 
vote while taxes require a 

Then, if they do work, you’ve 
increased your number of flares 
by a factor of two. If they don’t 
work, well nothing ventured is 
nothing gained. 

But what do you do about the 
second generation (older than 6 
years) of retired flares? The 
question you need to ask your-
self is; “Do I think they will 
ignite?” If you don’t feel confi-
dent keeping these second gen-
eration retired flares, then you 
will need to dispose of them, 
safely and legally. 

P yr ot ech n i c  D i sp osa l 
You have two choices when 
considering disposal of flares 
and other pyrotechnical equip-
ment. 

1.(Preferred method): Contact 
your local fire department, 
sanitation department or envi-
ronmental protection depart-
ment and determine your local 
hazardous waste material dis-
posal rules. Then follow the 

Old Flares Breed a 
Dilemma 

By Wayne Spivak, Branch 
Chief – National Training De-

partment,  
United States Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 

The off-season is here, and 
you’re begging to get back into 
the boating season. While 
chomping at the proverbial bit, 
you begin to sort through your 
boat equipment. You find your 
pyrotechnic safety items. 
We’re talking about your 
flares, your meteors and your 
orange smokes. 

According to Coast Guard 
regulations the shelf life for 
pyrotechnic devices is three (3) 
years from manufacture. It is 
also suggested that you keep 
the “just” expired flares, 
smokes and meteors. While 
they don’t meet the federal 
requirements, in all likelihood 

they probably still work. If you 
keep rotating your new flares 
with your “just” expired flares, 
that means when your new 
flares expire, your old flares 
will have been onboard for six 
years. 

Let’s focus on flares for the 
moment, but the following gen-
eralizations are also true for all 
pyrothecnics. The federal mini-
mum standard requires three 
flares. Should you ever need to 
ignite them, you’ll find that a 
single flare’s life isn’t very 
long. Should you fire off your 
flare at an inopportune mo-
ment, you’ve wasted what is 
probably 33% of your chances 
of being located by a passing 
ship or plane - if you’ve de-
cided to only meet the mini-
mum federal standards of three 
flares. A very sobering 
thought! 

If you keep your older (just 
expired) flares on the boat, at-
tempt to light these off first. 
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rules. 

2. Contact your local Coast 
Guard Auxiliary and/or United 
States Power Squadron unit 
and see if they would like to 
have some old flares for train-
ing purposes. The Auxiliary 
and the Power Squadron teach 
boating courses year-round, 
and many of them sponsor 
(after receiving permission 
from the Coast Guard) pyro-
technic training days for the 
public. 

The Auxiliary has many more 
of these days for their mem-
bers, since those members who 
want to qualify in the Boat 
Crew and Coxswain on-the-
water missions need to know 
how to use flares and other 
pyrotechnical devices. 

Actually learning how to use 
pyrothecnics is a very impor-
tant experience. Knowing how 
to ignite them, seeing how they 
burn, and how the slag drops is 

papers. RBOC has been 
involved in this issue in 
the past, but are cur-
rently considering this to 
be more of a regional 
issue.  This ordinance 
was created and en-
acted in Contra Costa 
County a few years back 
primarily to deal with 
problems with derelict 
vessels around Bethel 
Island.  RBOC and the 
Department of Boating 
and Waterways were 
involved in getting this 
ordinance somewhat re-
written in the CC 
County’s process of en-
actment.   
Continued on Pg. 5 

In my June report, I fo-
cused on the R.B.O.C. 
sponsored AB 1458 
(Duvall), the “Vessel Op-
erator Certification” legisla-
tion, which had recently 
been “Parked” in the As-
sembly Appropriations 
Committee until next year.  
This month I am reporting 
on more mischief in Sacra-
mento! 
  
I understand that Assembly 
Speaker Nunez has 
amended a bill, AB 118, on 
the Assembly Floor that 
would raise vessel registra-
tion fees from $20 to $40 
every two years until 2016, 
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Con’t from Pg. 4 
 
I tried to provide some 
input to San Joaquin 
County several months 
ago, but could never get 
any return calls.  From 
what I read now, it ap-
pears that there may be 
some issues that are 
bothering marina opera-
tors, but I do not believe it 
will have much impact on 
responsible boaters that 
take care of their vessels 
and have legal sanitation 
devices and use them 
properly.  I believe the 
County’s biggest concern 
are some of the derelict 
house boats that have 
become permanent 
residences along the 

(Continued from page 4) 

important information. Py-
rotechnics are dangerous! A 
good reason to take a safe 
boating course and a better 
reason for possibly joining 
the Auxiliary! 

However, there is a limit to 
both the Auxiliary and the 
Power Squadron’s need for 
flares, and other pyrotechnic 
devices. Neither organiza-
tion could possibly use all 
the manufactured devices 
that have fallen outside the 
Coast Guard legal stan-
dards. 

To learn more about what to 
do during a boating emer-
gency, why not take a boat-
ing safety course! The 
United States Coast Guard 
Auxiliary has a variety of 
boating courses geared for 
all levels of boating knowl-
edge. You can contact your 
local Auxiliary Flotilla by 
either calling your local 
Coast Guard unit or visiting 
the Coast Guard on the web 
at http://www.uscg.mil/
default.asp or the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary at http://
www.cgaux.org  
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sloughs.  Law enforce-
ment always likes to 
have some law on their 
side to deal with prob-
lems.  I’m reasonably 
certain that harassing 
responsible boaters for 
anchoring out over the 
July 4th Holiday or any 
other long weekends is 
not a priority that law en-
forcement can afford! 
 
Get out and enjoy your 
boats, soak up the sun, 
and I will keep track of 
your interests, but, 
please stay tuned!!  I’ll 
be back with more next 
month and may need 
letters from you in the 
mean time! 
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June 2, 2007 
Mary Lee Michael, Reporting 

 
First Lady Bonnie Stetson planned a 
beautiful day for the ladies of Marina 
West Yacht Club on Saturday June 
2nd.  What started out to be lunch at 
Tower Park for a couple of dozen 
people, ended up being a lunch at 
Tower Park for 39!!   
 
Red was the color of the day and the 
ladies arrived ready to party!  Cap-
tains of “Griffin” (Commodore Ed Stet-
son), “Trixie Lee”, (Jack Michael, Staff 
Commodore), “Intrepid”, (Jeff Liotard) 
greeted us in their dress whites.  
Along with several male first mates on 
each boat ready to serve munchies 
and champagne to the honored 
guests.   
 
After a 2 hour boat ride to Tower 
Park, the ladies were met by Tom 
Troglia who hosted drinkie poos at the 
bar before lunch.  Thanks again Tom.  
That was a nice touch.   
 
Commodore Stetson greeted us all 
and then presented roses to First 
Lady Bonnie.  Each of the former First 
Ladies in attendance received a beau-
tiful red rose.  Such is the tradition of 
MWYC for the Annual Ladies Day. 
 
The lunch was great, the boat rides 
relaxing, the weather beautiful.  First 
Lady Bonnie couldn’t have arranged it 
any better.   
 
Many thanks to the First Lady, the 
Captains and the First Mates who 
treated us like Queens PLUS did the 
fenders and lines.   
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Mary Lee Michael, Reporting 
 

From June 10th to the 20th members of Marina 
West Yacht Club enjoyed cruising to Alaska 
aboard the Dawn Princess. 
 
Commodore Ed & Bonnie Stetson, Jack & Judy 
McCarty, and Staff Commodore Jack & Mary Lee 
Michael enjoyed the company of other PICYA 
Members and also the beautiful scenery of crispy 
cold Alaska. 
 
Leaving from San Francisco on Sunday the 10th, 
the Captain took us 100 miles offshore before 
heading north to Alaska. (isn’t that a song?)    
Anyway, Mary Lee thought we were “almost 
there” Sunday evening but was told we weren’t 
even heading north yet.   Then the bouncy water 
came.  Bouncy was not even close to describing 
the 21.6 ‘  waves we endured Sunday night, 
Monday, Monday night.  This reporter admitted to 
queasiness and sat in a chair in her stateroom all 
night Sunday making sure that we weren’t going 
to “tip over”.   Bow to stern waves are somewhat 
tolerable but the Port to Starboard rolling wasn’t 
fun at all.  “Stare at the horizon” was the advice 
of most. . .how can you stare at the horizon when 
it goes from sky only to water only. . .picture it.  
 
By Tuesday we had gotten to the Oregon coast 
which was much more hospitable.  The rest of 
the trip was very enjoyable.  Stopping in Sitka, 
Skagway, Juneau, Tracy Arm, enjoying icebergs, 
glaciers, trams, busses, Victoria, Salmon Bakes 
in the back country, train rides, speed boat rides 
into the deep back country, eagles, whales, por-
poises, shopping, eating, eating, eating. 
 
If you didn’t get in on this year’s PICYA Cruise, 
arranged by Johnnie Owen of PICYA fame, then 
stay tuned for next years cruise.  The more the 
merrier.   
 
Thanks Johnnie for putting it all together, the nice 
cocktail reception for the 70 or 80 of us in atten-
dance, the fun and relaxation of a bunch of boat-
ers getting waited on by Princess Cruise Lines.  
You did good! 

Looking back after 
passing under the 
Golden Gate 

Wind/Waves 
and the Pilot 
Boat coming to 
retrieve the 
Bar Pilot.  It 
was choppy 
out there folks! 

Commodore Ed 
& Bonnie Stet-
son—enjoying 
breakfast without 
having to cook, 
clean, or do fend-
ers and lines! 
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